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CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS. 


VOYAGE FIRST. 


| C HAP. I, 

Columbus firſt voyage, The difficulties with which 
is | it was attended. His diſcovery of the Lucayan or 
7% Bahama iſlands, when the men deſpairing of find» 
3 ing land, were about to throw him overboard. 
48 His diſcoverving Cuba and Hiſpaniola, His re- 
> turn to Spain, with the reception he met with from 


their catholic majeſiies. 


= HRISTOPHER COLUMBUS was 
1 ( born in the territory of Genoa, and be- 
F ing early taught navigation, lived by 
drawing charts for the ſea-ſervice. The kill of 
the Portugueſe in maritime affairs, at length en- 


gaged him to ſettle at Liſbon, where, by his ſo- 
A 
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briety, temperance, and the regularity of his conduct, 
he acquired a conſiderable number of friends, married 
a woman of fortune, and, for ſome time, traded to 
the coaſt of Guinea. 

Columbus, reaſoning upon the ſpherical figure of 
the earth, thought it highly probable that the con- 
tinent on one fide was balanced by an equal quantity 
of land on the other, in which he was fully confirm- 
ed, by obſerving, when at the Cape de Verd iſlands, 
that the winds, at a certain ſeaſon, conſtantly blew 
from the weſt, which he thought muſt be owing to a 
large tract of land on that fide. And as the Portu- 
gueſe had already diſcovered great part of the coaſt 
of Africa, and were filled with hopes of finding a 
paſſage to the Indies, he had no doubt that by ſail- 
ing to the weſt he ſhould diſcover a ſhorter way thi- 
ther, and by that means obtain the ſpices and other 
rich commodities of thoſe countries, much cheaper 
than they were ſold to the Venetians in Egypt, after 
being brought by land through Perſia, | 

Having ſtrengthened this opinion by many obſer- 
vations drawn from reaſon, he laid them before the 
ftate of Genoa, with a propoſal for making new diſ- 
coveries; but that republic rejected his ſcheme from 
the fear of drawing upon it the reſentment of ſeveral 
princes ; on which he addreſſed himſelf to John II. 
king of Portugal, who liſtened to this project, and 
amuſed him with the hopes of putting it in practice, 
till having drawn from him the eſſential part of his 
ſcheme, he, under the pretence of ſending ſupplies 
to the Cape de Verd iſlands, fitted out a veſſel, in 


order to make theſe diſcoveries, without allowing 


Columbus either the profit or honour he might juſtfy 


have hoped to receive from them : His ungenerous- 
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enterprize, however, miſcarried thought a want of 
courage and conduct in the perſons employed, 

This unfair and clandeſtine conduct was fo deeply 
reſented by Colombus, that he reſolved to leave Por- 
tugal, and that very year, 1485, ſent his brother 
Bartholomew with the ſame propoſals to Henry VII. 
king of England, while he himfelf prepared to go to 
Spain on the ſame account; but Bartholomew be- 
ing taken and plundered by pirates in bis paſſage, 
was, on his arrival at London, reduced to fuch ex- 
treme poverty, as rendered bim unable to gain an 
audience of his majeſty, till by drawing and ſelling 
charts, he acquired ſome reputation, and put himſelf 
into ſuch an equipage as was neceſſary for his obtain- 


ing acceſs to the king. This honour he obtained in 


the year 1488, when he met with all the ſucceſs 
that could be defired, and aQually entered into an a- 
greement with Henry VII. on behalf of his brother, 
ſeveral years before Chriſtopher cloſed with their ca- 
tholic majeſties. 

Mean while Chriſtopher Columbus met with many 
difficulties at the court of Ferdinand and Iſabella, 


* where his ſcheme being treated as an idle chimerical 
project, and himſelf expoſed to ridicule, he was with 


difficulty prevented, by ſome who eſpouſed his cauſe, 
from coming to England, to ſee what ſucceſs his bro- 
ther Bartholomew had met with. However, queen 
Iſabella at length approving his ſcheme, the articles 
of agreement were ſigned in 1492, by which Colum- 


bus was made viceroy of the countries and admiral of 


the ſeas he ſhould diſcover; that he ſhould have the 

tenth of all that was bought, bartered, found or ac- 

quired, within thoſe limits, after the charge of the 

conqueſt ſhould be defrayed, together with an eighth 

part of all he ſhould bring home with his fleet, in 
A 2 
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conſideration of which he was to be at one eighth 
part of the expence in fitting it out. | 

The neceſſary preliminaries being thus adjuſted, 
he was allowed three ſmall veſſels, the Santa Maria, 
commanded by himſelf ; the Pinta, under the com - 
mand of Martin Alonzo Pinzon ; and the Nina, 
with ſquare fails, commanded by Vincent Yanez 
Pinzon, brother to the former; the latter furniſhing 
one half of Columbus's ſhare of the expence. 

This ſmall fleet which carried only about * 120 
men, ſet ſail from Palos on the 3d of Auguſt 1492, 
but the next morning the rudder of the Pinta broke 
looſe, which obliged the admiral to lie by. This da- 
mage, which was ſuppoſed to have been contrived by 
the maſter, who was averſe to the voyage, was how- 


ever ſoon repaired : This accident ſome of the ſuper» 
ſtitious ſeamen would have interpreted as an ill omen; 
but Columbus wiſely told them, that no omen could 


be evil, where people were engaged in a good deſign, 


He endeayoured to divert their attention from ſuch. 


tiifles by teaching them the principles of navigation, 
and to keep up their ſpirits by giving them right ſen» 
timents of the W in which they were em- 


barked. 
The fleet reached the Canaries on the 11th, and 


ſaid at the iſlands of grand Canaria and Iſabella till 


the 6th of September, in order to purchaſe another 
ſhip ; but being diſappointed, they ſailed to the welt- 


ward with very little wind. Three days after loſing 


fight of land, many people on board wept bitterly 


from the apprehenſion that they ſhould never ſee it 
more. To remove this childiſh deſpondency, which 


Herrera ſays that this fleet was manned by only 90, 
but many authors of good authority wk the number” 
as above. 
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it was feared would infect the whole company, Co- 
lumbus gave them the moſt confident aſſurances of 
proſperity and wealth, and at the ſame time thought 
proper to deceive them in his reckoning ; for though 


A they ſailed eighteen leagues that day, he pretended 


that they had made no more than fifteen, reſolving 
thus to diſguiſe his reckoning during the whole voy- 
age, that theſe ſpiritleſs fellows might not think them- 
ſelves ſo far from Spain as they really were. 

On the 12th of September he was 150 leagues 
welt of Ferro, and at this diſtance from land diſco- 
vered the body of a large tree, which appeared to 
have been long floting in the water. He here found 
a ſtrong current ſetting to the north-weſt, and having 


run 50 leagues farther weſtward, he on the 13th per- 
2 ceived the needle varying half a point towards the 
north eaſt, and at day-break half a point more, This 


variation, which had never been obſerved before, 
filled him with great ſurpriſe ; but his amazement 
was much increaſed when ſailing about 100 leagues 


' farther, he found that the needle varied at night 
about a point to the north-eaſt, and in the morning 
pointed upon the north (tar, 


On the 14th, the people on board the Nina were 


> ſurpriſed at the fight of a heron, and ſome tropic 


birds; and the next day their aſtoniſhment was 


greatly increaſed at ſeeing the ſea covered with green 


weeds that ſeemed to have been lately waſhed away 
from ſome rock or iſland : Hence they concluded that 
they were near land, eſpecially as they found a live 
loblter floating amongſt the weeds, and afterwards 
perceived the ſea water grow leſs ſalt as they advanc- 
ed; they were alſo attended by great ſhoals of tunny 
fiſh, e 
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On the 18th, Martin Alonzo Pinzon, captain of 
the Pinta, who went a-head, lay to for the admiral, 
and informed him that he had ſeen a great number of 
birds flying weſtward, and thought he diſcovered land 
to the northward at 15 leagues diſtance ; but the ad- 
miral being convinced that he was miſtaken, would 
not alter his courſe, though ſolicited by the people, 
who readily gave credit to ſuch an agreeable illuſion ; 
but the next day the admiral ſeeing a number of ſea- 
gulls, which he ſuppoſed could not fly far, began 
himſelf to conceive hopes of ſoon reaching land ; yet 
ſounding with a line of 200 fathom he could find no 


bottom. Three days after they took a bird like a L 


heron, of a black colour, with a white tuft on the 
head, and web-footed ; they alfo faw abundance of 
weeds, and in the evening were viſited by three ſmall 
birds ſinging, which flew away at day-break, and 
confirmed Columbus in the opinion, that they could 
not be far from land, They next day they alſo ſaw 
a tropic bird, but with ſuch a quantity of weeds as 
filled them with apprehenſions that their courſe would 
be impeded. 

As the wind had hitherto been always right aſtern, 
the people were under the molt dreadful apprehenſi- 
ons that they ſhould never have a fair gale to carry 
them back; but about this time it ſhifted to the 
fouth welt, which gave great ſatis faction to the admi- 
ral, as it afforded him room to convince the ſailors of 
the vanity of their fears; yet in ſpite of all his reaſons 
and remonſtrances, they begin loudly to murmur from 
the apprehenſion of. perithing at ſea in queſt of a 
country that had no cxiſtence, and their diſcontent 


became ſo clamorous, that a mutiny would probably | 
have enſued, had not a briſk wind ſprung up at y lt. 
north · weſt, and demonſirated that they ſhould always 


Sa 
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have a chance for returning. Their hope of obtain- 
ing land was alſo revived by ſeeing a pigeon fly over 


te ſhip, and by the ſight of ſeveral ſmall birds flying 


from the welt, 
In proportion as the people were elated dy theſe 


ſigns, the greater was their mortification on their diſ- 


appointment. They not only loudly complained a- 


gainſt the admiral, who, they ſaid, had from a fooliſh 
and ill grounded fancy, formed the deſign of railing 
his own fortune and family at their expence, but ca- 


| balled againſt him, maintaining that they had already 


proceeded far enough to ſhew their courage and per- 
ſeverance, and that it was therefore high time to re- 
turn to their friends and country, though they ſhould 
be even obliged to compel Columbus to conſent to it, 
They conſidered that the admiral was a foreigner, 
and therefore would ſcarcely have intereſt enough at 
court to bring them to puniſhment for their diſ- 
obedience, eſpecially as he had powerful enemies, 
who, they knew, would embrace every opportunity 
of oppoſing his deſigns. Inſhort, their terror and 
deſpair were raiſed to ſuch a height, that ſome 
propoſed throwing him overboard, and alledged 
that when that was done, they ſhould be ſecured 


from all farther danger, by their affirming, on their 


return to Spain, that he had fallen into the ſea while 
he was making his obſervations, Colambus, who 
was not ignorant of this mutinous ſpirit, exerted all 
his abilities in order to remove it: he ſometimes re- 
preſented the duty they owed him, as being inveſted 
with a legal authority, which he was reſolved to 
maintain at the hazard of his life; and at others, re- 
proached them with their puſillanimity and impa- 
ence, which even the molt evident figns of their 
being near land could not remove. Ia ſhort, he 
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ſhewed. the folly of their fears, and ſo far encou- 
raged their hopes as to prevent their taking any re- 
folution that could prejudice the important enterpriſe 
in which they were engaged. 

On the 25th of September about ſun ſetting, Pin- 
zon, whoſe ſhip was along ſide of the admiral, ſud- 


denly cried out, Land ! land ! and pointed towards- 


the ſouth-welt, where there appeared ſomething like 
an iſland at 25 leagues diſtance. This at once filled 
the men with ſuch joy that they gave thanks to God 
with great fervour and devotion, and though Colum- 
bus was of a different opinion, he readily complied 
with their clamorous demand of failing to it, and 
ſtood towards the ſuppoſed iſland during the greateſt 
part of night ; but in the morning they ſaw all their 
hopes vaniſhed, when their diſſatisfaction returning, 
they renewed their complaints. The admiral, how- 
ever, with a ſteadineſs and intrepidity peculiar to 
himſelf, perſiſted in the execution of his purpoſe. 

On the 29th they ſaw ſeveral wagtails and gulls, 
many flying fiſhes alſo appeared, and ſometimes fell 
into the ſhip, and in the afternoon they met with a 
large quantity of weeds, which the men fancied af- 
forded a proof that there was ground near them 
under water, and that they ſhould ſoon run upon it 
and periſh. 

On the 1ſt of October the pilot of the admiral's 
ſhip was, by his own account, 578 leagues weſt of 
the iſland Ferro, and though the diſtance according 
to Columbus's reckoning was 707, he winked at the 
miſtake, leſt the ſailors ſhould be more de jected on 
knowing their great diſtance from home. Two days 
after perceiving no birds, they imagined they had 
paſſed between ſome iſlands, and the failors earneſtly 
intreated the admiral to (cer either to the one fide or 


to the other in. queſt of the land they imagined they 
F nad left. He however refuſed to comply with their 


iatreaties, being unwilling to Joſe the favourable wind. 
| | chat carried tbem to the weſtward, and reſolved not 
q to take any ſtep to leſſen the reputation of his under- 
» raking, which muſt have ſuffered in the opinion of his 
people, had he changed his courſe from that which 
he had all along aſſured them would terminate in the 
7 ” accompliſhment of their wiſhes. This fortitude they 
termed obſtinacy and madneſs, and were actually on 
| | the point of taking ſome deſperate refolution to his 
7 prejudice, when their hopes were {gain revived by 
the arrival of upwards of forty ſparrows, and other 
birds flying from the welt, 
on the 7th of October there appeared ſome i e 
© fea ſigns of land; but nobody would venture ta; 
mention it; for though their catholic majeſties had 
promiſed a penſion of 30 crowns per annum for life, 
to him. who ſhould: be ſo happy as firſt to diſcover 
land, yet in order to prevent their noiſy exclamations 
at every trifling imagination of this ſort, it was alſa: 
decreed, whoever ſhould: cry land three days before 
it was actually made, ſhould forfeit the reward, even 
though it ſhould be afterwards proved that he was 
te diſcoverer. In ſpite of this precaution, the Nina, 
7 which, being the belt ſailor, kept always a-bead, fired 
2 gun, and; hoiſted her colours in token of land; but 
dhe appearance that miſled them totally vaniſhed at 
their nearer approach. The people were, however, 
the next day in ſome meaſure comforted under their 
diſappointment by obſerving many flights of large and 
ſmall birds, which proceeded from the welt to the 
ſouth-weſt, when the admiral being fully perſuaded 
that they could not go far to ſea, in imitation of the 
Portugueſe, who had diſcovered ſeverat iflands by: 
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following the flight of ſuch birds, altered his courſe 
and ſtood to rhe ſouth-weſt; for he had now run 
- 950 leagues to the weſtward of the Canaries, within 
which ſpace he himſelf expected to make land. 

On the 8th of October they were viſited by twelve 
ſinging birds of different colours, and ſaw many 
others, as jays, ducks and gulls flying to rhe ſouth- 
weſt, The air alſo appeared freſh and odoriferous, 
but the puſillanimous ſeamen had been ſo often de- 
ceived, that theſe certain ſigns of their being near 
land eould not ſuppreſs their murmurs, which, during 
the two following days, increaſed to ſuch a degree, 
that the brave Columbus, in ſpite of all his endea- 
yours, would not have been able much longer to- 
have withſtood the ſtorm, which was ready to burſt 
into open rebellion, when it was providentially diſh- 
pated by ſuch manifeſt proofs of their approach: to' 
land as could not be diſputed. 

On the 11th of October thoſe on board the admi- 
ral's ſhip ſaw a green ruſh together with a large rock- 
fiſh ſwim by the ſhip ; the ſailors of the Pinta diſeo- 
yered a cane floating, and, what was much more ex- 
traordinary, took up a ſtaff curiouſly wrought, toge- 
ther with a ſmall board, and at the ſame time the 
crew of the Nina perceived a branch of thorn full of 
red berries. 

Theſe objects having now aſſured the admiral of 
the vicinity of Jand, he at night, after prayers, re- 


minded them of the mercy of God in granting them 


fair weather during ſuch a long voyage, and exhorted 
them to be vigilant that night, as he expected to fee 


land next day, and not only mentioned the penſion 
of 30 crowns, but promiſed to give a velvet doublet. 
to him who ſhould be the firſt diſcoverer. After this 
ſpeech be. retired to the great cabin, from whence 
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+ perceiving what appeared to be a light on ſhore, he 
called to one of the ſailors, who being deſired to ob- 
ſerve, acknowleged that he plainly ſaw it, and ſup- 
4 | poſed it to be a candle or torch belonging to ſome 


® fiſherman, or traveller, as it ſeemed to move, 
{and to vaniſh and appear by turns. This increaſed 
their vigilance and caution, though they ſtill purſued 


F their courſe, till about two in the morning, when the 


+ Pita being far a-head, gave the ſignal of land, which 


vas firſt diſcovered by a ſailor at the diſtance of two 
© leagues ; the penſion, however, was given to the 


+ admiral, who had before perceived the light. As 
1 they were now ſo near the ſhore, all the ſhips lay to, 
' and the people waited for morning with the extremeſt 
> impatience, in order to feaſt their eyes with what 
they had ſo long and ſo earneſtly wiſhed to behold. 


Their hopes, however, were not now diſappoint- 


ed, for day no ſooner dawned than they perceived an 
2 iſland about forty five Engliſh miles in length; and 
'® almoſt one continued plain, covered with green trees; 

it was ſupplied with delightful rivers, and had a great 
lake in the middle. It was inhabited by a numbe of 
people, who being aſtoniſned at the ſight of the ſhips, 


which they at firſt miſtook for living creatures, ran 


4 down to the ſhore. The Spaniards were inflamed by 


the moſt eager curiolity to know the particulars of 


his intereſting diſcovery, and the veſſels were no 
ſooner brought to an anchor, than the admiral land- 


? ed in his boat well armed, with the royal ſtandard 


diſplayed, attended by the other two captains, in 


& their reſpective boats, with the particular enſigns of 


this enterprize. 

Immediately on their landing they kneeled on the 
ſhore, gave thanks to God, and ſhedding tears of joy, 
kiſſed the ground, Columbus chen ſtanding up gave 
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che iſland, which was called by the natives Guaniha 
m, the name of St. Salvador *, and took poſſeſſion 
of it for their catholic majeſties. This ceremony be- 1 
ing performed, he was acknowleged as admiral ang 
viceroy by the Spaniards, who now implored his par- 
don for the affronts and inſults they had offered him, 
and joyfully ſwore to obey him as their majeſties re- 
preſentative. | 5 
A multitude of the Indians were preſent at theſe 
tranſactions, and they appearing to be a very ſimple * 
and quiet people, Columbus diſtributed amongſt them 
firings of glaſs beads, red caps, and other things of? 
ſmall value, which they received with tranſport, and 
on his returning to his ſhip, ſome of them ſwam af 
ter him, while others followed in canoes, with jave- 
lins, armed with fiſh-bones, ſpun cotton, parrots, 
and other things, to barter for ſuch trifles as he had 
diſtributed among the reſt. Few of theſe people 
ſeemed to be above thirty years of age; they were of 
a middle ſtature, well-ſhaped, and of an olive colour, * 
with thick lank black hair, which was generally cut | 
ſhort above their ears, though others had ſuffered it 
to grow, and tied it up like treſſes of women, They 
had open countenances, very regular features, and 
high foreheads. The bodies of ſome and faces of 4 
others were painted black, white, and red, though 
a few of them had only their noſes and eye-lids co- 
loured. But all of both ſexes were intirely naked, 1 
and ſo little were they acquainted with European 
arms that they handled a naked ſword by the edge, 
without any ſuſpicion that it was capable of hurting 
them Some of theſe people being aſked by ſigns 
how they had got the wounds, the marks of which 


It is now called Catt- iſland. 


OF COLUMBUS. 13; 


© Þ were (hill viſible on their bodies, they anſwered in the 
M fame manner, that they received them in their own 
” defence, when fighting againſt the inhabitants of other 
1 iſlands who came with a view to enſlave them. 
r— The next morning being the 13th of October, 
n, many of the Indians came to the ſhips in their canoes, 
t _ which were made by hollowing the trunk of a tree. 
Some of them were ſo ſmall as to hold only one per- 
© ſon, and others large enough to contain forty. They 
were rowed with paddles, and were fo light that if 
they happened to be overſet, the rowers could eaſily 
ſet them right again, and empty the water with cala- 
d baſhes, or dried gourds, which they carried with 
them for that purpoſe, 
; Theſe Indians had no jewels-nor any kind of metal, 
except ſmall plates of gold that hung ar their noſtrils, 
which, by their ſigns, they informed the Spaniards ' 
> came from the ſouth and ſouth-weſt, where there 
were many countries and iflands. They were ſo fond 
of poſſeſſing any thing belonging to the Spaniards, 
” that ſome of them picked up bits of broken earthen 
* ware that lay upon the deck, leapt into the ſea and 
» ſwarm afhore with them. They were ready to ex- 
change any thing in their poſſeſſion for the molt infig- 
nificant trifles, and ſome of them gave twenty-five 
pounds of well ſpun cotton for three ſmall pieces of 
* > Portugueſe braſs coin not worth a farthing. Not that 
they believed theſe things had much intrinſic value; 
7 but they ſeemed to prize them only becauſe they be- 
longed to the white men, whom they conſidered as 
people deſcended from heaven, and of whom they 
deſired to keep ſome memorial, 
On the 14th of October the admiral coaſted the 
iſland in his boat towards the north-welt, till he diſ- 
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covered a large bay or harbour ſufficient to contain 
all the ſhips of Europe, being all the while followed 
both by ſea and land, by crouds of the inhabitants, 
who expreſſed their wonder and regard by a variety 
of geſticulations. At length arriving at a peninſula 
he ſaw ſeveral of their houſes and plantations, which 
appeared as pleaſant as thoſe of Caſtile in the month 
of May. However, finding that this was not the 
land he was in ſearch of, he took ſeven of the Indi- 
ans to ſerve as interpreters, and returning to his ſhips, 
ſailed to other iſlands that were viſible from the pe- 
ninſula, 

On the 15th of October having ſailed ſeven leagues, 
he arrived at the weſt end of another iſland which he 
found to be about ten leagues in length, and gave it 
the name of St. Mary of the Conception; but per- 
ceiving that the inhabitants differed but little from 
thoſe of St. Salvador, and that it produced nothing 
worth notice, he continued his courſe weſtward, and 
anchored upon the coalt of another larger iſland, 
which extended north-welt and ſouth-ealt above 28 
leagues. Before he reached this agreeable ſpor, 
which he named Fernanda, he took up an Indian 
whom he found at fea in a ſmall canoe, furniſhed 
with a piece of their bread, a calabaſh filled with water, 
and a little earth reſembling vermilion, which was 
uſed by thoſe people in painting their bodies. This 
Indian had alſo a ſmall baſket, in which was contain- 
ed a ſtring of glaſs beads and two ſmall pieces of 
Portugueſe money, from which it appeared that he 
was bound from St. Salvador to Fernanda, with the 
ſtrange news of the admiral's arrival; but the voyage 
being long he was weary with padling, and deſired to 
be taken on board. Columbus treated him courte- 
ouſly, gave him bread and honey to eat, niade him 
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drink wine, and on his ſetting him on fhore gave him 
ſome toys, in order that by his favourable report he 
might prepoſſeſs the natives of Fernanda in favour of 
the Spaniards. The ſucceſs anſwered the admirabs 
expectation; for the iſlandets on hearing the favour- 
able account giren by the Indian, came in their ca- 
noes to barter with the ſame ſort of commodities 
which were found at St. Salvador ; but they appear- 
ed to have more ſagacity, and made more advantapge- 
ous bargains, The women wore. a kind of cotton 


cloth round their middle. Their houſes were built 


like tents, but had ſcarcely any furniture; and the 
beds in which they lay were formed of a kind of nets 
that hung from two poſts, Here were ſome trees 
that ſeemed as if ingrafted by their bearing leaves or 
branches of four or five ſeveral kinds, They were 
plenty of fiſh of different ſhapes and colours, ſome 
lizards, ſnakes, and dogs that could not bark, * 
Columbus finding nothing valuable in this iſland, 
ſailed on the 19th of October to another, to which 
he gave the name of Iſabella, in honour of her ca- 
tholic majeſty, This iſland far exceeded the others in 
beauty and extent. It abounded with rivers, pleaſant 
meadows and groves, and the proſpe& was diverſified 
with hills, which the reſt wanted: the ear was de- 
lighted with the ſongs of birds, which not only hop- 
ped from bough to bough, but even flew in ſuch 
flocks as darkened the air, Near one of the lakes the 
Spaniards killed an alligator ſeven feet long with their 
ſpears, which though at firſt they beheld with horror, 
they afterwards ſkinned and eat, this animal being 
eſteemed by the Indians as moſt delicious food. 
Columbus was no ſooner acquainted with the pro- 
duce of Iſabella, and the manners of irs inhabitants, 
than he ſet fail with a fair wind, for a large country 
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to the fouth; which was extolled by the Indians un- 
der the name of Cuba, and arrived there on the 28th 
of October. It exhibited a pleaſing variety of hills 
and dales, woods and plains, and from the extent of 


its coaſt and the largeneſs of its rivers, appeared to 


be of great conſequence. 

To obtain ſome intelligence of the natives, the ad- 
miral caſt anchor in a broad river, the banks of which 
were ſhaded by thick and tal} trees that were at the 
fame time adorned with bloſſoms and fruit entirely 
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unknown in Europe. Soon after their landing they 


entered two houſes which were deſerted by the na- 


tives, who, being terrified at the appearance of the 
ſhips, had ffed; upon which the Spaniards re-im- 
barked without touching any of their effects, and 
continued their courſe weſtward till they arrived at 
the mouth of another river: but this being larger 


than the other, Columbus failed a conſiderable way 
up it. The banks were all along inhabited; but 
here alfo the natives ffed with all the effects theß 


could carry, to the mountains, which aroſe to a con- 
{iderable height, and were covered with. lofty trees. 


Columbus being ſenſib'e that if the inhabitants 


ſhould: thus continue to avoid him, he ſhould never 
be able to learn the nature of the iſland, and being 
afraid of enereaſing their terror by landing a number 
of men, ordered two Spaniards attended by an Indi- 
an of St. Salvador and another of Cuba, who had 
boldly ventured to come aboard with his canoe, to 
travel up into the country, and to endeavour by their 
obliging behaviour to remove the terror of the people. 
In the mean time he directed his ſhip to be careened, 
on which occaſion he obſerved that the only fuel of 


the country was maltic wood, which grew there in 


great plenty. 
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On the 5th of November the two Spaniards return- 
ed, accompanied by the Indian king and his fon, and 
informed the admiral that they had travelled twelve 
leagues into the country, where they found a town 
conſiſting of fifty wooden houſes covered with ſtraw, 
which contained about 1000 people ; that they were 
met by the principal perſons of the place, who took 
them by the arms and led them to the town, where 
they were allowed a ſpacious lodging, in which they 
were ſeated upon wooden benches in the form of ſome 
ſtrange animals with their tails lifted up for them to lean 
upon, and had eyes and cars of gold. The Spaniards 
being ſeated on theſe benches, the Indians ſat around 
them on the ground, and came one by one to kiſs 
the hands and feet of thoſe ſtrangers, imagining they 
had come from heaven; they at the ſame time treat- 
ed them with boiled roots which in their taſte reſem- 
bled cheſnuts. After the men had thus fulfilled the 
rights of hoſpitality they retired, to make room for 
the women, who alſo kiſſed their hands and feet, 
and entertained them with their homely fare. This 
favourable reception they owed to their two Indian 
attendants, who repteſented the Spaniards as a hu- 
mane and generous people. | 

On their ſetting out to return to the ſhip, a great 
number of the natives propofed to accompany them ; 
this offer they declined, and would accept of none 
but the cacique or king and his fon, under whoſe 
protection they were entertained with great reſpect at 
ſeveral petty towns, meeting many of the inhabitants 
who always carried lighted brands to kindle the fires 
with which they roaſted the roots that conflituted 
their principal food. In return of theſe civilities, the 
two princes were treated by the admiral with great 
Kindnefs and reſpeR, 
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In this excurſion they ſaw variety of birds, among 

which were partridges and nightingales ; but no qua- 
drupedes, except a kind of dogs which could not 
bark. A great part of the land was cuſtivated and 
bore, beſides the bread root, maize or Indian corn, 
of which the natives made a very well taſted flour. 
Their principal manufacture was cotton, which they 
gathered from trees that grew without the leaſt care 
or culture, and of this they made vaſt quantities of 
well ſpun yarn, but. had no other uſe for it than 
forming hammocks and ſhort aprons for the women. 
The Indians afterwards carried great quantities of 
this cotton on board the ſhips, where they willingly 
exchanged a baſket of it for a thong of leather. They 
had no gold, pearl or ſpices, but pointed towards the 
ealt where they intimated that there was a e 
plentifully ſtored with them. 

In conſequence of the above information, Colum- 
dus reſolved to ſail to the place which the Indians 
called Bohio; but before he left Cuba he ſeized 
twelve ina whom he intended to carry into Spain, 
which ſeizure was made with ſuch little diſturbance, 
that the huſband of one of the women he had taken, 
came to the ſhip in his canoe, and begged that he 
might be allowed to accompany his wife and children, 
This inſtance of affection gave great pleaſure to the 


admiral, who inſtantly granted his requeſt, and gave 


orders fur their being kindly treated. 

On the 19th of November, Columbus, who had 
before endeavoured to leave the iſland, but was 
driven back, ſteered eaſtward for the iſland of Bohio, 
but the wind being ſtill contrary, he was obliged to ply 
two v1 thiee days between the iſlands of Cuba and Iſa- 
bella. In this interval Martin Alonzo Pinzon, who had 
been informed by ſome Indians whom he had conceal- 
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ed in his ſhip, that Bohio abounded in gold, took 
© advantage of the ſwiftneſs of his veſſel, and left Co- 
lumbus in the night, in order to anticipate his ſucceſs, 

and ingroſs the treaſure of that wealthy iſland to 
| : himſelf. 

Columbus being thus abandoned by one of his con- 
3 ſorts, and the weather growing ſo rough as to render 
it dangerous for him to keep the ſea, he returned to 
another harbour in Cuba, to which he gave the name 

of St. Catharine's. While the crews were here em- 
ployed in taking wood and water, he accidentally 
* diſcovered ſigns of gold on ſome ſtones in the river, 
and up in the country ſaw the mountains covered 
uuith tall pines ſufficient to furniſh maſts for the larg- 

1* ſhips, and plenty of oak fit for planks In his 

run along the coaſt for ten or twelve leagues to the 
_— * ſouth-ealt, he diſcovered many large rivers and ex» 

> cellent harbours, and was ſo delighted with the beau- 
tiful appearance of the country, that he was even 
1 tempted to fix his habitation there for life. Sailing 
1 up one of the rivers he ſaw a canoe drawn upon land 
pl as large as a twelve oar barge, and afterwards per- 
+ ceived in the water another canoe, which, though 
1 formed of the trunk of a ſingle tree, was ſeventy 
1 feet long, and capable of containing fifty men. 
| The admiral having coaſted the iſland for 160 
lleagues, ſet ſail again for Bohio, which, though it 
was but at 16 leagues diſtance, he was prevented 
by the currents from reaching till the next day, 
when he anchored in a port tv which he gave the 
name of St. Nicholas, from its being the feltival of 
that ſaint. He found that the harbour was large, 
deep, extremely fate, and encampaſſed with a great 
number of tall trees, which however were not in ge- 


neral ſo large as thoſe of Cuba; but not being able 
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to obtain any intercourſe with the inhabitants, who 


fled at his approach, he coaſted the iſland to te 


northward till he arrived at a port which he called 
the Conception, when obſerving that the country was 
very extenſive, and in many reſpects reſembled Spain 
both in the trees, plants and fiſhes, he gave it the 
name of Eſpaniola or Hiſpaniola, He here ſaw a 
number of the natives, who upon the landing of the 
failors, fled from them with great precipitation; but 
they having at length taken a young woman who had 


a plate of gold hanging at her noſe, ſhe was conduc- |* | 
ted to the admira}, who preſenting her with ſeveral © > 


trifles, ſuch as ſmall bells and glaſs toys, civilly dif 


miſſed her to the town where ſhe dwelt, ſending with 
her three Spaniards, and the ſame number of Indians. 


The next day cleven men well armed went on 
ſhore, and travelled four leagues up the country, 
where they found a town which conſiſted of 1000 
houſes, and though the inhabitants, as uſual, fled at 
their approach, they ſoon returned, at the perſuaſion 
of a St. Salvador Indian, who followed them, and 
removed their fears by the favourable account he 
gave of the Spaniards, on whom they gazed with 


equal aſtoniſhment and awe : they even brought. 


them food, and prefſed them to ſtay in the town all 
night ; the Spaniards, howerer, declined accepting 
this invitation, and returning to their ſhips, told the 
admiral, that the country was fertile and pleaſant, 
and the people whiter and handſomer than thoſe they 
had hitherto ſeen; that they were courteous and 
tractable, and had let them know that gold was to be 
found farther to the cailward, 

At this news Columbus immediately ſet fail, and 
between Hiſpaniola and a ſmall land on the north 


coaſt, called afterwards Tortuga, he took up, in a | 


44% put ets c . 
1 — <a 


"4 
* 3 - pF p PO _ + Pe o 
i N nd — l > 


* 
= 
— * > v 
Ks * 2 , na a * & 5 = N 
0 4 6b 5 — D ESR . 


OF COLUMBUS. 21 


very rough ſea, an Indian who was ſtruggling with 


the waves in a little canoe, and giving him ſome pre- 


© ſents of ſmall value ſer him ſafe aſhore on the coaſt 


f _ of Hiſpaniola, This man informihg his countrymen 
of the manner in which he had been treated, induced 


them to come on board, but they brought nothing 


with them of conſequence, except ſome ſmall grains 


: 
* 
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for a plate of gold, forty men in a canoe approached 


of gold that hung at their ears and noſtrils, of which 
7 they ſhewed by ſigns that there was a great yy 
higher up the country. 


While the Spaniards were on ſhore the next thin 
bartering with the cacique or ſovereign of that diſtri 


from the iſland of Tortuga, when the cacique per- 


ceiving them, ſat down with his own people on the 


ſtrand, as a ſignal that they ſhould not commit hoſti- 
lities; but notwithſtanding this they landed; upon 
which he aroſe, and by his threats obliged them to 
reimbark, and then giving a ſtone to one of the Spa- 
niſh officers, made a ſign for him to throw it at the 
Tortugans, to ſhe V that he would eſpouſe the cauſe 
of theſe ſtrangers againſt the Indians of the canoe, 
who on their ſeeing this, returned to the iſland. 

On the 18th of December the ſame cacique came 
to pay the admiral a viſit, carried in (tate on a palan- 
kin, and attended by 200 men, though both he and 
they were entirely naked. He made no difficulty of 
going on board Columbus's ſhip, and the admiral be- 
ing at dinner entered the cabin without ceremony, 
attended by two old men who ſeemed to be his coun- 


ſellors, and fat down at his feet. Columbus receiv- 


ed him with great civility and reſpect, and had pro- 
viſions and wine ſet before him, which on his taſting 
he ſent to ſome of his men who remained upon deck. 
After dinner, during which both he and the two old 
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men ſpoke but little, he preſented the admiral with 

two thin pieces of gold and a wrought girdle ; in re- 
turn for theſe. he received a ſtring of amber beads, 
which the admiral took from his own neck, a pair f 
red ſhoes, a counterpane and a bottle of orange 
flower water, wherewith this prince and his two at- 
tendants were ſo delighted, that they ſignified to Co- 


lumbus, that the whole iſland was at his diſpoſal. 


The admiral then ſhewed him the effigies of Ferdi- l 
nand and Iſabella impreſt in a gold medal, which he 


vie wed with admiration, and indeed ſhewed ſigus of 
aſtoniſhment at every thing he ſaw. In the evening 
he was, at his own deſire, ſent aſhore in the ſhip's 
boat, and ſaluted with a diſcharge of ſeveral guns, 


the noiſe whereof filled him with amazament and ter- 


or; he was, however, ſo ſatisfied with his recepti- 
on, that he ordered his people to entertain the Spa- 
niards who conducted him to land, and returned 
home with the admiral's preſents carried with great 
pomp and oſtentation before him. 

On the 24th of December, Columbus weighed, 
and failed to a promontory, afterwards called Punta 
Santa, where, the weather being calm, he anchored 
about a league from thore and retired to reſt, which 
he had not enjoyed for two days before; his exam- 
ple was followed by the crew, who, contrary to his 


repeated orders, had the folly to leave only a boy at 
the helm. This inſtance of neglect proved fatal; 


for about midnight the veſſel was carried upon a 
ridge of rocks, before any on board were aware of 
the danger. The admiral being the firſt who was 
awakened by the cr.cs of the boy at the helm, ran 
upon deck, and perceiving the rocks, ordered the 
miſter and three ſailors to leap into the boat and car- 


Ty out an anchor aſtern; but inſtead of obeying his 
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directions, they rowed to the other ſhip in order ta 
preſerve their own lives. Upon this Columbus im- 
mediately cauſed the veſſel to be lightened, and the 
$ maſts to be cut away; but all his endeavours were 
ineffectual, and the water ebbing, the ſeams of the 
4 ſhip opened. But while they were in this emergency, 
dhe boat returned, the other ſhip refuſing to receive 
che men who had deſerted their duty. The admiral 
> then ſeeing no hopes of ſaving his own veſſel, took 
the boat, and going with his men on board the other, 
> the next morning diſpatched meſſengers to inform the 
4 cacique of this diſaſter, and to deſire the aſſiſtance 
of the natives in unlading the ſhip. The cacique, 
p 1 who condoled their misfortunes with tears in his 
eyes, immediately ordered his people to repair to 
the wreck in their canoes, and to obey Columbus's 
f directions; and by their aſſiſtanee all the valuable 
effects were carried on ſhore, and depolited in houſes 
; 4 appointed for that purpoſe. | 
7 On the 26th of December this friendly cacique, 
| 'Z whoſe name was Guacanagari, paid another viſit to 
* the admiral, whoſe loſs he lamented with many 
* expreſſions of ſorrow ; made him ſeveral preſents, 
and perceiving how fond the Spaniards were of gold, 
7 promiſed to ſend for a great quantity of that metal 
from a place called Cebao. Mean while a canoe with 
Indians from another iſland brought plates of gold to 
exchange them for bells, on which they ſet a very 
great value, and the ſeamen on ſhore traded with the 
natives of Hiſpaniola who came from the inland part 
of the country, and bartered gold for points and 
FT other trifles. Among the reſt, an Indian came to 
me ſhore with a piece of gold that weighed four 
Founces, and holding it in one hand (ſtretched out the 
Yother, and an hawk's bell being put into it, he let 
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go the gold and ran away, thinking he had cheated 
the Spaniard. k 
Columbus being greatly pleaſed both with this 
iſland and the manners of its inhabitants, reſolved to 
ſettle a colony upon it, and was encouraged to take ] 
this ſtep by many of his men voluntarily offering to 
ſettle there: while the cacique Guacanagari inſtead Þ'# 
of being diſpoſed to take umbrage at their neigh- F7 
bourhood, conſidered them as valuable allies, 8. 
would protect him from the invaſion of the carribbe 
Indians : and in order to ſhew the importance of his 
friendſhip, Columbus gave orders, in the preſence 0 
this prince, for firing a great gun at the wreck, 


through which the ball penetrated, and fell into te 


water on the oppoſite ſide, to the great aſtoniſhment 
of the Indians, who believed that their gueſts knew 
how to dart the thunder of heaven, and therefore 
carneſſly implored their protection. In compliance 1 
with this requeſt made to him by Guacanagari, Co- [ | 
lumbus ordered a fort to be built of the timber of the |? 
wreck, and having furniſhed it with proviſions, am- " * 
munition, ſmall arms and cannon, manned it with a 
garriſon of thirty-{ix men under the command of Ro- J ; 
derick d'Eſcovedo, Peter Gutieres and James d' A- 
rana, whom he warmly recommended to the favour a 
and good offices of the friendly cacique and his peo- 1 
ple. Having thus provided the fort with all neceſ- 
ſaries, he cauſed a few houſes to be built, named the 
place the town of the Nativity, and reſolved to re- 4 
turn immediately to Caſtile, leſt ſome misfortune 1 
happening to the only ſhip he had now under his 
command, he ſhould be for ever diſabled ſrom letting 
their catholic majeſties know the important diſcoveries 
he had already made, and the countries he had an- 
nexed to their dominions. 116 
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When every thing was ready for his departure, he 

called thoſe together who chuſe to be left upon 
the iſland, and addreſſing himſelf to them, deſired 
them to return thanks to God for having carried 
them to ſuch a country to plant his holy faith; and 
not to forſake him their almighty friend, but by liv- 
1 5 ing like good chtiſlians to inſure his protection; he 
exhorted them to love and obey their captain; to 


his people; and that the opinion of their coming 
from heaven might be confirmed, they ſhould offer 
no violence to any of the natives, obſerving that it 
would be for their intereſt to barter with them fairly 
without covetouſneſs; to endeavour. to learn their 
2 language, which would be of great uſe, and to gain 
their friendſhip, which would render them happy and 
| ; 7 ſecure. In return for which, he promiſed to intreat 
their majeſties to reward them for opening the way to 
chat new world. 
Nee ſet ſail from the port of Nativity on the 4th of 
* ; January, taking ſuch notice of the land as would 
enable him to diſcover the mouth of the harbour in 
any future expedition; and failing to a high moun- 
tain, he gave it the name of Monte Chriſto; but 
che wind being contrary, he had made but little 
" 7 way, when two days after he fell in with the Pinta, 
ö 4 under the command of Martin Alonzo Pinzon, who 
going on board, ſtrove to excuſe his deſertion, by 
I pietending he had loſt fight of the admiral in the 
night, and by alledging other frivolous excuſes ; but 
though Columbus plainly ſaw the fallacy of all theſe 
pretences, he diſguiſed his ſentiments rather than run 
any riſk of prejudicing the common cauſe, by giving 
riſe to a dangerous diſſention. 
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Pinzon had failed to a river 15 leagues to the eaſt 
of the port of Nativity, where he had ſpent ſixteen | 
days in bartering with the natives for gold, of which 
he had procured a conſiderable quantity; one half 
whereof he diſtributed amongſt his crew in order to | 
obtain popularity, and to gain their conſent to keep 
the remainder for his own uſe, He afterwards an- 
chored near Monte Chriſto, the wind not permitting 4 | 
to proceed farther, and then he failed in his boat up t; 
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a river to the ſouth-welt of the mount, where diſco- 1 
vering ſome gold duſt among the ſand, he called it 
the Golden River. 

On the 13th of January, being near the cape cal- *; 
led Enamorado, Columbus ſent his boat on ſhore, 1 
where there ſtood ſome Indians, with all the ſigns of 
conſternation and great fierceneſs in their countenan- 3 
ces. They were armed with bows, arrows, and |; 
ether weapons, and made a ſhew of oppoſition ; but 
by the mediation of a St. Salvador Indian, they were 
brought to a kind of conference. One of them then . 
ventured to board the admiral's ſhip, but appeared 
extremely ſavage both in his ſpeech and aſpect, which 
was ſmutted with charcoal. This man having an- 5 5 
ſwered ſeveral queſtions, partly by ſigns and partly 4 
by means of the Indian interpreter, he was in Fi 
and then ſet aſhore with preſents of glaſs beads and | 
hits of red and green cloth, that he might perſuade 
kis countrymen to bring gold in exchange for ſach * 
trifles. 4 

At the place where he was ſet on ſhore, there were 4 
59 men with long hair, adorned with plumes of par- F 
rots feathers, and being armed with bows and ar- 
rows, refuſed to trade with the Spaniards, notwitk⸗ 'Y 
ſtanding the perſuaſions of their countryman; but on ? 
the contrary treated them with ſcorn, and even be. 
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gan to commit hoſtilities, The Spaniards, who 
were but ſeven in number, ſeeing them advance with 
fury in their looks, met them half way, and boldly 
charging them, ſhot one with an arrow and wounded 
another with a ſword, on which they inſtantly fled. 
Columbus was far from being diſpleaſed at this ſkir- 
miſh, which he imagined would give them ſuch an 
high opinion of the bravery of his men, as would pre- 
vent their making any attempts to the prejudice of 
wee ſettlement at the Nativity. 

on the 16th of January, the admiral ſet ſail with 
$ his two ſhips for Spain, but after having enjoyed a 
favourable gale till they were within 263 leagues to 
the weltward of Ferro, they were overtaken by ſuch 
a tempeſt on the x4th of February, that the fea run- 
ning mountains high, they were unable to work their 
veſſels, and were toſſed about to the mercy of the 
waves. During this ſtorm, the two ſhips were ſepa- 
rated, when the ſeamen in each, concluding that 
thoſe in the other had periſhed, betook themſelves 
to acts of devotion, and the admiral vowed to go a 
pilgrimage to our lady of Guadalupe; but the ſtorm 


& till increaſing, the whole crew of the admiral's ſhip 
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joined in a vow to walk barefoot and in their ſhirts 
to ſome church dedicated to the bleſſed virgin, in the 
chriſtian country on which they ſhould land. They 
had great ſcarcity of proviſions, and their ſhip want- 
Ing ballaſt, was in danger of being overſet. To re- 
medy this laſt inconvenience, Columbus ordered his 
caſſes to be filled with ſca-water, and that his diſco- 
very might have ſome chance of being known, in caſe 
he and his men periſhed, he wrote a brief account of 
it upon two ſkins of parchment which he wrapt in oil- 
cloths covered with wax, and having incloſed them 
C 2 
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in two ſeparate caſks, had them thrown into the ſea, 
This muſt be allowed to have been an extraordinary 
inſtance both of his prudence and fortitude, 

On the 15th of February, at which time the ſtorm 
till continued, one of the ſailors diſcovered land, 
which the pilot judged to be the rock of Liſbon, 
though the admiral imagined it to be one of the Azo- 
res; and ſoon after they diſcovered other land which 
proved to be St. Mary, one of the Azore iſlands, 
where they with great difficulty caſt anchor four days 
after. The admiral being lame of both his legs in 
conſequence of the fatigues he had undergone, many 
of the inhabitants came on board with freſh proviſions 
and compliments from the governor, expreſſing their 
amazement at the ſucceſs of the expedition, and 
ſeeming to rejoice at Columbus's diſcovery, They 
were alſo ſurprized to ſec that they had outlived the 
ſtorm, and letting the ſailors know, that there was 
in that neighbourhood an hermitage dedicated to the 
bleſſed virgin, the admiral and his crew reſolved to 
perform their vow, by walking thither barefoot. To 
fulfil this penance, he ſent his boat on ſhore with one 
half of the company, with orders to return immedi- 


ately, that the reſt might ſucceed them in the ſame 


kind of devotion ; but the firſt company had no 
ſooner undreſt themſelves and begun their proceſſion, 
than they were attacked and made priſoners by the 
governor, who lay in ambuſh with ſome of his people 
for that purpoſe. 

Columbus having in vain waited from day- break till 
noon for the return of the boat, began to ſuſpect foul 
play, and not being able to diſcover the hermitage, 
he ſailed round a point, by which means he obtained 
a full view of it, and perceiving ſeveral Portugueſe 
on horſe-back alight and cnter his boat, as he ima» 
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gined, to attack the veſſel, he ordered the ſailors to 
be upon their guard. He hoped that the commander 
of theſe men would come on board, in which caſe he 
reſolved to detain him as an hoſtage; but the Portu- 
gueſe not daring to advance beyond a certain diſtance, 
be demanded the reaſon of their committing ſuch an 
outrage upon his men, who had gone on ſhore upon 
the faith of a ſafe conduct, and let them know that 
the king of Portugal would certainly be offended at 
this act of hoſtility, committed againſt the ſubjects 
of their catholic majeſties, with whom: he was in 
alliance. To this the Portugueſe captain anſwered, 
that what they had done, was by the king's expreſs 
orders, which giving Columbus reaſon to imagine that 
there was a breach between the two erowns, and cal - 
ling all his people to bear witneſs to what they had 
heard, he again directed his diſcourſe to the Portu- 
gueſe, and fwore that he would never quit his ſhip- 
till he had ſeized a hundred Portugueſe, and de- 
ſtroyed the whole iſhand, ; 

He now returned to the port he had left; but the 
next day the wind increaſing he loſt his anchors, and 
was obliged to ſtand out to: fea towards the iſland of 
St. Michael, though not without being expoſed to 
great danger from his having only three able ſeamen 
on board, the reſt being landmen, Indians and boys. 
The weather being mild, the next day he endeavour» 
ed to recover the ifland of St. Mary, which he reach» 
ed on the 21ſt, and ſoon after his arrival, a boat was 
ſent to him with five men and a notary, who, in the 
governor's name, deſired to: know whence the ſhip» 
came, and whether he had really the king of Spain's 
commiſſion. Being fativfied in theſe particulars the. 
returned and cauſed the Spaniards to- be releaſed: ;. 
| C 3 
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for the king of Portugal had ſent orders to all his 
governors to ſecure the admiral's perſon ; but as this 
ſcheme did not ſucceed on account of Columbus's A 
ſtaying on board, it was thought proper to diſmiſs 4 ; 
the priſoners. The admiral having recovered his 
men, departed from the iſland of St. Mary on the PS 
24th of February, with a very favourable wind; but 
on the 3d of March he was expoſed to another tem- 1 
peſt, during which his ſails were ſplit, and he nar- 
rowly eſcaped being wrecked on the rock of Liſbon FR 
which they accidentally diſcovered at midnight; but 
having weathered it with great difliculty, he was the | , 
next day obliged to come to an anchor in the river 
Tagus, on which he immediately ſent an expreſs by © 
land to their catholic majeſties with the news of his? | 
arrival, and another to the king of Portugal, to de- 
fire leave to caſt anchor before the city, as he did not 4 
think himſelf ſafe in his preſent ſtation. j 
On the 5th of March the maſter of a guard- ſhip, 
with a boat filled with armed men, came up to Co- 
lumbus, and ordered him to give an account of himſelf | 
to the king's officers, as was cuſtomary with all the = 
veſſels that entered the river. To this Columbus 
replied, that he was the king of Spain's admiral, and 3 
would not degrade himſelf ſo far as to ſend the molt 
inconſiderable perſon on hoard his ſhip on ſuch an er- 
rand. The Portugueſe finding him reſolute, deſired 
to ſee the king's letter, which being complied with, 1 
they returned to their ſhip, and made a proper report 
to Alvaro de Acunha, who ſoon after came on board | 
Columbus's ſhip, attended with fifes, drums, and 
trumpets, and congratulated him on his return with 
many expreſſions of friendihip. The nature of Co- 
lumbus's voyage was no ſooner known at Liſbon, 


than the people were filled with the utmoſt curiolity 
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A to ſee the Indians, and to learn the particulars of his 


amazing diſcovery ; the whole river was therefore 
ſoon covered with boats filled with people, ſome of 
whom praiſed God for Columbus's ſucceſs, while 
others lamented the hard fate of their nation, which 
had loſt ſuch a prize through the ineredulity or ava- 
rice of their king. 2 

His majeſty having received the admiral's letter, 
gave orders for his being preſented with all kinds of 
refreſhments and neceſſaries gratis, and at the ſame 
time wrote to him to congratulate him upon his hap- 
py return, and to let him know that he deſired to ſee 
him before he left his dominions, Columbus at firſt 
doubted whether he ought to accept this invitation; 
but conſidering that Spain and Portugal were at peace, 


and that he had been already treated by the king 


with. uncommon reſpect, he reſolved to wait on his 
Portugueſe majeſty, who then reſided at Val Paraiſo, 
a place nine leagues from Liſbon ; he therefore ſet 
out on Saturday the gth of March, when the king 
ordered his whole court to go out and meet him, and 
Columbus being conducted into the royal preſence, 
his majeſty inſiſted on his putting on his cap; and be- 


ing ſeated in his preſence, he heard with ſeeming - 


pleaſure, the particulars of the voyage, and offered 
to ſupply him with every thing he deſired ; yet ob- 
ſerved, that as Columbus was before in his ſervice, 
the conqueſt of right belonged to him; but the ad- 
miral modeſtly gave his reaſons for being of a con- 
trary opinion; to which the king replied, that * it 
« was very well, and he did not doubt but that 
* juſtice would be done.” 

Columbus having ſtaid all Sunday, and part of 
Monday, took his leave, after his majeſty had in vain 
attempted, by very conſiderable offers, to re-engage 
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him in his ſervice. On his return, he was attended 
by many perſons of rank, and paſſing by a monaſtery 
in which was the queen, her majeſty defired to ſee 
him, and received his viſit in a reſpectful manner. 


The ſame night a gentleman arrived from the king 


to inform him, that if he choſe to go to- Caſtile by 
land, he would accompany him, and provide him 
with accommodations on the road, as far as the fron- 
tiers of Portugal. This offer he declined with ſuita- 
ble acknowlegements, and ſetting ſail on Wedneſday 


the 13th of March, arrived on the Friday following 


at Saltes, and came to an anchor in the port of Palos, 
whence he had departed on the 3d of Augult in the 
preceding year. 

Columbus was received on his landing. by all the 
people in proceſſion, giving thanks to God for his 
facceſs, which it was hoped would greatly redound 
to the ſpreading of chriſtianity, and the advantage of 
their cathohc majeſties. Pinzon had already arrived 
in Galicia, and had reſolved to carry in perſon the a- 
greeable news of the diſcovery to court, when he 
received orders which forbad his coming without the 
admiral, under whoſe command he had been ſent on 
the expedition ; and this mortifying diſappointment 
made ſuch an impreſſion upon him, that he immedi- 

ately fell ſick, and returning to the place of his birth, 
he in a few days after died of grief and vexation. 

In the mean time Columbus ſet out for Seville, on 
his way to Barcelona, where their majeſties then re- 
fided, and the roads were crouded by people of all 
ranks who flocked to ſee him and the Indians in his 
train, He arrived at Barcelona about the middle of 
April, and was received by the whole court and city 
in the moſt ſolemn manner. The ſtreets could not 
contain the multitudes that preſſed to ſec him, with 
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IF the Indians and the curioſities he brought, which 
I were carried uncovered. Their majeſties, to do him 
2X honour, ordered the royal throne to be placed in pu- 
& blic, on which they ſeated themſelves with prince 
* John under a canopy of cloth of gold. The admi- 
ral was introduced by ſeveral gentlemen, and, on his 
I approaching the throne, the king roſe up and gave 
him his hand to kiſs, when Columbus kneeling, his 
5 q | majeſty deſired him to riſe, ordered a chair to be 
2 brought him, and made him ſit by his ſide. Columbus 
ten gave an account of his voyage, his diſcoveries, 
and his hopes of finding ſtill more extenſive and im- 
portant countries; ſhewed them the Indians, as they 
appeared in their native countries, and gave them a 
& ſpecimen of every thing he had brought from the 
new world, When he had done ſpeaking, their 
majeſties roſe, and kneeling down with their hands 
E lifted up, and with tears in their eyes, returned 
thanks to God, which was immediately followed, by 
ide choirilters of the chapel ſinging the Te Drum: 
lo ſhort, Columbus was treated as a grandee of 
the firlt-rank who had performed the moſt important 
ſervices for his country, and. when the king rode 
about Barcelona, he would have him conſtantly by 
his ſide 3 an honour which had been conferred upon 
none but princes of the blood. He was alſo gratified 
with new patents, which confirmed and enlarged the 
privileges he had before obtained. The more his 
8 diſcoveries were canvaſſed by the council, the more 
important they appeared, and therefore their catho- 
lic majeſties not only agreed that he ſhould continue 
them, but diſpatched an ambaſſador to pope Alexan- 
þ der VI. to deſire him to exert his apoſtolic authority 
in their favour, and to grant them an excluſive title 
to the countries that had been, or ſhould be diſco- 
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34 THE VOYAGES 
vered. The pope complied with his requeſt, and il 


drawing a line from pole to pole, at the diſtance of 

100 leagues weſtward from the Azores, or from the G * 
Cape de Verd Iſlands, beſtowed on their catholic 
majeſties the dominions of all the ſovereigns and | 

— Rates in that extenlive part of the globe. | x 

Ky 8. 

| Ip 
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= 0 
Columbus's ſecond voyage. He ſails with a more nu« v 

merous fleet, arrives at the Caribbee- Iſlands, and © 
diſcovers Dominica, Marigalante and Guadalupe, 1 2 
in which laſt place he lands, and endeavours in 1 ; 2 
vain to trade with the natives, He thence 1 © \ 
ceeds to ſeveral other iſlands, the moſt remarkable | 
of which are Montſerrat, and St. John's, and 
arriving at Hiſpaniola, finds the colony ruined, i 
and the Spaniards deſtroyed by their own folly ; 
upon which he reſtores things to a good ſituation ; =_ 
quells a mutiny, and having taken the moſt pru-— 
dent meafures, ſets ſail upon other diſcoveries, 8 
lands at Jamaica ; meets with a multitude fi 
 #/lands, to which he gives the name of ihe Queen | 
Garden ; ſteers along the coaſt of Cuba, and after 4 

- ſuffering many difficulties, returns to Hiſpaniola, | 
where he finds every thing in great confuſion ; but 
baving made new regulations for the ſecurity of the 
ſettlement, he ſails for Spain. 


— : 2 99 4 
Rat Rag. Mp W 


N a little time, ſuch meaſures were taken for Co- 
lumbus's ſecond expedition, that ſeventeen veſſels 
were fitted out for farther diſcoveries, and the ſettle- 
ment of colonies. The thirſt of gold, and the ſuc- 
ceſs of the firſt voyage drew together ſuch a multi- 
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3 tude of volunteers, that a great number were reject- 
ed, the admiral reſolving to take no more than fifteen 
A hundred perſons, amongſt whom there were many ar- 
WF tificers and labourers, 
Columbus having provided all kinds of utenſils, 
and a large ſtock of the trifles moſt agreeable to the 
Indians, and having taken on board cows, horſes, 
f aſſes, and other animals for breeding in the new 
plantations, with the ſeeds of plants, trees, and all 
kinds of grain, etc. he ſailed from the road of Cadiz 
on the 2 5th of September, 1493, and ſtood ſouth- 
* welt for the Canary iſlands. He arrived at the 
4 Grand Canaria on the 2d of October, and on the 5th 
anchored at Gomera, where he took in water, wood 
and cziile, and in par:icular eight ſows, from which 
1 # were produced all the ſwine now in the Welt Indies *. 
4 On the 7th he continued his voyage for the Indies, 
after his having delivered his orders ſealed up, which 
were not to be opened unleſs the fleet ſnould be ſe- 
parated by ſtreſs of weather: They now ran 400 
leagucs welt of the Canaries without meeting with 
any. of thoſe weeds which they had ſeen in their firſt 
voyage. 

On the 2d of November, Columbus perceiving a 
great alteration in the winds, and there falling a vio- 
lent ſhower of rain, concluded that he was near land, 
and the next morning obſerved about ſeven leagues 
to the weſtward, a high mountainous iſland, which 
he named Dominica t, from its being diſcovered on 


They received the name of Welt-Indies from Colum- 
bus's ſailing to them by the weſt, and expecting to find the 


ſpices at that time brought from the caſt by the way of the 
Red Sca | 


+ Dominica is now ſub;ect to Eogland but is very lit- 
tle cultivated, 
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2 Sunday. Three other iſlands were diſcovered | 
much about the ſame time, when the people aſ. F 
ſembling on the poop, returned thanks to God for theit 
wonderful ſucceſs, in having failed near 800 leagues in C 
the ſpace of twenty days. The admiral finding no 
convenient place for anchoring on the eaſt fide f 
Dominica, ſtood over to another iſland which he cal - 
led Marigalante *, after his own ſhip, and having (% 
landed, he with the uſual ſolemnity, took poſſeſſion 
of it for their catholic majeſties, as he had before 775 
done with reſpect to all the other iſlands he had diſ ./ 
covered. | 11 
On the ach of November, he ſailed to another 
confiderable iſland, which he named St. Mary of 1 
Guadalupe +, in conſequence of a promiſe he had g 
made to the friars belonging to a convent of that f 
name. He there, at two leagues diſtance, perceived 
a very high rock which terminated in a point, whence y 
guſhed a large torrent of water, which fell with a 
prodigious noiſe, Here he landed ſome men who 
went to a town, which at their approach, was aban- FR 
doned by all the inhabitants, except the children, tio 
whoſe arms the Spaniards tied a few baubles, as a 
mark of friendſhip. They here found geeſe, like 
thoſe of Europe, a great number of large parrots, # 
and other birds, pompions, ananas, or pine-apples, 
of exquilite taſte and flavour: they alſo found bows 
and arrows, cotton, and ſeveral other things, which 
they left behind them in order to give the owners a 
good opinion of their morals, 

The next day the admiral ſent two boats on ſhore 
with orders, if poſſible, to take a view of the natives, 


as ts. ao ods hoes (% » oo Aw ot ed a mn OA- 23 aa 


This is at preſent ſubject to England. 


+ This, which is one of the largeſt of the Caribbee- 
iſlands, is now ſubjeQ to England. 


＋ 1 2 « , 2 
—ä— 


OF COLUMBUS. 37 


from whom he might obtain ſome important informa- 
tion ; and theſe returned with two young men, who 
by their ſigns let him know that they were born in 
another iſland, and were taken priſoners by thoſe of 
Guadalupe, who were called Caribbees. The boats 


again going on ſhore for ſome of the men they had 


left, found ſix women who had fled to them, and 
deſired to be carried on board, which being done, 
the admiral gave them bells and beads, and then diſ- 


2 miſſed them, though by their ſigns, they ſhewed an 
'F* ardent deſire to ſlay ; but they were no ſooner land- 
ed, than the Caribbees robbed them of their orna- 
ments in the very fight of the Spaniards, The next 
time the boat's crew landed, theſe poor creatures 


leaped into the boat, and by the moſt expreſſive geſ- 


F tures, implored protection from the cruelty of the 


iſlanders, who, they ſignified, had kept their huſ- 


bands in ſlavery, This information occaſioned their 


being brought to the admiral, whom they gave to 


7 underſtand, that towards the ſouth, there were many 


1 iſlands, and a large continent. Columbus would 


have immediately left Guadalupe, had he not been 


informed, that the captain of one of the ſhips had, 
without his permiſſion, landed with eight men before 
it was light, and was not yet returned; he therefore 
ſent ſeveral of his people on fhore, with trumpets 
and muſkets, the noiſe of which might be heard 
through the woods; and this ſearch proving fruitleſs, 
he ſent another detachment of forty men, command- 
cd by a captain, with orders to proceed through the 
country, and make obſervations on its productions. 
They found abundance of cotton, ſome trees which 
in taſte and ſmell reſembled cinnamon, and alſo frank- 


mcerſe, ginger, ſanders, aloes, and maſtie. They 
_ | 
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likewiſe ſaw nightingales, daws, partridges, peeſe, 1 
herons, kites and, falcons. While they were thus 
employed, the ſtragglers returned of their own ac- 


cord, when Columbus ordered their captain to be put 


in irons, and puniſhed the reſt by ſhortening their | 
allowance of proviſions, The Admiral himſelf then 


landing, found great quantities of cotton, ſpun and 
unſpun, with many human ſkulls and bones hung up 
in baſkets; and obſerved that the natives were bet- 
ter accommodated with lodging, proviſions, and o- 
ther neceſſaries, than thoſe of the other iſlands he 
had before diſcovered. 

On the roth of November, the Admiral weighed 


anchor, and failing with his whole fleet towards the 2) | 
northwelt i in ſearch of Hiſpagiola, paſſed an illand, to 
which, on account of its height, he gave the name 


of Montſerat * ; and having paſſed by St. Mary Re- 
donda, and St. Maria la Antiqua F, he diſcovered 
ſeveral other iſlands, near one of which he caſt an- 
chor, and called it St. Martin, His people here 
ſeized four men and three children ; but as the boat 
was. putting off with them from hom. they met with 
a canoe, in which were four men and one woman, 
who finding it impoſſible for them to eſcape, put 
themſelves in a poſture of defence, when the woman 
ſhot an arrow with ſuch force and dexterity, that it 
paſſed through a ſtrong target; but the Spaniards 
endeavouring to board them, overſet the canoe, on 


»FThis iſland, which is one of the ſmalleſt of the Ca- 
ribbees, is now ſubje to the Engliſh, ö 

+ Now called Antigua. This iſland, which is 20 miles 
long, and near as many broad, is alſo ſubject to England. 
Its chief produce is ſugar : but as it has the misfortune to 
have no brooks or rivers, the inhabitants lave the rain-wa* 
ter in ciſterns and reſervoirs. 
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which the Indians betook themſelves to ſwimming, 
and one of them uſed his bow and arrow in the wa- 
ter, with the ſame dexterity as if he had been on dry 
land. 

The admiral again ſetting fail, continued his courfe 
weſt-north-weſt, leaving to rhe northward above fifty 
iſlands, the largeſt of which he called St. Urſula, and 
the others, the Eleven Thouſand Virgins. He then 
came to an iſland, to which he gave the name of St. 
John Baptiſt, and having anchored in a bay on the 
© welt ſide of it, his men caught ſeveral kinds of fiſh, 
as ſkate, ſoles, pilchards and ſhads ; and alfo faw 
& falcons, and ſome ſhrubs refembling wild vines. Some 
of the men afterwards landed, when they perceived 
feveral houſes, with a ſquare in their front, from 
which was a ſpacious road down to the fea, flanked 
on botly ſides with towers made of cane, the tops of 
which were curiouſly interwoven with greens, and 
at the end of the road next the ſea, was raiſed a lof- 
ty gallery or balcony capable of containing ten or 
twelve perſons, 

On the 21ſt, the admiral arrived in the bay of Sa- 
mana, on the north ſide of Hiſpaniola, and immedi- 
ately ſent on ſhore one of. the Indians, a native of 
that part of the country, whom he had carried into 
Spain, and who being converted to the chriſtian faith, 
undertook for the ſubmiſſion of all his countrymen. 

The admiral continuing his voyage to the town of 
the Nativity, was viſited at cape Angel by ſome la- 
dians, who came on board to barter their commodi- 
ties for thoſe of the chriſtians ; and coming to an an- 
chor in the port of Monte Chriſto, ſome of his peo- 
ple were ſent aſhore in a boat, when to their great 
furprize, they ſaw at a ſmall diſtance, the bodies of 
D 2 
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two men, with a rope about their necks, made of a+ 


kind of broom, and their arms extended upon a piece 
of wood in the form of a croſs ; but though they 
could not difſcera whether they were Europeans or 
Indians, they conſidered this as an ill omen. 

The next day, which was the 26th, the admiral 
ſent ſeveral perſons on ſhore in different places, when 
many of the Indians went to them with great confi- 
dence and appearance of friendſhip, and pronounced 
ſeveral Spaniſh words they had learned from the ſet- 
tlers, which caſed the admiral of the apprehenſions 
he had begun to conceive, judging that they would 
not have behaved with ſuch freedom and unconcern, 
had they bcen conſcious of their having injured the 
men he had left behind him; but the next day put 
an end to his doubts; for on his anchoring near the 
town of Nativity, ſome Indians in a canoe came to 
the fleet inquiring for the admiral ; but refuſed to 
come on board till they ſaw him: from them he 
learned, that tome of the chriſtians left there, died 
of diftempers, and the reft were feparated, and gone 
to other countries; but though Columbus ſuſpected 
foul play, he for the preſent concealed his ſuſpicions, 
and the ſame evening diſmiſſed the meſſengers with a 
preſent of baubles made of tin, and other trifles for 
the cacique Guacanagari, and themſelves, 

The next morning Columbus landed, when, to bis 
great concern, he ſaw nothing but ruin and deſolati- 
on; the houſes and fort were burnt, and nothing 
left belonging to the chriſtians but a few ragged 
cloaths, and things of no. value, As he had ordered 
the Spaniards, at his leaving them, if any thing hap- 
pened, to throw the gold into a well he had made in 
the fort, he ordered that well to be cleanſed ; but 
vo gold was to be found chere: he ſoon after found 
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the bodies of eleven Spaniards, who ſcemed to have 
been dead about a month. However, while he was 
ruminating on this event with a mind filled with re- 
ſentment and ſorrow, he: was viſited by the: cacique 
Guacanagari's brother, who: came attended by ſome 
Indians, who had learned to talk a little Spaniſh, and 
by them he was informed that he had ſcarce ſet fail, 
when thoſe he had left behind began to quarrel a- 
mongſt themſelves, every man endeavouring to amaſs 
all the gold he could obtain, and to take as many 
wives from the natives as his unbounded appetite de- 


' manded. That Eſcovedo and Peter Gutieres having 


killed one of the men named James, had, with nine 
others, retired with their women to Caunabo, a ca- 
cique who was lord of the mines, and who put them 
all to death; after which, that cacique came attend- 
ed by a great number of men to deſtroy the town, 
when there were only James de Arana, and ten of 
his men, who had remained with him to guard the 
fort, the reſt having diſperſed themſelves about the 
iſland. Caunabo, who came upon them in the night, 
inſtantly ſet fire to- the houſes where thoſe cleven 
Spaniards lived with their women; on which they 
fied into the ſea, where eight of them periſhed, and 


the other three were ſlain on ſhore, while Guacana- 


1 
2 
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gari endeavoured to revenge the Spaniards by mak- 
ing war on Caunabo, but was put to flight, after his 
having received a dangerous wound which, confined 
him to his houſe, and prevented kis waiting on the 
admiral, 

This account perfectly agreed with the We 
received from ſome Spaniards who had been ſent up 
the country, and had viſited the wounded cacique 
at his own houſe, who greatly deſired to ſee Colum- 
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bus. The next day therefore the admiral paid him | 
a viſit, and was received with the utmoſt cordiality | 
and concern for what had happpened. Guacanagari | 
repeated the melancholy ſtory, with all the marks of 
unfeigned forrow, and at the ſame time ſhewed. his 
own wound, and thoſe of his men, which they had 
received in defence of the chriſtians, and that plainly 8 
appeared to have been made with wooden ſwords and 
arrows pointed with fiſh- bones, and not with any 
European weapons. The compliments of condo- 
lance being paſſed, the cacique preſented the admiral 
with eight ſtrings of ſmall beads, compoſed of red, | 
green, and white ſtones, a ſtring of gold beads, ; 
crown of the ſame metal, and three ſmall calabaſhe 
full of gold duſt, which weighed about thirty two 
ounces. In return for theſe valuable preſents, the 
admiral gave him a variety of baubles, which might be | ; 
worth about three reals, or twenty-pence. Though the! 
cacique was extremely ill, he inſiſted on attending his 
gueſt io the fleet, where he was courteoully entertained, | 
and much pleaſed at the ſight of the. horſes, of which 
the Spaniards had before given him an account. This 5 
cacique was aſterwards inſtructed in the myſteries af 
the chriſtian religion, which he was at firſt unwilling to 
embrace. ; 
Columbus being diſguſted at a ſpot which had been 
the ſcene of ſo many diſaſters, and knowing that there |? 
were beiter and more commodious places in the iſland, 
for a ſettlement, failed on the 7th of December with 
the whole fleet to the eaſtward, and caſt anchor be 
fore an Indian town, where he reſolved to plaut 1 
colony. With this view, the people deſigned wel ; 
ſettlers were landed, with proviſions and proper u- 
tenſils, in a plain where he built a town, to which he 
gave the name of Iſabella, in honour of the queen. 
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It was conveniently ſituated near a rock where a fort 
might be erected; the harbour was ſpacious, and at 
the diſtance of a bow-ſhot ran an excellent river, 
from whence canals might be eaſily cut through the 
midſt of the place, and beyond it lay an open plain, 
from which the Indians ſaid, the mines of Cebao 
were not far diſtant. 

From the 113th of December to the 12th of March 
in the following year, 1494, Columbus was employ- 
ed in compleating this new ſettlement, and having at 
length regulated the affairs of the town, he diſpatched 
Alonzo: de Hojedo, with fifteen men, in ſearch of the 
gold mines, and on the ad of February, ſent twelve of 
bis ſhips back to Caſtile, with a letter to their catholic 
majeſties, in which he gave a very particular account 
of whatever had happened fince his arrival in the 
Weſt- Indies. 

Hojeda ſoon after returned from this expedition, 
and informed the admiral that on the ſecond day af- 
ter he ſet out from Iſabella, he lay at the paſs of an 
almoſt inacceſſible mountain, and afterwards at the 
diſtance of every league, found caciques, by whom 
he was hoſpitably entertained ; but continuing his 
journey, he arrived on the ſixth day at the place cal- 
led the mines of Cebao, where he ſaw the Indians 
picking, up gold out of a ſmall river, as they did 
from many others in the ſame province. This infor- 
mation was highly agreeable to the admiral, who was 
juſt recovered from a fit of ſickneſs occaſioned by fa- 
tigue, and on the 12th of March, having cauſed all 
the ammunition belonging to the other ſhips to be put 
on board his own, he left a ſtrong guard in the two 
ſhips, and three caravels, and ſet out from Iſabella 
for Cebao, attended by all the reſt of his people, ſome 
of whom were on horſeback, and others on foot. 
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The admiral took this precaution of ſecuring the 
ſhips, in conſequence of his having detected a con- 
ſpiracy headed by one Bernardo de Paſa, who had 


embarked from Spain in quality of comptroller to 


their catholic majeſties. This perfon had taken the 
opportunity of the admiral's illneſs to tamper with 
fome of the men, who being diſappointed of the gold 
they expected to find without the leaſt trouble, and 
diſſatisſied with the regulations of the new ſettlement, 
readily joined with him jn the deſign of revolting 
from the admiral, and ſeizing the ſhips in order to 
return to Spain; but this mutiny being diſcovered, 
the admiral cauſed the ringleader to be ſeeured, till 
ke could have an opportunity of ſending him home to 
take his trial. | | 

Columbus, in order to fill the Indians with” the 
greater awe and reſpect, made his men march in 
regular order through the villages, with trumpets 
founding,” and colours flying, and alfo carried with 
him every thing neceſſary for building a fort at Ce- 
bao. He marched along the banks of the river 
which runs by Iſabella, and croſſing another river, 
lay in a pleaſant plain which extended to the foot of 
an high and craggy rock, which formed à paſs. The 
next day he entered a ſpacious plain, in which he 
travelled ſiye leagues, and ſpent a night near a broad 
river, which the men croſſed on floats and in canoes : 
This, which he called the River of Canes, falls into 
the ſea at Monte Chriſto. In his march he paſſed by 
many Indian towns, compoſed of round, thatched 
houſes, the doors of which were ſo. low that no per- 
ſon could enter them without ſtooping down, The 
inhabitants ſcemed to have very little notion of pri- 
vate property; for the Indians who attended the 
Spaniards from Iſabella, freely entered the houſcs 
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and took what they liked beſt, without giving the 
leaſt offence to the former poſſeſſors, while the latter 
attempted to take what they liked from the Spaniards, 
and ſeemed ſurprized at meeting with repulſe, The 
way was hitherto agreeably diverſified with mountains 
covered with vines, and other fruit-trees of various 
forts. | x | 

On the 14th of March, Columbus fer forwards 
from the River of Canes, and at the diſtance of a 


league and a half, arrived at the banks of another 


river, which he named the Golden River, from their 


s gathering here ſame grains of that metal. Having 


paſſed it with ſome difficulty, he proceeded to a large 
town, where he found that inany of the inhabitants 
had fled to the mountains, and the reſt. barred their 
doors againſt him with canes; and having paſſed by 


another river, and ſeveral towns which were barri- 


caded againſt him in the ſame manner, he entered the 
province of Cebao, which though rough and ſtony, 
yields plenty of graſs, which is. watered by ſeveral. 
rivers which abound. with gold waſhed down from the 
mountains; but though this is a very large province, 
it has few or no trees except ſome pine and palm - 
trees, which grow on the banks of the rivers. 

In this country he cauſed a fort to be ereded in a 
very ſtrong, though pleaſant ſituation, to command 
the country about the mines, and protect the Spa- 
niſh adventurers. The fort, which was build of 
timber and clay, was of ſufficient ſtrength to with» 
ſtand the attack of any number of Indians, and hay- 
ing placed a garriſon in it of ſixty men, among whom. 
were workmen of ſeveral forts, to finiſh: and repair 
the works, he ſet out on his return, and was met by 
conſiderable numbers of the natives, who came to 
ell their proviſians, which. chiefly canſiſted of a kind. 
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of bread, and garlick. On the 29th of March | 
he arrived at his new colony of Iſabella, where he 
found melons already fit to eat, though the ſeed had | 
not been above two months in the ground, and a wild 
vine of that country being pruned, produced large 
and excellent grapes ; ſome wheat which had been | 
ſown in the latter end of January, already produced | 
ears fit to gather; vetebes produced a ripe crop of a |: 
much larger ſort than thoſe they had ſown, within 
twenty-five day; ſugar canes, and the ſtones of fruit 
ſprouted out in ſeven days; vine-branches produced 
leaves in the ſame time, and yielded green grapes in 
twenty-five days: Columbus had thereſore great rea - 
ſon to be pleaſed with the foil and climate, and par- 7; 
ticularly with the water, which was extremely pure, 
cool and palatable. 1 
On the 1ſt of April, a meſſenger arrived at label A 
la, from the new fort, to which he had given the j* 
name of the caſtle of St. Thomas, with advice that 
the cacique Caunabo was preparing to attack that 
fort. Columbus was but little concerned at this news, | 
as he knew that he had nothing to apprehend from 
the natives, who were under great apprehenſions at 
the fight of his hotſes ; yet as he intended to go to 
ſea with three caravels, in order to diſcover the con- |? 
tinent, he thought it neceſſary to leave every thing 

in tranquillity behind him, and therefore ſent a rein- | | 

forcement to the fort, of ſeventy men, part of whom AF t 
were to be employed in making the road more paſſa- 
ble, and in ſearching for the fords of the rivers. In 4 
the mean time he compleated his town, which was 
laid out in regular ſtreets, with a convenient market- 
place; ſupplied it with river · water by a canal, and 
erected a water · mill for grinding wheat; but as his 
people were not accuſtomed to the food of the na- 
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tires, and proviſions began to fail, he reſolyed to 
ſend the ſuperfluous mouths to Spain. This ſtep he 
thought himſelf obliged to take, from his finding 
that the climate diſagreed with many of his people, 
who were in a ſickly and languiſhing condition. As 
for thoſe who enjoyed health, and were not abſo- 
lutely neceſſary in the town, they were ſent to tra- 
verſe the iſland, in order to obſerve its ſituation, and 
accuſtom themſelves to the Indian diet. Tbeſe were 
commanded.by Hojeda, who had orders to march to 
Cebao, and deliver up the command of theſe men to 


peter Margarite, who.was to conduct them round the 


iſland, while the former commanded the fort of St. 
Thomas. 

On the 29th of April, Hojeda, with his party, 
which conſiſted of above 400 men, left Iſabella, and 
having croſſed the river del Oro, or the Gold River, 
apprehended a cacique and his brother, whom he ſent 
in irons to the admiral, This cacique had accommo- 
dated three Spaniards, with five Indians, to carry their 
cloaths over a river, but being in the middle, they 


© turned back, and run away with the baggage, while 


the caeique, inſtead of puniſhing them, converted 


1 Vhat they had taken to his own uſe. Another 


cacique, who dwelt beyoogd the river, relying 


I on the ſervice he had done the Chriſtians, went 


with the priſoners to Iſabella, to intercede in 
their behalf. Columbus entertained him very 
kindly; but, to heighten the favour he intended 
to grant, ordered the cacique and his brother to be 
put to death in the market-place ; at which their 
honeſt friend ſhed a flood of tears, and earneſtly 
begged that their lives might be ſpared ; whereupon 
the admiral inſtantly forgave them. Theſe were no 


ſooner releaſed, than a man on horſeback, Who had 


-obtained a patent for making diſcoveries ; but 1his * 1 
man dying ſoon after, king Henry VII. ten a new pa- bu 
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juſt arrived from fort St. Thomas, told the admiral; ab 
that in his way through the town belonging to the an 
cacique, who had been his priſoner, he alone had be 


reſcued four Spaniards whom the Indians had taken 


by way of ' reprizal, and chaſed above 400 perſons, be 
who fled at the ſight of his horſe. hi 
The admiral being reſolved to diſcover the conti · m 
nent , appointed a council to govern the iſland in 1 in 
his abſence, conſiſting of his brother, Diego or 
James, who was preſident, and five other perſons. d; 
He then failed with three ſhips to Cuba, and running 
along the ſouth fide of that iſland, entered a large 
bay, which he called Puerto Grande, from its extent 
and depth of water. While he continued his courſe 
aloog the coaſt, a great number of Indians came 
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It is worthy of remark, that while Columbus w 
thus ſettling the affairs of Hiſpaniola, John Cabot, (a citi- | 
zen of Venice, who lived at Briſtol) and his ſon Sebaſtian, | 
ſailed from the laſt mentioned city upon difcoveries ; fav | 
the continent of Newfoundland, to which they gave the (i 
name of Prima Viſta or Firſt-ſeen; and on the 24th of 
June, the ſame year 1494, went aſhore on an iſland, which 
they called St. John's, from its being diſcovered on St. 
John's day. John Cabot, on his return to England, re- 
ported, that this iſland was barren ; but that the ſea near 
the coaſt abounded with fiſh ; that the people wore beat- 
ſkin clothes, and were armed with bows, arrows, —— | 3 
wooden clubs, darts and flings ; and upon this report, 3 


tent to his fon Sebaſtian, who ſet fail on the 4th of May, th 


1497, before Columbus began his third voyage. Sebaſtian Wl d. 
failed as bigh as 67 zo north latitude ; proceeded from 4 
thence into the latitude 56®, and from thence ran down tio 
399 along the coaſt of the continent of America, which be F 
expreſiy lays, was afterwards called Florida, where proviſ- g a 


ons growing ſhort, he ſailed back, touched at Newfquadland, | 
and returned to England. 
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abroad in their canoes with preſents of bread, water 
and fiſh; in return for which he gave them a few 
bells, beads, and other trifles, 

On the 5th of May he reached Jamaica *, where 
he had been told there was great plenty of gold. On 
his caſting anchor at that iſland, he thought it the 
moſt beautiful of any he had yet ſcen, and a ſurpriz - 

. ing multitude of the natives came in canoes of differ- 
ent ſizes to exchange proviſions for toys. The next 
day he coaſted along the iſland ; but ſending out his 
boats to ſound the mouths of the harbours, they 
ES were ſoon ſurrounded with canoes filled with armed 
wen, who ſeemed reſolved on beginning hoſtilities. 
However, the Spaniards being determined to enter 
Puerto Bueno, ſaluted them with ſuch a flight of 
arrows, that ſeveral of them being wounded, the reſt 
inſtantly retired. In that port the admiral repaired 
his ſhip, and afterwards ſailed back to Cuba, with a 
firm reſolution to know whether it was an ifland or a 
continent. The ſame day a young Indian of Jamai- 
ca coming on board, begged to accompany Columbus 
to Spain, and though many of his kindred, and other 
perſons intreated him with tears in their eyes to re- 
turn, he perſiſted in his reſolution, and the admiral 
gave orders that he ſhould be treated with the utmoſt 
FX civility, 
| On the 15th he reached the point of Cuba, which 
he named Cabo de Santa Cruz, or Cape Holy Croſs ; 
but as he coaſted along, was overtaken by a terrible 
ſtorm of thunder and lightning, which was the more 
dangerous as he was entangled amongſt the currents 
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» The reader may find an accurate deſcription of the 
preſent ate of Jamaica, in the account of the diſcoveries 
and ſettlements of the Engliſh, 
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and flats, which hindered him from taking in his ſails. 
He found the ſea to the north and north-eaſt of that 
iſland, covered with a prodigious number of ſmall, 
low, and ſandy iſlands, ſome of which ſcarcely ap- 


peared above the ſurface of the water, and conſe. | 
quently rendered the navigation very hazardous, It 
is true, the nearer they ſailed to Cuba, the higher 7 


and pleaſanter theſe little iſlands appeared, and it be- 


ing a matter of difficulty, and of no advantage to 5 
give a name to each of them, he ſtiled them all in 


general the Queen's Garden. The next day theſe 


iſlands ſeemed to multiply on all hands, ſo that his 


men reckoned 160 of them, parted from each other 
by navigable cannels, through which the ſhips ſailed, 


In ſome of them, they ſaw a great number of cranes 
that were as red as ſcarlet ; abundance of turtle and 
their eggs, and an infinite number of ſmall ſinging 


birds ; and, what appreared (till more extraordinary, 


the air was as ſweet as if it had been impregnated | 
with the richeſt perfumes. In one of the above chan- 4 
nels they found a canoe with fiſhermen, who ſeeing 
the boat approach, they without the leaſt concern i 
made ſigns to the Spaniards to keep off till they had 
done fiſhing ; and as their manner of catching fih M 
appeared very ſurprizing, they were willing to com- 
ply. Theſe men had tied ſome ſmall filhes called 4 
reyes, by the tail, which meeting with another fiſh, 


© 


fixed themſelves to it, by the ſucker on the top of ; 


the head, when the fiſhermen drew them up toge- 


ther, Upon this occaſion, they caught a ſea-turtle, I 
te whoſe neck the reve or ſucking-fiſh had faſtened Þ 
itſelf : and in this manner they will ſometimes adhere | 
to ſharks of the largeſt ſize, The Indians in the ca- 


noe having taken the turtle, went on board the ad- 
miral, and made him a preſent of all the fiſh they had 


4 
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caught; for which he gratified them with a few bau- 
bles. 

On the 22d of May, columbus landed in an iſland 
ſomewhat bigger than the reſt, which he called St, 
Mary's; but entering a town, all the inhabitants 
fled, when the Spaniards found nothing but fiſh in 
their houſes, which was all the food thoſe people 
lived upon, and ſome dogs reſembling maſtiffs, that 
lived on the ſame food, He then directed his courſe 
north-eaſt, where he was ſtill bewildered by an aſto- 
niſhing number of flats and iſlands; and notwith- 
ſtanding all his precautions, in founding and keeping 
men upon the round-top to look out, the {hip was of- 
ten aground, and this obliged him to relinquiſh his 


deſign of failing eaſt about, before he returned to 


Spain. 

Being now in great want of water, he again touch- 
ed at Cuba, when one of his ſailors mounting a tree 
with a croſs bow, to kill ſome bird or beaſt, diſco- 
vered thirty people armed with ſpears and ſtaves, and 
among them a perſon dreſſed in a white veſt which 
hung down to his knees, and carried by two men in 
long garments, that reached to their feet, all three 
being as white as the Spaniards ; but ſeeing ſo many 
of their attendants, he was terrified, and calling to 
his companions, the Indians ran away without look- 
ing back. The next day the admiral ſent ſome peo- 
ple on ſhore, to diſcover the truth of this report ; 
but the woods and marſhes were ſo impaſſable, that 
after having travelled about a league from the coalt, 
they were obliged to return, 

Having failed about ten leagues to the weſtward, 
they obſerved houſes on the ſhore, from whence the 
natives came in canoes with food and water, for 
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which they were well paid. The admiral however t! 
cauſed one of theſe Indians to be detained ; but told a 
him and the reſt, by his interpreter, that he would let o 
him go as ſoon as he had given him proper directions . a 
| for his voyage, and ſome account of the country, = 2 
The lodian, ſatisfied with this promiſe, let him know * 
| that Cuba was an iſland; and that the coaſt was very | e 
low, and ſurrounded by ſmall iſlands. = C 
| The next day the admiral being incloſed between 
two iſlands, was obliged to tow the ſhips cver a flat, v 
k where there was but very little water, when bearing WH tj 
l up to the coalt of Cuba, the Spaniards ſaw very large BY © 
turtle in ſuch numbers that they covered the ſea. The | | v 
next morning, the ſun was darkened by the multi- 
tude of ſea-crows, which flew towards the ſhore and FS t. 
lighted upon it; there alſo appeared abundance of f 
pigeons and other birds; and the next day, there © 
came ſach a ſwarm of butterflies, that they darkened a 
the air from morning till night, when they were cat # 
ried away by a great ſhower of rain. 5 
On the 13th, Columbus perceiving that the coaſt v 
of Cuba ran far welt, and that there would be the FF p 
greateſt difficulty in ſailing that way, reſolved to re- l. 
turn to the town he had begun to build at Hiſpanio- 4 a 


la; but being in want of wood and water, he anchor- RF a 
ed in Evangeliſta, an iſland of about thirty leagues in t 
compaſs, and having provided the ſhips with what 9 
they wanted, directed his courſe to the ſouth ; but 0 
after having failed a few leagues through a channel 
which ſeemed to be the cleareſt, found himſelf em- 
bayed, and being in a manner deſtitute of proviſions, Þ 
was under great conſternation, However, for fear 
of diſcouraging his men, he appeared as chearful as | 
poſſible, and having returned as he entered, failed ; 


towards ſome — to the north-welt, near to which 
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the ſea ſeemed to be of different colours, owing in 
all probability to the ſhallow water, and the nature 
of the bottom ſeen through it. Soon after, he ran 
aground ſo faſt that ſhe could not be got off without 
great difficulty and danger; but however, this was 
at laſt effected, and after many difficulties, he eſcap- 
ed from theſe ſhoals and iſlands, and arrived again at 
Cuba. 

On the 7th of July, landing to hear maſs, he was 
viſited by an old cacique, who appeared very atten- 
tive, and afterwards ſignified his belief of the exiſtence 
of a ſupreme Being, who rewards virtue and puniſhes 
vice in a future ſtate. 

On the 16th of Julv, as Columbus was ſteering 
towards Cape Cruz, in the iſland of Cuba, he was 
furprized with ſuch a violent ſtorm, that the ſhips 
were almoſt overſet before the fails could be furled, 
and they ſhipped ſo much water that the men were 
ſcarce able to keep them clear by pumping ; for his 
people were rendered extremely weak by fatigue and 
want of proviſions, their allowance being only a 
pound of biſcuit, and half a pint of wine a day, un- 
leſs they happened to catch fiſh. This allowance the 
admiral himfelf did not exceed. However, at his 
arrival at Cape Cruz, he was civilly entertained by 
the Indians, who ſupplied him with bread made of 
grated roots, with plenty of fiſh, and great quantities 
of delicious fruit, 

Columbus now ſtood over to Jamaica, and coaſting 
along to the weſtward, found that part of the iſland 
full of excellent harbours, and abounding with mha- 
bitants, He then made the ſouth ſid- of Hiſpaniola, 
and having loſt fight of the other rwo-ſhips that were 
under his command, caſt anchor at a ſmall iſland, 
| E 2 | | 
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where his men killed eight ſeals that Jay aſleep on the s 
ſhore, and took great numbers of pigeons and other 11 
birds, which being unaccuſtomed to the cruelty of the I; 
human ſpecies, ſtood (till while they were knocked . F 
down with ſtaves. 


Six days after, the admiral being joined by the WF x1 
other ſhips that were miſſing, proceeded on his voy- 1 
age, and coalted along Hiſpaniola, which exhibited | 
the proſpect of a delightful plain, extending a mile 
from the ſea, and ſo populous, that for a league to- 
=_ gether, it ſeemed to be one continued town, in the 4 
5 neighbourhood of which was a lake five leagues in 
length. Here the natives came on board in their ca- 1 
noes, and told the admiral, that they had been viſit- 
ed by ſome Spaniards from Iſabella, where all was 
well; when being greatly pleaſed with this informa» Þ 
tion, he immediately diſpatched nine men acrols the 
illand, with the news of his ſafe return, while he 4 


asd his ſhips continued ſailing along the coaſt to the 
tend. In this courſe he ſent the boat aſhore for 
Water, near 2 great town, from which the Indians“ 
came to oppoliheir landing, with boats and poiſon- 
ed arrows, and produced ſome ropes with which 
they threatened to bind the Chriſtians, Bat as ſoon 
as the boats reached the ſhore, they civilly laid down | 
their arms, aſked for the admiral, and carried him 
proviſions. Near this place, they ſaw a large fiſh of 
the lize of a middle whale, with a ſhell like that af 
a tortoiſe on its neck, It bore its head, which was 
of the ſize of a pipe or butt, above water; had a 
long tail like that of a tunny fiſh, and two vaſt fins 
on the fides. From this, and other concurring cir- g 
cumſtances, the admiral prognoſticated a change af 
weather, and ſeeking ſome place where he might ride | 


ſecure, caſt anchor under a little iſland, called by the WI i 
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Spaniards, Saona, He then obſerved an eclipſe of 
the moon, which was followed by a tempeſt that 
laſted ſeven days, during which he was under the 
greateſt apprehenſions on account of the other veſſels 
which could not get in. However, they weathered 
the ſtorm, and joined the admira], who continued his 
voyage, but was ſoon after ſeized with a lethargy, 
which deprived him of his ſenſes and memory. On 
this account, it was agreed to fail directly to Iſa- 
bella, where they arrived on the 29th of Septem- 
ber. The admiral, on his landing, ſoon recover- 
ed his health, though his weakneſs laſted ſeveral 
months. | 
Columbus, on his arrival, found his brother Bar- 
tholomew at Ifabella, and perceived that the natives 
had taken up arms againſt the Spaniards, The ad- 
miral's joy was extreme at the fight of Bartholomew, 
who returning to Spain from the court of England, 
where all his demands were granted, had been in- 
formed of his brother Chriſtopher's ſucceſs, by 
Charles, king of France, who preſented him with 
one hundred crowns, to defray the expence of his 
journey, Upon this, he made all the haſte he could 


to overtake the admiral in Spain; but before his ar- 


rival at Seville, Chriſtopher had failed on his ſecond 
voyage, However, waiting on their catholic maje- 
ſties, he was received with honour, and ordered to 
ſail with three ſhips to the Weſt- Indies, in order to 
carry proviſions to his brother, where he arrived, 
while the admiral was gone upon the diſcovery of 
Cuba, 

Chriſtopher Columbus now gave his brother Bar- 
tholomew the title of governor of the Indies, which 
their catholic majeſties very much reſented, alledg- 
ing that he had no power to grant ſo high an office; 
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but this difference was at lenght compromiſed, ang | 
his place confirmed under the title of Adelantado, or 


W. 

lord · lieutenant of the Indies. * 
Though Chriſtopher Columbus rejoiced at having 

the company and aſſiſtance of his brother, he wa c 
immediately involved in great trouble and vexation b. 
by the miſconduct of Peter Margarite, who inſtead af le 
obey ing his orders, by traverſing the iſland with 360 ee 
foot and 14 horſe, which had been left under hs at 
command, had encamped in a large plain, at ten f. 
leagues diſtance from Iſabella, from whence he di- te 
patched the moſt inſolent letters to the council; but BY wu 
finding at length, that he was unable to obtain the o 


ſupreme command, and dreading the return of the | n 
admiral, who might puniſh him for his preſumption, 0 
he, together with father Boyle, who had been ſent ÞY 
to convert the Indians, embarked on board one of 
the three ſhips that brought over Bartholomew, ande 
with others of his party, returned into Spain, wich- 
out aſſigning any reaſon for his departure, or diſpoſ- 1 
ing of the men under his command; on which they“ 
diſperſed themſelves through the country, robbed the 
natives of their women and effects, and committed 
ſuch outrages, as not only intirely alienated the 4 1 
fection of the Indians from the Spaniards, but induc- | 
ed them to lay ſchemes of revenge. A cacique, who | 
had a large town, attacking ſome ſmal! Rrageling | 
parties, killed ten of the Spaniards, and ſet fire to a E 
houſe in which eleven of them were ſick. Six of the | 
Spaniards were killed in other parts of the iſland, } 
and much greater numbers would have periſhed, had 
it not been for the admiral's return, The Indians 
indeed might have eaſily ſhaken off the Spaniſh yoke; | 
had they but united in their own defence; for there 
were four principal caciques or kings, each of whom 
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had ſeventy or eighty petty lords under his ſubjection, 
who were obliged, when called upon, to aſſiſt in the 
wars, 

Columbus was very uneaſy at finding that the 
Chriſtians, by their vices, had rendered themſelves 
hated by the Indians, who could not bear their inſo- 
lence and barbarity. Guacanagari, indeed, continu- 
ed a firm friend to the Spaniards, and viſiting the 
admiral at his return, declared that he had been ſo 
far from joining with his enemies, that he had pro- 
tected and maintained an hundred of his people, by 
which means he had incurred the diſpleaſure of the 
other caciques : Behechico had killed one of his wo- 
men, and another of them had been carried off by 
Caunabo; he therefore defired Columbus's aſſiſtance 
to recover the one, and to revenge the death of the 
other, This the admiral readily promiſed, and ſome 
of the natives who had murdered his men, being pu- 
niſhed with death, and others ſent into Spain, Co- 
lumbus and Guacanagari ſet out from Iſabella to pro- 
ſecute the war againſt the Indians, who were aſſem- 
bled to the number of 100,000, while Columbus's 
forces conſiſted only of 200 foot, 20 horſe, and 
20 wolf dogs, and Guacanagati's of a body of 
Indians, 

Columbus being in ſight of the enemy on the ſe- 
cond day of his march, divided the little army under 
his command into two bodies; one of which he gave 
to his brother Bartholomew, that by attacking the 
enemy in two places at once he might increaſe their 
terror and confuſion. The Indians were immediately 
thrown into diſorder by the diſcharge of the muſkets 
and croſs-bows, when the Spaniards ruſhing upon 
them with their horſes and dogs, ſo terrified them, 
that they were ſoon routed, and many {lain and taken 
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priſoners, among whom was Caunabo, with all his 


wives and children, who confeſſed, that he had be. 
fore killed twenty of the Chriſtians at the town of 


the Nativity, and that he intended to have acted in | 


the fame manner at Iſabella, This confeſſion, toge- 
ther with his being taken in arms, induced the admi. | 


ral to ſend him and his whole family into Spain, 


where they might be treated in ſuch a manner as was 


moſt agreeable to their catholic majeſties. 


This victory, and the captivity of Caunabo, ſo io 
much intimidated the Indians, that within the ſpace 


of a year, Columbus, without any other engagement, 


reduced the whole iſland to obedience, and impoſed | 
a quarterly tribute to be paid the king and queen of 
Spain; every inhabitant of Cebao being taxed at a Þ 
certain quantity of gold, and the reſt at 25 pounds 
of cotton a head. Things being thus ſettled to the 
ſatisfaction of all parties, the natives became ſo quiet q 
and pacific, that a ſingle Spaniard might travel with | 
ſafety over the whole iſland, and every where meet 
- With an hoſpitable and friendly reception. However, 
the diſeaſes of the climate, and change of diet, had | 


reduced the colony to leſs than one third of the 
number, that firſt ſettled at Iſabella. 


The Spaniards, by converſing with the natives, 


now became better acquainted with their manners 


and cuſtoms, and learned, amongſt other things, that 


the iſland produced ebony, cedar, long pepper, gin- 


ger, frankincenſe, a great number of mulberry- trees, 
and copper. 


In regard to religion, every cacique had a detach- 


ed temple ſet apart for the ſervice of certain wooden 


images called Cemies, before which they performed 


ſeveral ceremonies, and prayed with great devotion. 
In each of theſe temples was a round table, on which 
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was a certain powder, which being laid on the head 
of the idol, the devotee ſnuffed it up through an 
bollow cane, which conſiſted of two branches, at the 
ſame time repeating a kind of jargon, which ſeemed 
altogether unintelligible, and by this powder he was 
immediately intoxicated. Theſe images had different 
names, and ſome were in much higher reputation 
than others, ſo that a Cemi of character was fre- 
quently ſtolen. The Indians carefully concealed theſe 
ceremonies from the Chriſtians, whom they would 


not ſuffer to enter the place of their devotions. Hows 


ever, ſome Spaniards once ruſhed into a temple, at 
which the idol began to cry aloud in the Indian 
tongue : The Chriſtians however ſoon comprehend- 
ed, and diſcovered the trick, by kicking it down, 
when they perccaved, that it was ſupplied by a trunk, 
the farther end of which reached to a dark corner of 
the apaitment, where a man lay concealed among 
boughs and leaves, and ſpoke what was dictated by 
the cacique, who now finding himſelf detected, 
earneſtly intreated the Spaniards not to commu- 
nicate the diſcovery to his ſubjects, which would 
render it impoſſible for him to keep them in o- 
bedience, 

Moſt of theſe princes had alſo three ſtones, which 
both - they and their people devoutly worſhipped, 
he of which, they ſaid, preſided over the corn 
and other grain, the other affected women in 
child-birth, and the third had an influence on the 
weather. 4 

When a ſick Indian was eſteemed paſt recovery, 
he was ſtrangled by order of the cacique, and was 
either burnt, buried, or embalmed, at the pleaſure 
of his relations. Some, on being emboweled and 
dried, were lail in hammocks, with bread and 
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water at their heads, and others depoſited in a cave, 
furniſhed with the ſame kind of proviſions. It is ob. 
ſervable, that Caunabo being queſtioned about a fy. 
ture ſtate, ſaid, that after death he ſhould go to a N 
vale, where he ſhould find his parents and predeceſ. 
fors, and eat, and drink, and enjoy all ſenſual plea. Þ 
ſures in the higheſt perfection. 
But to return to Don Pedro Margarite and father? 
Boyle, who after having thrown the iſland into con- 
fuſion, had, as has been already mentioned, deſerted 
their poſts and went to Spain, Theſe perſons united 
in ſpeaking ill of the Indies, and miſrepreſented every | 
thing done by Columbus, becauſe they had not found 
gold ready for them to plunder, heaped up in chelts, 
or growing on the trees; and there being alſo letters 
written by ſome of the malecontents, which gave an 
ill character to the admiral, their catholic majeſties 
ſent John Aguado, groom of the king's bed -· chamber, 
to obſerve what was doing in the iſland of Hiſpanio - 
la, and to ſet fail with four ſhips laden with necel- 
ſaries, for the relief of the people. 3 
John Aguado arrived at Iſabella, while the admi- | 
ral was in a diſtant province, and pretending to be 
inveſted with extraordinary authority, interpoſed in 
matters of government; reproved the admiral's mi- 
niſters, and ſome time after followed Columbus, at- 
tended by a body of horſe and foot ; who being told 
\ that John Aguado was in ſearch of him, returned to 
Iſabella, where Aguado behaved with the utmoſt in- 
diſcretion, and treated the admiral with the greateſt | 
diſreſpe& ; while the people being diſcontented from 
their having no proviſions but a daily allowance out } 
of the king's ſtores, of a porringer of wheat, and | 
ſlice of ruſty bacon or rotten cheeſe, with a few beans | 
or Spaniſh peas, and the admiral obliging them, as | 
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they were in the king's pay, to work at the fortifica- 
tions, his own houſe, and other ſtructures, they 
complained to Aguado, and he reſolved to lay theſe 
complaints before their majeſties. 

At this time the four ſhips brought by Aguado 
periſhed by a hurricane in the harbour, and there was 
no veſſel left to carry him back, but the admiral's 
two caravels; when Columbus obſerving his pre- 
ſumption, ail being informed that others had miſre- 
preſented him at court, where he had no other ſup- 
port than his own merit, reſolved to appear before 
their majeſties in order to vindicate himſelf ; to let 
them know, what he had found in his ſecond diſco- 
very, relating to the iſſand of Cuba, and his 
opinion, as to the partition that was to be made be- 
tween the two crowns of Caſtile and Portugal. But 
beſore he left the iſland, he ordered new forts to be 
built; and being informed by ſome of the caciques, 
that there were gold mines on the ſouth fide of the 
iſland, he found it neceſſary, in order to ſupport his 
own credit, to diſcover as much of that metal as 
poſſible, and therefore ſent ſeveral perſons with Indi- 
an guides, who advancing into the moſt ſouthern 
province, found gold in all the brooks, and, digging 
in ſeveral places met with ſuch plenty of it, that 
one labourer in a day could get above three peſos. 


| Theſe they called the mines of St. Chriſtopher, 


from a fort the admiral ordered to _y erected 
there. | 

Columbus having ſettled the affairs of the and, 
and appointed his brother Bartholomew his lieute- 
nant, went on board one of the caravels, and John 


Azuado in the other, and taking with him 225 Spa- 


matds, who wanted to return, with thirty Indians, 


ſalled ſrom Iſabella, on the 10th of March, 1496. 
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perceiving that the Spaniards rowed towards the 3 
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He continued his courſe till the 6th of April, but 


no 

meeting only with contrary winds, and finding his hit 
proviſions falling ſhort, and his men diſcouraged, he ta 
ſtood off towards the Caribbee-Iſlands, and on the FRY af 
10th of April, anchored at Guadalupe, where many | a 
women came with bows and arrows to hinder theit! an 
landing; but as the ſea ran very high, the boats 2 ſh 
were not able to reach the ſhore ; upon which heco 
ordered two Indian women to ſwim to it, and to tell | : ill 
the iſlanders that they wanted nothing but proviſions, | m 
for which they would give them a valuable conſ. ar 
deration. eh 
The female warriors no ſooner underſtood the de · ye 


mand of the Spaniards, than they directed them to- 
ſail to the other ſide of the iſland, where they would] ol 
be ſupplied by their huſbands, But on their arrival FF 2: 
there, a great number of people came down to the! 

ſhore and diſcharged their arrows at the boats ; but 


land, .retired and formed an ambuſcade in.the neareſt þ* 
woods, whence they were eaſily driven by: the firing 
of guns, when their houſes and effects being abane 2 
doned, were. pillagg uſt: Epaniards, ho being 
acquainted awith th&:op :of making bread, went! 
to work, and madegficient quantity -of it to ſup- |} 
ply their wants In theſe Indian houſes, which, 
contrary to the practice of the other iſlands, were 
ſquare, they found large parrots, honey, wax and 
iron. While many of the people were employed n 
baking bread, the admiral ſent forty men to obtain 
ſome. intelligence of the country, and the next daß 
they returned with ten women and three boys, 
among(t whom was the wife of a cacique, hom 2 
man, born in the Canaries, bad much difficulty to 
. bygrtake,. which ' he could not have Uone, had! ſſie 
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not, on ſeeing him alone, turned back, when ſeizing 
him, ſhe threw him upon the ground, and would cer- 
tainly have ſtifled him, had not others came to his 
aſſiſtance. Theſe women ſwathed their legs with 
a piece of cotton from the ancle to the knee, 
and wore their hair long and flowing upon their 
ſhoulders ; but no other parts of their bodies were 
covered. It is pretended that the captive ſaid, the 
iſland was inhabited only by women, and that a- 


mongſt thoſe who endeavoured to oppoſe the Spani- 
ards, there were only four men who happened to be 


there by accident ; and that at certain times of the 
year, they came to propagate their {pccies. 

Columbus having provided his ſhips with a ſupply 
of wood and water, ſet ſall from Guadalupe on the 
20th of April, after having made ſome preſents to 
all the inhabitants they bad in their poſſeſſion, and 
ſet them on ſhore, except the chief and her daughter, 
who choſe to go lo Spain with Caunabo, who was a 
native of the Caribbees, though a cacique of Hiſpa- 
niola. 

On the 2oth of May, when the ſhips were about 
100 leagues welt of the*A heir proviſions be- 
gan to fail, on which each man was allowed only (ix 
ounces of bread, and ſomgthing leſs than a pint of 
water a day, and though there were eight or nine 
pilots in theſe two ſloops, yet none of them knew 
where they were. | ; 

On the 8th of June, feveral days after the reckon- 
ings of all the pilots had been out, except the admi- 
ral's, they were in ſight of Odemira, between Liſbon 
and Cape St. Vincent, which fome miſtook for the 
coalt of Galicia, while others maintained that they 
were in the Engliſh channel. The ſcarcity on board 
| F 2 | 
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was now ſo great, that many of the men propoſed to 
eat the Indians, while others, to ſave the little pro. 


viſion that remained, were for throwing them over. | 
board, Theſe cruel expedients were rejected by the 
admiral, who was obliged to exert all his addreſs and 5 
authority in order to protect them, and the next 


morning, he was rewarded for his humanity, with 
the ſight of land, which agreed ſo well with his hay- 
ing the evening before aſſerted, that he was near 
Cape St. Vincent, which all on board had laughed at, 


that his men believed he was actually prophetical in 


ſea- affairs. 

The admiral, on his landing, ſet out for Burgos, 
where he was favourably received by their catholic 
majeſties, who were then celebrating the nuptials of 


their ſon with Margaret of Auſtria, the daughter of 1 


the emperor Maximilian, He preſented the king 
and queen with ſeveral ſorts of ſpices, various kinds 


of rich woods, birds of beautiful colours, girdles and 
maſks adorned with gold plates, a large quantity of | 


gold-duſt, with grains of that metal of different ſizes; 


and had ſo far improved his former diſcoveries as to 
be able to affirm that there were innumerable iſlands Þ* 
in theſe new diſcovered ſeas, that had the richeſt ſoil,, 
and abounded with the moſt valuable natural produc- 


nons, 


Columbus having vindicated his own conduct to 7 
their majeſties ſatis faction, earneſtly ſolicited to be 4 
| ſent back with ſupplies to the colony he had left, 
both in want of men, and other neceſſarics ; but 
notwithſtanding the warmth of his ſolicitations, the 
court was ſo dilatory, that ten or twelve months elapſed | 


before he could obtain fupply, which was ſent in two | 


ſhips, commanded by Peter Fernandez Coronel. 
Aud after his departure, Columbus continued. at 
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court, to procure the equipment of ſuch a fleet as 
was proper for him to conduct to the Weſt-Indics, 
This was however long retarded, by the negligence 


and ill management of the king's officers, and parti- 
cularly of Don Juan de Fonſeca, arch-deacon of Se- 


ville, who was afterwards created biſnop of Burgos, 
and proved an inveterate enemy of Columbus, whom 
he at length brought into diſgrace, 


C HAP. III. 


Columbus's third voyage. He ſteers a new courſe, 
paſſes by the Cape de Verd iſkands, and anchors at 
one of them, where the Portugueſe ſent their le- 
pers to be cured by living upon turtle, He thence 
fails to the weſt, and diſcovers the iſle of Trink 
dad, and afterwards the continent, which he at 
ferſt ſuppoſed to be an iſland, but finding his mi- 
flake, called it Paria, He trades with the inha- 
bitants, and returns to Hiſpaniola. A ſuccinct᷑ 
hiftory of the troubles of that iſland, and of the 
admiral's endeavours to pacify them: but the 
court of Spain being alarmed ut the many com- 
plaints ſent from the Indies, depute a perſon to 
go thither, to hear and determine them ; upon 
which the admiral is ſent home in irons with his 


two brothers, 


OLUMBUS at laſt fer ſail from the bay of 

St. Lucar de Barrameda, on the 3oth of May, 
1498, with fix ſhips laden with proviſions and ne- 
ceſſaries for the planters in Hiſpaniola, with a firms 
reſolution do diſcoyer we continent. 
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On the 7th of June, he arrived at the iſland of 
Puerto Santo, where he took in wood and water ; 
on the 9th, touched at Madeira, where he received 
other refreſhments on board; and on the 1gth; 
reached Gomera, at which place a French ſhip had 
taken three Spaniſh veſſels, and ſtood to ſea with 
them, in fight of the ſquadron, The admiral, on 
being informed of this capture, ordered three of his 


ſhips to give chace ; but they had too much way for 


the Spaniſh ſhips to come up with them. However, 
one of the prizes was retrieved by the bravery of the 
Spaniards, whom the French had left on board; for, 
clapping their capters under the hatchets, they re- 
turned with the veſſel ſafe into port. 

Columbus ſailed from thence to the iſland of Ferro, 
and having reſolved. to ſend three of his ſhips to 
Hiſpaniola, while he ſailed with the reſt to the Cape 
de Verd Iſlands, and from thence to the continent, 
he appointed John Antonio Columbus, his kinſman, 
Peter de Arana, and Alonzo Sachez de Corvajal, 
captains of the three ſhips bound for Hiſpaniola, 
with orders that each ſhould command a week in his 
turn, Having diſmiſſed them near the iſland Hiero, 
he, on the 27th of June, deſcried the iſland of Sal, 
the firſt of the Cape de Verd Iſlands, and paſſing it, 
anchored cloſe to a {mall iſlind, to which all the le- 
pers in Portugal were ſent to be cured, by eating 
tortoiſes or turtle, and waſhing themſelves frequent- 
ly with their blood ; for in the months of June, 
July and Auguſt, abundance of thoſe amphibious a- 
nimals reſort thither from the continent, to Jay their 
eggs in the ſand, and are eafily caught by turning 
them on their backs while they are aſleep. This was 
the ſole buſineſs of the wretched lepers, and theſe a- 
nimals their whole ſuſtenance ; for there is neither 
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tree nor ſpring is the iſland, ſo that they are obliged 
to drink the water of certain pits, which is brackiſh 
and unpalatable. The healthy people living on that 
iſland, amounted only to fix or ſeven, whoſe whole 
employment conſiſted in killing and falting goats, and 
curing their ſkins, of which there were ſuch multi- 
tudes in the mountains, that they have ſometimes, in 
the courſe of one year, killed to the value of 4000 
ducats, though the whole ſtock was produced from 
eight goats carried thither by Roderick Alphonſo the 
proprietor of the iſland: 

Oh the 3oth of June, Columbus failed for the 
iſland of St. Jago, wllere he caſt anchor the next 
day in the evening; and ſent aſhore to buy cows and 
bulls, wherewith to ſtock his plantation in Hiſpanio- 
la; but finding that he could not obtain them with- 
out ſome difficulty and delay, he was unwilling to- 
ſtay in ſo unhealthy a place, and his men beginning 
to ſicken, he failed to the ſouth welt, reſolving to 
continue that courſe, till he ſhould be under the line, 
and then to ſteer due weſt in ſearch of undiſcovered 
countries, He proceeded in this courſe, notwith- 
ſtanding: his meeting with violent currents, which ſer 
towards the north and north-weſt, till he arrived 
within five degrees of north Jatitude, where he was 
becalmed for eight days,. during which the heat was 
ſo exceſhve, that the men could hardly breathe, and 
had not the air been ſometimes cooled with ſhowers 
of rain, the crew apprehended that they ſhould have 
been burnt with their ſhips. The admiral therefore 
reſolved to ſteer due weſt ; but having failed many 
days in that courſe, and judging that the Caribbee 


Hands lay to the north, he reſolyed to ſail directly 
for Hiſpaniola, 
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Columbus therefore ſtood to the northward, and 
one day about noon a ſailor going up to the round- 
top, obſerved land at the diſtance of fifteen leagues, 
that had the appearance of three mountains, This 
iſland the admiral diſtinguiſhed by the name of la 
Trinidad, or Trinity, and failing due welt, he an- 
chored five leagues beyond a point which he called 
Punta de la Galera, from a rock, which at a diſtance 
reſembled a galley under ſail ; but finding no conve- 
nience for taking in water, he failed farther welt, 
and caſt anchor at another point. He there took in 
water, without ſeeing any houſes or people, though 
in coaſting along, he had left ſeveral towns behind 
him. The ſame day, being the 1ſt of Auguſt, they 
diſcovered the continent at the diſtance of 25 leagues; 
but miſtaking it for another iſland, the admiral gavg 
it the name of Iſla Santa. 

Columbus now proceeded to a more weſterly point 
of the iſland of Trinidad, which he named Punta del 
Arenal, or ſandy point, where Janding with his men 
in order to obtain refreſhments, a cacique of the 
iſland came to him, and obſerving that he wore a 
cap of crimſon velvet, not only paid him reſpect, but 
took off a circle of gold he had on his head, and put 
it on the admiral's, and with the other hand, took 
off the admiral's cap, with which he was greatly 
pleaſed, and put it on his own head. The ſame day 
when they were aboard their ſhips, a large canoe 
carrying 25 men, came from the eaſtward ; but be- 
ing about the diſtance of muſket-ſhot, the Indians 
gave over rowing, and called aloud ; but as what 
they ſaid could not be underſtood, the admiral ordered 
ſome of the men to allure them to the ſhip by ſhew- 
ing them ſome little braſs baſons, looking glaſſes, and 
other glittering toys; but this proving ineffectual, 
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Columbus thinking to pleaſe them, ordered one of 
the men to aſcend the poop, and play upon the tabor 
and pipe, while 2thers danced around him. This, how- 
ever, had a quite contrary effect, for they took it for a 
ſignal of war, and therefore, quitting their oars, laid 
hold of their targets and bows, and let fly their ar- 
rows. Upon this the admiral] ordered the muſic to 
ceaſe, and ſome croſs-bows to. be brought, but only 
two of them to be ſhot : whereupon the Indians im- 
mediately laid down their arms, and ran in, cloſs un- 
der the ſtern of one of the caravels, the pilot of which 
went down into the canoe, and giving one who ſeem- 
ed to be a principal perſon, a red cap, they made figns 
to him to go aſhore, intimating, that they would give 
him ſuch things as they had ; but while he went 
in the boat to aſk the admiral's leave, they rowed 
away. 

Theſe people were whiter than the Indians of the. 
other iflands, and had agreeable countenances. Their 
hair was long and ſtrait ; about their heads they tied 
a piece of cotton - cloth, curiouſly wrought of ſeveral 
colours, and another about their waiſts. The admi- 
ral wondered, that being ſo near the equinoctial, he 
every morning felt the cold, notwithſtanding its be- 
mg in the dog-days ; he obſerved, that the rivers 
ran with greater rapidity than that of Seville; that 
the ſea, at high water, flowed above 48 paces up the 
ſhore, as it did at St. Lucar, and that the current 
ſet with ſuch ſtrength between the iſland of Trinidad 
and Santa, which were only two leagues aſunder, 
that it reſembled a rapid river. The Spaniards found 
that the fruit, trees, ſoil and climate, were the ſame 
as in Hiſpaniola, They ſaw parrots, ſome of a light 
green, others whitiſh, and others intermixed with red 
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and yellow ; and alſo caught very large oyſters, and b 
great quantities of other fiſh, a 

- The ſhips having taken in water at Punta 40 8 
Arenal, Columbus proceeded to a point on the north- l 
welt of what he till then called Iſla Santa, which he d 
thought to be extraordinary high land, as indeed it 1 * 
is; and this, which is a part of the continent near 
the vaſt ridge of mountains called the Andes, he af. N 
terwards called Paria. * 

Columbus now proceeded to another mouth or hi 
channel which he called Boco del la Sierpe, or, the 1 . 
Serpent's mouth, from the danger of the place; for 


anchoring near a rock, the ſea ran ſo furiouſly to the 00 
northward, that it reſembled the mouth of a great p 
river, the ſtream of which increaling with an hideous {Þ *® 


noiſe, met with another current from the gulph of 


+ Paria, and ſwelled up the ſea with terrible roaring, WW { 
to the aſtoniſhment and conſternation of the Spani- 1 1 
ards, who expected to be overwhelmed. However, 1 


they ſuffered no other damage, than one of the ſhips I it 
dragging her anchor. ——This danger being paſt, 1 * 
the. admiral ſailed weſtward, along the coaſt of 1 *: 
Paria,. diſcovering ſeveral good harbours and i- I P 
vers; and going aſhore, ſaw many monkeys, and W Þ 
found plantanes, and other fruit, likes thoſe of the A 


- iſlands, | if 
On the 6th of Auguſt, they ſailed fire leagues far- 4 
ther down, between the coaſt and the iſle of Trini- tl 
dad, where dropping anchor, three men came in 2 t 
canoe, and being carried to the admiral, were treat- 7 c 
ed with great civility ; preſented with toys, and ſet ! 
on ſhore, at a place where a number of Indians were WW © 
aſſembled; who no ſooner underſtood the pacific dil- * 
poſition of the Spaniards, then they came in their WW 4 


canoes, to barter with the ſame things that had been 
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bought by the Spaniards at the iſlands. They drank 
a liquor as white as milk, and another that was 
green, made of fruit and maize. The men covered 
their heads and waiſts with well-woven cotton of 
different colours; but the women here, as well 
as in the iſle of Trinidad, were intirely naked; but 
they ſeemed in general to be more civilized and trac · 
table, than the inhabitants of Hiſpaniola, and were 
particularly fond of braſs trinkets and bells; but 
having nothing of value, except a few inconſiderable 
plates of gold, that hung about their necks, Columbus 
ordered ſix of them to be taken on board, and then 
continuing his courſe, ſaw a ſine country well peo- 
| pled, and a town, which for its beauty, he called 
the Gardens, where he anchored, and many reſorted 
to the ſhips with wrought cloths on their heads, and 
| ſome of them with plates of gold about their necks. 
| The Indians on board ſaid there were plenty of that 
metal in thoſe. parts, and ſhewed how they gathered 
| it, As they failed farther, they were (till viſited by 
more cunoes, in which all the people wore gold col- 
* Jars, with beads of various ſorts ; and one Indian in 
particular, had a ſingle grain of gold as big as an ap- 
p The women wore-ſtrings of beads about their 
arms, ſome of which were very fine pearls ; theſe they 
| ifignified, were found in oyſters to the weſtward of 
Paria; and the admiral having purchaſed ſome of 
theſe for a preſent to their catholic majeſties, ſent 
the boats to make further inquiry about that valuable 
commodity ; but though the ſailors had no deſign to 
land, two of the Indian chiefs civilly conſtrained them 
do it, and conducted them to a houſe, where they 
were kindly entertained with bread, fruit of ſeveral 
ſorts, the white liquor before mentioned, and ano- 
ther of a red colour and good taſte; the men all the 
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while keeping together at one end of the houſe, ang 
the women at the other. When they had been thug 
treated by the eldeſt, the youngeſt carried them to 
another houſe, and treated them in the ſame manner, 
The ſailors returned well ſatisfied to their boats, 
highly pleaſed with the people, who were whiter 
than any other of the Indians, and of a very good 
ſtature ; but what appeared to the admiral as very 
extraordinary, was, the country appearing cool and 
delightful, notwithſtanding its being ſo near the equi- 
noctial. 

Columbus ſtill continuing his courſe, found that 
the water grew more and more fhallow, and there- 
fore anchoring upon the coaſt, he ſent the ſmalleſt 
caravel to diſcover whether there was an outlet to the 
weſtward among what appeared to be iſlands, but ſhe 
returned the next day, with a report, that what 
ſeemed iſlands, was one continued continent; fo that 
ſtandiog back to the eaſtward, he repaſſed the 
ſtreights called the Dragon's Mouth, between Pai 
and Trinity - Iſland, but not without great difficulty 
and danger from the boiſterous currents. He nov 
ſailed weſtward along the coaſt of Paria, and after 
_ paſling by ſeveral iſlands, on the 3oth of Auguſt en- 
tered the harbour of St, Domingo in Hiſpaniola, 
where his brother had built a town which he called 
by that name, in memory of his * whoſe name 
was Dominick, 

Columbus was at this time almoſt blind with 
watching, and quite exhauſted with fatigue; but he 
now indulged the hope of taſting the ſweets of re- 
poſe, and enjoying reſt and tranquillity. He was 
however grievouſly difappointed ; for he ſoon found 
that the whole iſland was in the utmoſt confuſion. 
The greateſt part of thoſe he had left were dead 
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above 160 were miſerably infected with the venereal 
diſeaſe, and a great number had rebelled, at the head 
of whom was Francis Roldan, whom he had appoint- 
ed alcade, or-chief-juſtice, 

It has been already obſerved, that a conſiderable 
time elapſed before Columbus could obtain a ſupply 
from their catholic majeſties, for the colony of Hiſ- 
paniola : In this-interval, proviſions beginning to fail, 
the Spaniards of that iſland began to murmur, be- 
came diſſatisfied with their ſituation, and even de- 
ſpaired of his return. Roldan, whoſe office gave him 
a conſiderable influence, reſolved to take advantage 
of this ſpirit of diſcontent, in order to center the 
| whole power in his own hands, and therefore en- 
| couraged the murmurs of the diſcontented againſt 
| Bartholomew Columbus, the lieutenant, and his bro- 
ther Diego, to whoſe tyranny he imputed all their 
ſufferings. His intrigues were ſo ſucceſsful, that the 
minds of many of the Spaniards were alienated from 
| the brothers. of Chriſtopher Columbus, and even 
made ſeveral attempts upon their lives. Roldan, at 
length, pulling off the maſk, afſembled his men, who 
| amounted to 65, and attempted to ſeize the town 
and fort of the Conception. But this ſcheme miſ- 
carried through the vigilance of Balleſter, the eom- 
| mander, who obtaining intelligence of his deſign, 
| communicated it to the lieutenant, from whom he 
received a reinforcement, This rebellious behaviour 
| obliged Bartholomew to ſend orders to Roldan, to 
reſign his poſt, and ſabmit to an impartial trial; but 
he , diſdainfully refuſing to obey theſe commands, 
marched with his mutineers to Iſabella, where he 
there tried in vain to Jaunch a caravel which was upon 
the ſtocks, plundered the ſtore: houſes and magazines, 
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and obliged Diego Columbus to retire for proteQion 
into the fort ; after which, he fell upon the cattle 
that grazed in the neighbourhood, killed many of 
them for proviſions, and took all the beaſts of burden 
to ſerve his people in their march to the province 
of Xaragua, where he choſe to reſide, on ac. 
count of its being the moſt pleaſant and plentifuł 
part of the iſland, and its abounding with beautiful 
women, 

Before Roldan ſet out for this retreat, he reſolyed 
to try his ſtrength, and if poſſible, ſurprize the town 
of Conception, where he intended to murder the 
lieutenant, and did not doubt but he ſhould eaſily 
ſubdue his men, who were too fond of an idle and 
voluptuous life; but Don Bartholomew, who was a 
man of equal courage and diſcretion, took ſuch mea- 


ſures, that not one of his people would forſake him, 


and boldly marching out againſt Roldan, the latter 
did not think fit to hazard a battle. Roldan now, 
by artful inſinuations, to the prejudice of Chriſtopher 
Columbus and his brothers, engaged Guarinoex, a 
powerful cacique, in his intereſt, and ſeveral Indian 
lords, who were flattered with the hope of having 
their tribute remitted, entered into an affociation, by 
which it was reſolved that at the full moon, the na- 
tives ſhould ſurprize and murder the Spaniards, who 
for the convenience of finding ſubſiſtence, lived a- 
monglt them in ſmalll detached parties. But this 
project alſo miſcarried through the ignorance of the 
Indians, ſome of whom being miſtaken with reſpect to 
the appearance of the moon, fell upon the Chriſtians 
before the appointed time, and were eaſily repulſed ; 
by which means the conſpiracy was diſcovered, and 
the Spaniards put upon their puard,: --' ?#P 
"1 


OF COLUMBUS. 75 


Roldan, who was greatly mortified at theſe repeat - 
ed miſcarriages, now 'retired with his followers to 
Xaragua, proclaiming himſelf the protector of the 
Iodians, againſt the oppreſſion of the lieutenant and 
his brother ; and his artful. miſrepreſentations had 
not only an effect on ſome of the natives, who refuſ- 
ed to pay the tribute; but made an impreſhon on the 
minds of thoſe Spaniards, who ſtill remained under the 
government of the lieutenant, many of whom were, 
by the warmth of the climate, diſpoſed to a life of 
idleneſs, and were diſcontented at their having re- 

ceived no ſupplies from Spain ; and indeed, fuch a 
| ſpirit of diſaffection was diffuſed amongſt them that the 
lieutenant did not dare to puniſh the guilty, for fear 
| of a general revolt. 

From theſe apprehenſions, he was however in ſome 
meaſure relieved by the arrival of the two ſhips firft 
ſent, in conſequence of the admiral's ſolicitations ; 
| for theſe bringing a reinforcement of men and provi- 
| fons, with the aſſurance that the admiral himſelf 
| would ſoon follow, the people were encouraged to 
| perſevere in their duty. Theſe two ſhips being arriv- 
ed at St, Domingo, Roldan marched towards that 
city, in order to obtain neceſſaries, and if poſſible, 
ſeduce ſome of the new comers ; but he was antict- 
pated by the activity of the lieutenant, who reached 
the place before he was within ſix leagues of it, and 
lo effetually guarded the paſſes, that he could not ſuc- 
ceed, Yet as he earneſtly wiſhed to have the admi- 
ral find the iſland in tranquillity, he ſent overtures 
of accommodation by the commander of theſe veſſels ; 
but Roldan ſent him back with a contemptuous re- 
fuſal. vi: 

While things were in this ſituation, the three ſhips 
which the admiral had detached from the Canary 
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Iſlands arrived, but inſtead of entering the harbour of 
St. Domingo, were driven by the currents as far 
weſtward as the province of Xaragua, where they 
were viſited by Roldan and his followers, who ſe- 
duced many of the people, and prevailed on them to 
enter into his ſervice, The captains of theſe three 
veſſels, underſtanding that Bartholomew Columbyz 
and the alcade were at variance, agreed that Caryz- 
jal, the commander of one of the ſhips, ſhould ſtay 
in Xaragua, and endeavour to produce an accommo- 
dation; that John Antonio Columbus, who com- 
manded one of the other veſſels, and was kinſman to 
the admiral, ſhould conduct the workmen over land 
to St. Domingo, and that captain Arana ſhould ſail 
round with the ſhips, John Antonio Columbus ac+ 
cordingly landed with forty men ; but on the ſecond 
day of his march, all his followers, except fix or 
ſeven, deſerted to the rebels, and with theſe he waz 
obliged to. return on board, after his having in vain 
expoſtulated with Roldan, upon his treacherous con- 
duct on this occaſion. 

After a troubleſome voyage, in which their provi- 
ſions were ſpoiled, and Carvajal's veſſel greatly da- 
maged, his ſhips arrived at St. Domingo, whether 
the admiral was juſt returned from the diſcovery of 
the continent. His brother had informed him of 
Roldan's revolt; at which being greatly concerned, 
he cauſed Roldan to be informed, that he was ex- 
tremely ſorry for the breach that had happened be- 
tween him. and the Adelantado, or lieutenant, and 
was very deſirous of healing it ; that he ſhould be 
glad to ſee him, and would grant him a ſafe conduct. 
At the ſame time, hearing that the rebels complained 
of their being detained upon the iſland, for want of 


veſſels to carry them home, he publiſhed a proclama- 
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tion, granting leave for all that deſired it, to return 
to Spain, promiſing to ſupply them with proviſions, 
and a free paſſage. Roldan, however, treated all 
the admiral's advances towards a reconciliation with 
indignity and inſult, boaſting that it was in his power, 
| either to ſupport or ſuppreſs the authority of the ad- 
miral, with whom he would not treat without the 
mediation of Carvajal, whom, he ſaid, he knew to 
be a man of honour and diſcretion. 

As Carvajal was a perſon of conſequence, and had 
ſome prudence, Columbus, though he had reaſon to 
ſulpect his fidelity, ſince he had ſupplied the rebels 
with arms, while the ſhips lay at Xaragua, conſented 
to employ him in his negotiation. Roldan, however, 
refuſed to treat with him, ſent an inſolent letter to 
the admiral, and being at length perfuaded to accept 
of a ſafe conduct, and to viſit Columbus, made ſuch 
extravagant propoſals, as he could not embrace with- 
out expoſing himſelf to contempt. Columbus there- 

fore explained his reaſons for rejecting them, and 
| proclaimed a free pardon to all who ſhould return to 
| their duty within thirty day; a copy of which, with 
| new overtures of peace, was carried to the rebels by 
Carvajal ; and about the ſame time, Columbus ſent 
five ſhips to Spain, with a particular account of the 
colony, and its diſſentions, addreſſed io their ma- 
jeſties. 

After many diſputes, it was at length agreed, that 
the admiral ſhould deliver to Roldan, two good ſhips 
well manned and victualled for tranfporting him and 
his party to Spain : That they ſhould be paid their 
falaries and wages to the day of their departure, and 
that ſuch of their effects ſhould be reſtored, as had 
been ſeized by his and the lieutenant's order. Mat= 
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ters being thus compromiſed, the admiral gave orders 
for equipping the ſhips ; but the weather being ex- 
tremely boiſterous, ſome rime elapſed before they 
were ready, and could be brought round to Xaragus, 
and during this interval, Roldan changed his ming, 
and refuſed to embark ; but expreſſing a deſire to ſee 
the affair accommodated, demanded a ſafe condud in 
order to treat with Columbus in perſon. The latter 
being ſenſible of the mutinous diſpoſition of his own 
people, was ſo ſolicitous about healing this diviſion, 
that he not only complied with Roldan's demand, 
but went around with two caravels to the port of 
Azura near Xaragua, where he had a conference 
with the rebel chief, in which it was agreed, that 15 
of Roldan's followers ſhould be ſent home in the firſt 
ſhips bound for Spain ; that lands and houſes ſhould 
be given inſtead of pay to thoſe who remained ; that 
Roldan ſhould be again appointed perpetual alcade, 
and that an act of general amneſty ſhould be pu- 
bliſhed. 

This troubleſome affair being thus adjuſted, the 
admiral cauſed a captain, at the head of a body of 
men, to march round the ifland in order to pacify 
and reduce the rebellious Indians ; and that no cauſe 
of animoſity might be left in Hiſpaniola, he propoſed 
to take his brother the lieutenant with hun to Spain; 
but while he was preparing for the voyage, Alonzo 
de Hojedo arrived in the iſland with four ſhips, from 
a cruize, in which he had pretended to make diſco- 
verics, and putting into the port of Yaquimo, not 
only committed ſeveral outrages againſt the Indians, 
but by letters began to tamper with ſome of the Spa- 
niards, who were hardly yet confirmed in their duty, 
To theſe he inſinuated, that queen Iſabella was in a 
very bad ſtate of health, and that after her deceale, 
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the admiral would find no protection at court; bur 
muſt fall a victim to the hatred of Hojedo's kinſman, 
the biſhop of Burgos, and Columbus's inveterate 
enemy. 

The admiral being informed of theſe proceedings, 
ordered Roldan to march againſt him with 21 men. 
This order he obeyed, ſo ſuddenly, that Hojeda 
finding it impoſſible to eſcape, went to meet him, 
excuſed his landing, under pretence of his being in 
want of proviſions, and declared that he had no in- 
tentions to diſturb the repoſe of the iſland, but would 
ſoon ſail to $t. Domingo, and give the admiral an 
account of his voyage. But notwithſtanding theſe 
profeſſions, he failed to the province of Xaragua, 
where he ſeduced many of the people, by telling 
them, that he and Carvajal had been appointed by 
their majeſties counſellors, as checks upon the admi- 
ral, and that as he had not been ſo juſt as to pay 
them, they ſhould go under his command, and do 
themſelves juſtice by force, This wild ſcheme being 
oppoſed by ſome of the Spaniards, who were amazed 
at Hojeda's preſumption, a tumult enſued, in which 
ſeveral perſons were killed and wounded ; 'but Rok 
dan marching a ſecond time againſt him, he retired to 
his ſhip. The alcade perceiving he was out of his 
reach, invited him to come aſhore, and treat of an 
accommodation ; and upon his refuſal offered to go on 
board, when Hojeda ſending his boat well manned, 
Roldan, with fix or ſeven of his followers, entered 
it, and when it was leaſt ſuſpeRed, fell upon Hojeda's 
men, made themſelves maſters of the boat, and re- 
turned with it to Jand, which obliged Hojeda to ſub- 


mit to a treaty, and to give ſecurity that he would 
depart the iſland. 
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Soon after another commotion was raiſed by Fer. 
dinand Guevara, who was in diſgrace with the admi- 
ral, for being concerned in the late ſedition, and he 
being exaſperated againſt Roldan, for not permitting 
him to marry the queen of Xaragua's daughter, en- 
tered into a conſpiracy with one Adrian de Moxica, 
and having engaged many people in his intereſt, re. 
ſolved to ſurprize and murder the alcade. But Rol- 
dan being informed of their proceedings, took his 

* meaſures ſo well, that he ſeized the chief conſpira- 

tors, and being ordered by the admiral to puniſh 
them according to law, he proceeded to a fair trial, 
in conſequence of which, Moxica was hanged, ſome 
of the confederates baniſhed, and others ſent to 
priſon. 
This example had ſuch an effect, that tranquillity 
was reſtored throughout the whole iſland: And 
about this time, ſuch rich gold mines were diſcover- 
ed, that every man left the king's pay, and went to 
dig on his own account, allowing the king one third 
of all that was found. In this employment, they 
met 'with ſuch ſucceſs, that one man would ſome- 
times gather forty ounces in a day, and a Jump 
of pure gold was found, that weighed 196 du- 
cats, 

While Columbus was thus exerting all his pru- 
dence, and exerciſing his humanity in appeaſing the 
troubles of Hiſpaniola, he little thought a ſtorm was 
raiſing againſt him at home. A number of malecon- 
tents had been ſent to Spain during the rebellion, who 
repreſented him as an inſolent alien, ignorant of the 
laws and cuſtoms of the Spaniſh nation; oppreſſive 
and cruel in his diſpoſition ; elated with the dignity 
to which he had been raiſed, and ſo avaritious and 
unjuſt, that he not onl; withheld the pay due to the 
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ſervants of the government, but embezzled the riches 
of the iſland. They inveighed with (till greater bit · 
terneſs againſt his brother the lieutenant, nor did 
Diego eſcape the utmoſt virulence of their cenſure, . 
| Theſe invectives being ſpread abroad by the friends 
of thoſe who had been the diſturbers of the peace of 
Hiſpaniola, and encouraged by many perſons at court, 
who envied Columbus's ſucceſs and reputation, ſuch 
a clamour was raiſed in Caſtile, that the king and 
queen were daily ſurrounded in the ſtreets, and even 
in the palace, by people, demanding juſtice againſt 
that proud and tyrannical foreigner, who had opprel- 
ſed ſo many Caſtilians, and diſcovered a miſchievous 
country to be the ruin and grave of the Spaniſh gen- 
try ; and the favourites at court joining the impor- 
tunities of the people, their majeſties ſent an inſpec- 
tor general to Hiſpaniola, with power to inquire into 
the admiral's conduct, and if he ſhould be found 
guilty, to ſend him home, while the inſpeQor was to 
remain governor of the iſland in his room. Francis de 
Bovadilla, a knight of the order of Calatrava, but in 
very low circumſtances, was choſen for this high 
office; and being furniſhed with full powers, arrived 
at St. Domingo in the latter end of Auguſt 1500, 
while the admiral was at the Conception with moſt of 
the people of conſequence, ſettling the affairs of that 
province. | 
Bovadilla finding nobody at St. Domingo who 
could be a check upon his conduct, immediately took 
poſſeſſion of the admiral's palace; ſeized his effeas; 
aſſembled all who were diſaffected to the brothers; 
declared himſelf governor ; diſpatched orders to the 
admiral, to repair to him without delay, and to back 
this ſummons, ſent him the king and queen's letter, 
which contained no more, than that their maje- 
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ſties had ſent the bearer to acquaint Columbus with 
their pleaſure, which he was directed to obey, 
and this order was ſigned both by the king and 
queen. | 5 

Columbus, immediately on his receiving this let. 
ter, ſet out for St. Domingo, to wait upon Bovadil- 
la, who without any legal information, ſent him and 
his brother Diego on board a ſhip, where they were 
laid in irons, placed under a ſtrong guard, and en- 
tirely excluded from the ſpeech of any perſon what - 
ſoever. A proceſs was then begun againſt them, and 
all their enemies being admitted evidences, their de- 
poſitions were ſo malicious, incoherent and abſurd, 
that nobody who had not been determined, at all 
events, to ruin the accuſed, would have paid the 
leaſt regard to their allegations. Bovadilla, however 
on this occaſion,  countenanced the moſt flagrant per- 
Juries, and even encouraged the rabble to inſult the 
priſoners, by blowing horns at the port, where the 
ſhips lay at anchor, and by reading ſcandalous libels 
in the market-place, The lieutenant, who was not 
yet returned from Xaragua, might probably have re- 
ſcued his brothers by force of arms, had not the ad- 
miral ordered him to ſubmit quietly to their majeſties 
authority, veſted in the perſon of the new governor, 
who had no ſooner laid his injunctions on Andrew 
Martin, the captain of the ſhip, to deliver the admi- 
ral in irons to the biſhop de Fonſeca, by whoſe di- 
region he ated, than he began to embezzle the 
treaſure ; ſquander the king's revenue amongſt his 
creatures; oppreſs and. plunder the Indians; counte- 


nance the greateſt profligacy, and deſtroy all the 


prudent regulations eſtabliſhed by the admiral, 
Andrew Martin was no ſooner out at ſea, than be- 
ing aſhamed of ſeeing the brave Columbus in this diſ- 
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ſtuation, would have knocked off his irons; 
but he reſolved to wear them during his whole paſ- 
fage, and to keep them ever after, as a memorial of 
the reward he had obtained for his ſervices ; and in- 
deed theſe fetters he always preſerved in his own 
chamber, and, at his requeſt, they were at length 
buried in the ſame coffin with his body. 
On the 20th of November 1500, he wrote to 
their catholic majeſties, to acquaint them with his 
arrival at Cadiz, Upon which they gave immediate 
orders for his being releaſed ; ſent him very gracious 
letters, in which they expreſſed their ſorrow for his 
ſufferings, and invited him to court, promiſing that he 
ſhould ſoon be ſent again, __ any reſtored to > his 
honours. 

On his artival at Granada, the king and queen 
gave him a favourable reception, and let him know, 
that they were offended at the author of his impri- 
ſonment, who had ated thus without their orders, 
and pramiſed that he ſhould have full ſatisfattion, 
Mean while they directed his affair to be examined, 
and the accuſations againſt him plainly appearing ma- 
licious and frivolous, he was honourably acquitted, 
and at the ſame time, a new governor of Hiſpaniola 
Was appointed, in order to redreſs the admiral's 
grievances, and oblige Bovadilla to reſtore what he 
had unjuſtly ſeized, I his commiſhon was granted to 
Nicholas de Obando, commendary of laws, a man of 
abilities, but crafty, cruel and revengeful, who after- 
wards exerciſcd great barbarity upon the natives and 
their chiefs. 

It was at the ſame time reſolved to ſend the admi- 
ral upon ſome voyage that might turn to his advan- 
tage, and keep him employed, till Obando could ſet- 
tle the affairs of Hiſpaniola ; but there being ſome 
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delay in the execution of this deſign, and the 
being apprehenſive of future diſgrace, from the inde · 
fatigable efforts of his enemies at court, he deſired 
to he excuſed from embarking again, and intreated 
their majeſties to defend him againſt all dangers, This 
procured. him a very favourable anſwer, and ſoon al. 
ter the moſt advantageous grants and conceſſions, 
which made him reſolve once more to expoſe his life 
in another voyage to the Indies, in order to perſed 
his diſcoveries, | 
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4 digreſſon, containing the diſcoveries made by other 
Spaniards, while Columbus was engaged in bit 
third voyage. 


EFORE we proceed to Columbus's next voyage, 

it is proper that we ſhould give ſome account of 

the diſcoveries, whether real or pretended, that were 
made before he again ſet ſail for America, Alonzo 
Hojeda, who has been already mentioned in the 
courſe of this voyage, and Americus Veſpucius, ob- 
tained from the biſhop of Burgos, the draughts and 
plan, which, by their majeſties order, Columbus had 
depoſited in the hands of that prelate, who, out of 
hatred to that great commander, and to rob him, if 
poſſible, of his credit and reputation, gave them up, 
without the knowlege of the king and queen. The 
licences he gave theſe gentlemen were alſo clande- 
ſtine. They ſet fail from Cadiz on the 20th of 
May, 1499, and ſteered directly in ſearch of the 
continent, purſuant to the admiral's ſcheme, which 
before this time he had actually carried into executi- 
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on. This was the firſt voyage made by Americus 
Veſpucius, and though he now only touched at that 
part of the continent which had been viſited by the 
admiral ; yet he impudently pretended to diſcover 
it; and by confounding this with a voyage he af- 
terwards made into thoſe parts, drefſed up a plau- 
ſible ſtory, and being an excellent geographer and 
draftſman, impoſed upon the greateſt part of Europe. 
In Spain, however, he was ſoon detected ; for pre- 
tending that he returned directly to that kingdom af- 
ter a voyage of thirteen months ſpeat in diſcoveries, 
Hojedo made oath, that only five months were 
ſpent in the voyage, and that finding himſelf ſhort 
of proviſions, they failed to Hiſpaniola for a ſup- 
ply. 
n was no ſooner known that Alonzo Hojeda, and 
Americus Veſpucius had obtained the above licences, 
than others reſolved to make uſe of the ſame intereſt, 
in order to acquire a ſhare of the riches of the New 
World; and a company was formed by ſome of the 
inhabitants of Seville, the principal of whom was 
Peter Alonzo Nino of Palos, who was with the admi- 
ral when he diſcovered Paria, and Chriſtopher Guerre 
of Seville. yy 
Nino having obtained the king's licence, upon con- 
dition of his not coming to an anchor, or landing with- 
in 50 leagues of any place diſcovered by Columbus, 
ſet ſail ſoon after Hojeda and Veſpucius; diſcovered 
land, and arrived at the province of Paria a few days 
after them, where finding the Indians behave peace- 
ably, he, contrary to his inſtructions, landed and cut 
Brazil wood, and then continuing his courſe, came to 
what Columbus had called the Bay of Pearls, formed 
by the iſland of Margarita, and the continent, and 
which he had viſited in 1498, 
H 
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The people here went on board Nino's ſhip, with: 
out any apprehenſions, carrying pearl neck-laces, and 
wearing jewels in their noſes and ears ; for which the 
Spaniards gave them hawks-bells, bracelets, rings, 
and ſeveral trifles made of tin. Having thus pur. 
chaſed a conſiderable quantity of valuable pearls, the 
Spaniards paſſed by Coro, near: the province now cal - 
led Venezuela, 130 leagues below Paria and the 
Dragon's-Mouth ; anchored in a bay where they 
were well received by 5o men, who came from a 
place at a league's diſtance, and very earneſtly preſ- 
ſed them to anchor at their -town : upon which the 
Spaniards gave them ſome toys, and the Indians tak- 
ing off all the pearls they had about their necks and 
arms, in the ſpace of an hour, gave them as many as 
weighed fifteen ounces. 

The next day the Spaniards came to an anchor, 
before a town called Curiana, where the Indians 
made · ſigns to them to come on ſhore ; but being no 
-more than 33 men, they durſt not venture, and 
therefore by their ſigns, invited the Indians to come 
on board, which they did in their canoes, carrying 
pearls which they freely exchanged for toys: by 
which the Spaniards being convinced of their ſinceri- 
ty, landed and ſtayed twenty days on ſhore, during 
which they were courteouſly entertained with veniſon, 
rabbits, geeſe, ducks, parrots, fiſh, and bread made 
of maize, They perceived that 'the natives kept 
markets or fairs; that they had earthen jars, diſhes, 
and other veſſels of ſeveral ſhapes, and that in their 
pearl neck-laces, they had frogs and other creatures 
made of gold. They aſked by ſigns, where that 
metal was gathered, and were ariſwered in the ſame 
manner, that it was got ſix days journey from theace, 
at a place called Curiana Cauehcito. | 
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The Spaniards therefore ſailed thither, and ſound 
that the people were very tractable; for they came 
on board in their canoes without the leaſt jealouſy, 
and bartered with them for wrought or unwrought 
gold, though they would not part with their pearls, 
They alſo gave them ſome monkies, and very beau- 
tiful parrots of various colours. 

Leaving this place they proceeded. farther ; but as 
they approached the ſhore, above 5000 naked men 
came armed with bows and arrows to oppoſe their 
landing, and though- they ſtrove to pleaſe them by 
ſhewing them hawks-bells, and other things, could 
not prevail, and therefore returned to Curiana, 
where they were received with the ſame ſatisfaction 
as before, the Indians now trading with them for 
pins and needles, which the Spaniards ſhewed them 
would be of uſe in drawing the thorns out of their 
feet,. When they happened to tread upon them. 
The Indians were highly pleafed, thinking they had 
made very advantageous bargains: with the Spaniards, 
who carried away above 12000 ounces of pearls, 
ſome of which were very beautiful and well colour- 
ed, and as large as ſmall haſlenuts; but they were 
ill- bored, the Indians having no iron. The Spaniards 
were now ſo well ſatisſied with the ſucceſs of their 
voyage, that they reſolved to return home, and ar- 
rived in Galicia on the 6th of February, 1500, two 
months after they left Curiana, when Nino and 
Chriſtopher Guerra, who ſhared in the expence and 
profits of the voyage, were accuſed before the gover- 
nor, by their owa ſhip's crew, of having defrauded 
the king of his duty, which was the fifth part. 

The great riches which the adventurers gained by 
this voyage, promoted the ſpirit of diſcovery, more 
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eſpecially among ſuch as knew the propoſals made by 
Columbus, or had ſerved under him in his firſt two 
voyages. Of theſe none was ſo capable of proſecut- 
mg them as Vincent Yanez Pinzon, ef whom we 
have already ſpoken. He had a liberal education, 
great courage, and a large fortune; he therefore 
fitted out, at his own expence, a ſquadron of four 
ſtout ſhips, with which he ſailed to the Cape de Verd 
Iſlands, where he took in refreſhments, and ſteered 
from St, Jago, about the year 1500, firſt ſtanding to 
the ſouth, and then to the welt, and was the firſt ſub- 
je& of the crown of Caſtile and Leon that croſſed the 
equinoctial. "yy 

But he had hardly pafſed the line, when he met 
with a dreadful ſtorm, in which all on board expe@- 
ed to periſh : However, having run 240 leagues 
farther to the weſtward, they on the 26th of Febru- 
ary diſcovered land at a great diſtance, which Yane? 
called Cabo de Conſolation, or Cape Comfort “, 
and founding, had 14 fathoms water, Captain Pin- 
zon going on ſhore, took: poſſeſſion of the country in 
the name of their catholic majeſties, and endeavour- 
ed to the utmoſt of his power, though without effect, 
to induce the people to trade with him; for the na- 
tives being inflexible, and having no good opinion of 
theſe invaders, an engagement enſued, in which ſome 
were ſlain on both ſides. | 

This made captain Pinzon reſolve to retire and 
continue his voyage, which he did to the mouth of 
the river Maranon, where he obſerved a mighty 
ſtruggle between the tide of ſalt water coming 
in, and a vaſt current of freſh water pouring down 
from the land. The country at the mouth of this 


It is now called Cape St. Auguſtine, 
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river, he found well inhabited on both ſides, but not 
being able to perſuade the inhabitants to traffick, be 
reſolved, without farther delay, to proceed towards 
Paria. 

Yanez, on his arrival at Paria, took in Brazil 
wood, and then ſtruck over to the iſlands that lay in 
the way of Hiſpaniola: but when the ſhips were ly- 
ing at anchor, there aroſe ſuch a dreadful ſtorm, that 
two of the four ſunk in the ſight of the others, with 
all the men; a third was forced from her anchors 
with 18 men, and carried out of fight, and the 
fourth, though ſhe rode it out, beat fo furiouſly, 
that the ſailors believing ſhe would be daſhed in 
pieces, went aſhore in the long boat, and had 
thoughts of murdering all the Indians they found, 
to prevent their calling in their neighbours to deſtroy 
them: but the ſhip that had been driven to ſea with 
the 18 men returned, and the other which rode at 
anchor being ſaved, they failed to Hiſpaniola, where. 
they refitted, and returned to Spain about the latter 
end of September ; after having diſcovered 600 
leagues of the coaſt of Paria, 

James de Lepe, a native of Palos, having heard 
of the expedition undertaken by Pinzon, applied 
himſelf to the earl of Miranda his patron, and 
promiſing to perform wonders in caſe he would 
enable him to make the ſame voyage, his requeſt 
was complied with, and he aQually arrived at the 
mouth of the river Maranon, ſoon after Pinzon had 
left it ; the people being provoked at his ſeizing 
36 men, and carrying them on board,. vigorouſly 
attacked the Spaniards, and killed feveral of them, 
which obliged him to profecute his voyage to 
Paria, where he alſo quarrelled with the inhabitants, 
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and returned without making the leaſt advantage 
of this expedition, except taking a few Indian 
priſoners. 

It is here proper to obſerve, that Emanuel king 
of Portugal ſending a conſiderable fleet to the Eaſt- 
Indies * under the command of Peter Alvarez 
Cabral in the year 1500, that admiral ſailing to 
the S. W. to avoid the calms on the coalt of 
Guinea, - was ſo happy as to diſcover Brazil, 
one of the richeſt provinces in South-America, 
by mere accident J. But it is now neceſlary 
to return to the diſcoveries made by the great 
Columbus, 


* The coaſt of India had been diſcovered by Vaſco de 
Gama, in 1498, while Columbus was engaged in his third 
voyage to the Weſt-Indies. See de Gama's voyage. 

+ See Cabral's voyage to the Eaſt-Indies, chap. 1. and 
ide ſettlement of Brazil by the Portugueſe, chap.. 1. 
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Columbus's fourth voyage. He arrives at Hiſpaniola, 


and meets with the baſeſt uſage from Obando, the 
new governor, upon which he leaves that iſland, 
and proſecutes his diſcoveries along the coaſt of the 
continent : Proceeds to the iſthmus of Darien, 
where he expected to find a paſſage to the Indies: 
Sails to the haven of Porto Bello : Sends a de- 
tachment up the river Veragua to the Indian 
mines, and after other excurſions into the country, 
forms a ſettlement at the mouth of the river Be- 
lem, when being informed, that a cacique named 
Quibio, intended to ſet fire to the houſes, he 
cauſes him and his family to be ſeized, but they 
making their eſcape, attack the ſettlement, aud 
kill feveral of the Spaniards ; upon which the 
new ſettlers rejoin the admiral, who after ſuffer- 
ing ſeveral hardſhips, run the ſhips on ſhore on 
the coaſt of Famaica ; whence they ſend two 
canoes to Hiſpaniola. The hardſhips ſuffered by 
the people in the voyage, and the troubles the 
admiral met with in Jamaica during his long 
fray, in that iſland. The Spaniards fail thence 
to Hiſpaniola, and afterwards to Spain, where 
Columbus dies. Some account of his perſon and 


character. 


C OLUMBUS having received his inſtructi- 
ons, failed from Cadiz with four ſmall ſhips, 
and 140 men, including boys ; on the gth of May, 
1502, he arrived at St. Catharines, and departed 
from thence on the 11th for Arzilla, a port-town of 
Morocco, then ſubject to Portugal, and inveſted by 
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the Moors, He failed thither, in order to relieve 
the Portugueſe, who were reported to be in preat 
diſtreſs; but the Moors had raiſed the ſiege before 
his arrival ; the admiral therefore ſailed for Grand 
Canaria, where he arrived on the 20th, and having 
taken in wood and water for the voyage, proceeded 
on the 25th in the evening for the Weſt - Indies, 
with ſo favourable a wind, that on the 15th of June, 
he arrived at the iſland of Martinico, He there took 
in a freſh ſupply of wood and water, and then failed 
by the Caribbee-Iflands to St. Domingo in Hiſpanio- 
la, where he intended to exchange one of his ſhips, 
which was a bad failer, in order to continue his 
voyage, with leſs hindrance, to the coaſt of Paria, 
in queſt of a ſtrait which he concluded was near 
the places fince called Veragua and Nombre de 
Dios. 

In order that the judge ſent by their majeſtics to 
call Bovadilla to an account, might not be ſurprized 
at his unexpected arrival, he, on his approaching the 
port, diſpatched before him one of his captains, to 
ſignify the neceſſity of changing the ſhip, and to re- 
preſent, that as he apprehended a great ſtorm was 
approaching, he propoſed to ſecure himſelf in that 
port, and defired that the homeward bound Heet 
might not ſail for eight days, by which means it 
would avoid the danger to which it would otherwiſe 
be expoſed. But ſo little inclined was this new go- 
vernor to aſſiſt the admiral with another veſſel, that 
he would not even allow him to enter the port; and 
diſregarding his advice, permitted the fleet, in which 
were Roldan, and all who had been in the rebellion, 
to put to ſea, on their return to Spain. 

But the fleet had no ſooner weathered the eaſt 
point of Hiſpaniola, than there aroſe fo terrible a 
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ſtorm, that the admiral of the fleet, in which was 
Bovadilla, and moſt of the rebels, foundered, and 
this hurricane was ſo fatal to the reſt, that of the 18 
ſhips that were in that fleet, only four were ſaved : 
while Columbus, who had foreſeen the ſtorm, and 
been refufed admittance into an iſland which he had 
diſcovered, and added to the dominions of Spain, 
ſheltered himſelf under the land. But the next day 
the tempelt increaſing, three of Columbus's veſlels 
were forced out to ſea, when the Bermuda, the ſhip 
he wanted to exchage, would certainly have periſh- 
ed, had ſhe not been preſerved by the admirable ſkill 
of his brother Bartholomew, who was allowed to be 
the molt expert ſeaman of his time. The ſhips being 
thus ſeparated, each concluded that the other was 
hoſt, till in a few days they met again in the port 
of Azua. The admiral's ſatisfaction however 
was conſiderably diminiſhed by the mortification he 
felt, upon reflecting that he had been denied ſhelter - 
in a port, where he had a right to command, and 
refuſed a privilege in his own iſland, that is never 
denied to ſtrangers. However the conſequences of 
this ſtorm furniſhed his ſuperſtitions enemies with a 
pretence for ſaying, that he had raiſed it by magic, 
in order to deſtroy the fleet bound for Spain ; and 
what ſeemed to add weight to this ridiculous ſuppoſi- 
tion, was, that the only ſhip of the 18 that arrived 
in Spain was the Aguja, on board of which were 
4000 peſos of gold belonging to the admiral, while 
three others that reſiſted the fury of the waves, 
were forced in a ſhattered condition back to St, 
Domingo. 

Columbus, while in the port of Azua, gave his 
men ſome refreſhment after the ſtorm, and allowed 
them to divert themſelves with fiſhing, in which they 
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had good ſucceſs ; and amongſt the reſt of the ſiſh 
they caught here, was one called the Saavina, which 
is as big as an ordinary church-bell, and lying aſleep 
above water, was ſtruck with an harpiog: iron by the 
crew in one of the boats. One end of this iron being 
faſtened to a long rope, and-the other to the beat, 
the fiſh-drew the boat after-it as ſwift as the flight of 
an arrow, while thoſe who were on board the ſhip, 
ſeeing the boat ſkim about, and not knowing the tes - 
ſon, were greatly aſtoniſhed, till at laſt the fiſh ſink- 
ing, it was drawn to the ſhip's ſide and hawled up by 
the tackle. They alſo caught in the ſame bay the 
manatee, or ſea-cow,. an amphibious animal; whoſe 
fleſh was compared by the people om board to that of 
veal, 

Columbus having here repaired the damage bis 
* ſhip had ſuſtained by the ſtorm, ſailed in order to 
make diſcoveries on the continent, and reached the 
illand of Guanaia, near the province now called 
Honduras, where Bartholomew Columbus going 
aſhore with two boats, they ſaw a great number of 
pine trees and pieces of lapis calaminaris, which be · 
ing mixt with copper, ſome of the ſeamen miltook for 
gold. | 

While the admiral's brother was at this iſland, 
and was very deſirous of knowing what it contained, 
he obſerved approaching the ſhore, a canoe made of 


one tree, as long as a galley ; ifffwfas eight feet 
wide, and had awning of palm lea Nin the middle, 


not unlike thoſe of the Venetian gondolas: under 
this cover the women, children, and all the goods 
were ſheltered from the weather, ,and though there 
were 25 men on board the canoe, they had not the 
courage to defend themſelves againſt che boats, but 
being purſued, were taken without oppolition, The 
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admiral rejoiced at his having an opportunity of dif- 


covering the commodities of the continent, without 
expoſing his men to danger ; and having given orders 
for examining the cargo, there were found quilts, 
and a kind of ſhirts without ſleeves made of cotton 
curiouſly wrought, and dyed of ſeveral colours; ſome 
ſmall cloths of the ſame ſort, to be worn about the 
middle, with large ſheets 'in which the women on 
board wrapt themſelves ; large wooden ſwords, edg- 
ed on each fide, with ſharp flints fixed in grooves 
with thread and a bituminous matter; and alſo 
hatchets made of copper; bells of the ſame metal, 
with plates and crucibles for melting it. As for the 
proviſions, they conſiſted of the ſame kind of roots 
and grain as were caten in Hiſpaniola, and a ſort of 
liquor reſembling Engliſh beer made of maiz. They 
had alſo a conſiderable number of cocoa nuts, upon 
which they ſeemed to ſet a great value; for notwith- 
ſtanding the conſternation with which they were 
ſeized at finding themſelves priſoners aboard the ſhip, 
they never failed, hen one of theſe nuts chanced to 
fall upon the deck, to ſtoop and take it up with ea- 
gerneſs, as if it were ſomething of conſequence. 
They behaved with extraordinary modeſty, and 
ſeemed to have ſome ſenſe of decorum, with which 
the admiral was ſo pleaſed, that he ordered them to 
be well uſed ; gave them European commodities in 
exchange for ſuch of their goods as he thought pro- 
per to retain, and then reſtoring their canoe, ſuffered 
them to depart, He however kept an old man, who 


ſeemed both the wiſeſt and chief man of the company, 


in order to learn ſomething of the country, and to 
draw others to converſe with the Chriſtians, which 
he faithfully did, as long as they failed where his 
language was underſtood ; and when he could be no 
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longer ſerviceable, was diſmiſſed with a preſent, aud 
ſent home highly pleaſed. 

Though the admiral was told by this Indian of the 
great wealth, politencſs and ingenuity of the people 
weſtward towards Mexico, yet knowing, that as that 
country lay to the leeward, he could fail thither 
from Cuba whenever he thought fit, he reſolved at 
preſent to perliſt in his deſign of diſcovering a ſtrait 
in the continent through which he expected to find 
the Eaſt-Indies, and in particular the country that 
produced ſpices. He according ſailed towards Da. 
rien, where he was told that he ſhould find this 
ſtrait; but the Indian meant an iſthmus or neck of 
land, which he miſtook for a paſſage extending from 
ſea to Tea, In queſt of this ſtrait he ſailed towards a 
point on the continent, to which he gave the name 
of Caſinas, from his finding there great plenty of 
trees bearing a fruit ſo called by the natives of Hi- 
ſpaniola ; and near this cape ſaw people who wore 
painted tunics or ſhirts made of cotton, ſo thick and 
ſtrong as to defend them againſt the weapons uſed in 
that country, and even to bear off the ſtroke of ſome 
of ours. Farther to the eaſtward, he found the na- 
tives of fierce aſpect, and of a ſavage diſpoſition ; 
they went intirely naked; eat fleſh, and fiſt raw as 
it was taken, and made holes in their ears, which 
they ſtretched by their pendants, ſo wide that a hen's 
egg might be paſſed through them, from which cir- 
cumſtance, the admiral denominated that coaſt de las 
Orejas, or of the ears. 

On the 14th of Auguſt in "hp morning, Bartholo- 
mew Columbus went aſhore upon. this coaſt, to hear 


maſs, with the colours flying, and attended by the 


Captains and many of the men ; and a few day after, 


he again landed to take poſſeſſion of the country for 
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their catholic majeſties, when above 100 Indians 
loaded with proviſions, ran towards the ſhore, but 
on the approach of the boats ſuddenly retired with- 
out ſpeaking a word. The lieutenant perceiving 
their timidity, deſired the interpreter to allure them 
with bells, beads, and other toys, with which they 
were ſo well pleaſed, that they returned in great 
numbers the next day, with ſeveral ſorts of proviſi- 
ons, as hens, which were better than thoſe in Eu- 
rope; geeſe, boiled fiſh, and red and white beans. 
The country was low, green and beautiful, and pro- 
duced abundance of pines, oaks, palm-trees, and 
mirabolans, with all the fruits that were to be found 
on the iſland of Hiſpaniola; there alſo were deer, 
leopards, and other animals. The inhabitants were 
like thoſe of the iſlands, only their foreheads were 
not ſo high ; for the moſt part they went naked, 
except a cloth round their waiſts, but thoſe of 
diſtinction wore red and white cotton cloths about 
their heads; and ſome had a ſhort jacket without 
lleeves, and reached to the waiſt, Their arms and 
bodies were ornamented with different figures 
wrought into the ſkin by pricking it, and on feſtival 
days they painted their faces of various colours, 
which made them look extremely terrible, They 
ſeemed to have no religion, and every nation ſpoke a 
particular language of their own, 

From cape Caſinas, the admiral was 70 days in 
failing ſixty leagues to the eaſtward, the wind and 
current being contrary all the time, But as there was 
good riding along the coaſt, he tacked to and fro, 
and every night dropped anchor under the land; but 
at length he reached a cape, to which he gave the 
name of Gracias a Dios, or Thanks to God; becauſe 
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from that place, the land turning off to the ſouth, 
enabled him to proſecute his voyage with a trade-wind. 
However a little beyond this head · land he paſſed ſome 
dangerous ſands, which for a conſiderable way ran 
out to ſea, 

On the 16th of September, being in want of wood 
and water, Columbus ſent the boats into a river, 
that ſeemed to have a deep and good entrance ; but 
on their return, the wind blowing from the ſea, and 


the waves running high agaiaſt the current of the ri- - 


ver, one of the boats, with all her men, was loſt, 
whence the admiral called this Rio de la Diſgracia, 
or the River of Diſaſter, Still running to the ſouth- 
ward, they, on the 25th, anchored near a little 
iſland called Quiriviri, and a town on the continent 
named Coriari, which is ſituated near a great river, 
to the banks of which a multitude of people reſorted; 
ſome with bows and arrows, others with (taves, of a 
wood as black as jet, as hard as iron, and pointed 
with fiſh bones; while others came with clubs. 
They ſeemed to have aſſembled with the intention of 
defending their country from invaſion ; but obſerving 
the ſpacific diſpoſition of the Spaniards, were very 
deſirous of bartering their commodities with them, 
which conſiſted of arms, cotton jackets, and pieces 
of pale gold, which they wore about their necks. 
With theſe things they ſwam to their boats, for the 
Spaniards did not go aſhore that day or the next ; 
nor would the admiral allow his people to take their 
goods in exchange ; but preſented them with ſeveral 
baubles. Yet the leſs the Spaniards ſeemed to regard 
the traffick, the more eagerneſs they diſcovered for 
it, and made many ſigns for them to come alliore;; 
but theſe proving ineffeQual, they reured, leaving 
every thing they had received on the ſhore, where 
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they were found by the Spaniards, at the place 
which they afterwards landed at. I he Indians at 
length ſuppoſing that the Spaniards did not confide in 
their ſincerity, ſent an old man of awful preſence, 
carrying a flag upon a ſtaff, attended by two young 
girls with pieces of gold about their necks. Theſe, 
by the old man's deſire, were conducted by the boats 
crew aboard the admiral, who ordering them to be 
clothed and fed, had them ſet on ſhore, where they 
were received with much ſatisfaction by the old man, 
and 50 of the natives. 

Bartholomew Columbus going aſhore the next day, 
in order to learn ſomething of the country, two of 
the chief men came to the boat, and taking him by 
the arms made him fit down between them. In this 
ſituation be began to- interrogate them by ſigns, and 
ordered his ſecretary to write down what were ſup- 
poſed to be their anſwers ; but they no ſooner ſaw. 
the pen, ink and paper, than they were in ſuch con- 
ſternation, that molt of them ran away, imagining: 
perhaps that theſe were implements of ſorcery ; for. 
they had performed ſome ceremonies of exorciſm be- 
fore they approached the Spaniards, ſcattering a 
powder in the air, and burning ſome of the ſame 
powder, and endeavoured to make the ſmoke fly to- 
wards the Chriſtians. 

A few days after, the admiral deſired his brother 
to go aſhore, with ſeveral men to view the town, 
and obtain ſome knowlege of the country, The molt 
. remarkable things he obſerved, were ſeveral tombs in 
a great wooden ſtructure covered with canes, in one 
of which was a dead body embalmed; in another, 
two bodies wrapt up in cotton ſheets, but without 
any ill. ſcent, and over each tomb was a board, upon 
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which was carved the figures of beaſts, and on ſome 
of them the effigies of the deceaſed, adorned with 
plates of gold about their necks, and other orna- 
ments. 

Theſe being the moſt civilized Indians in thoſe 
parts, the admiral ordered ſome of them to be taken, 
out of whom he choſe two who ſeemed to be the 
moſt intelligent; the reſt were ſent away with ſome 
preſents and great civility, and endeavours were uſed 
to make them ſenſible that their companions were de- 
tained for no other reaſon, but to ſerve as guides 
upon that coaſt, and that in a little time they would 
be ſer at liberty; but the natives believing they were 4 
detained through avarice, a number of them came 
down to the ſhore the next day, and ſent four per- 
ſons on board to treat for their ranſom, with a pre- 
ſent of two wild hogs which were very ſmall. Co- 
lumbus cauſed theſe deputies to be entertained with 
great civility, and though he would not grant their 
requeſt, he ſent them away well ſatisfied, and amply 
paid for the hogs ; one of which was hunted on the 
deck by a kind of wild cat of a grayiſh colour, that 
had been caught in the woods by one of the ſailors, 
after he had cut off one of its fore-legs : this animal 
leaps like a ſquarrel from tree to tree, and not only 
faſtens upon the branches with its claws, but even 
with its tail, by which it frequently ſuſpends itſelf 
either for ſport or reſt, Theſe hogs though natural- 
ly very fierce, no ſooner ſaw this animal, than they 
ran terrified about the deck, when the admiral per- 
ceived their fright, ordered one of them to be 
brought near the cat, which inſtantly wound its tail 
about the hog's ſnout, and faſtening the fore · leg that 
remained upon its head, would ſoon have diſpatched 
it, had not the men interpoſed. 
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On the 5th of October the admiral ſailed into the 
bay of Caravaro, which is ſix leagues in length, and 
about three in breadth. Here they found many 
ſmall iſlands, with channels between them, through 
ſome of which the ſhips failed as it were in lanes, 
the trees on each fide bruſhing againſt the ſhrouds. 
As ſoon as they anchored in this bay, the boats 
were ſent to one of the iſlands, where there were 20 
canoes on the ſhore, the people lying near them 
quite naked, having only a gold plate about their 
necks, They expreſſed no figns of fear, but for 
three bells gave a gold plate that weighed ten 
ducats, and ſaid there was great plenty of that 
metal at a ſmall diſtance from the ſhore on the 
continent. 

The next day the boats were ſent on ſhore upon 
the continent, and in their way met with two canoes 
full of people, who refuſing to barter their gold 
plates, two of the chief perſons among(t them were 
taken, in order that the admiral might obtain ſome 
intelligence from them by means of the Cariari inter- 
preters. The gold plate worn by one of theſe men 
weighed 14 ducats, and the other's 22, and theſe 
confirmed what the iſlanders had faid of the gold, 
which was to be found at the diſtance of two days 
journey up in the country. In this bay they took 
great numbers of fiſh, and on ſhore they found a 
large quantity of freſh proviſions, and alſo great 
plenty of roots and fruit. The men were painted 
all over of ſeveral colours, as red, black and white, 
and had no other covering beſides a narrow cotton 
cloth which hung round the waiſt. 

From this bay the admiral failed into another very 
near it, and on the 17th purſued his voyage twelve 
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leagues farther to the river Guaiga; when ordering 
out the boats to go aſhore, the men were furiouſly 
aſſaulted by above 100 Indians, who ran up to their 
middles in the ſea, brandiſhing their lances, blowing 
| horns, and throwing ſea-water towards the Spaniards, 
at whom they alſo ſpurted the juice of ſome ſhrubs 
they were chewing, with ſigns of deteſtation and de- 
fiance, The Spaniards, without either approaching 
or retreating, endeavoured to appeaſe them, which 
at length they effected, and at laſt exchanged ſixteen 
gold plates, worth 160 ducats, for a few bells and 
other baubles. However, notwithſtanding th:s friend- 
ly intercouiſe, the next day the natives lay in ambuſh 
for the boats; but perceiving that no body would 
venture to land, without knowing what diſpoſition 
they were in, they ruſhed into the water, as before, 
and even threatened to throw. their javelins, provided 
the boats that lay upon their oars, did not return to 
their ſhips. The Spaniards at length, exaſperated 
at this inſolent behavour, wounded one of them with 
an arrow, and at the ſame time the admiral firing 
one of his great guns, ſo terrified them, that they 
fied with precipitation: when four men landing, in- 
vited them by ſigns to return, on which laying down 
their arms, they came back, and very peaceably ex- 
changed their gold plates. 

The admiral then proceeded on his voyage, and 
caſting anchor in the mouth of a great river, the peo- 
ple of the country were ſeen to aſſemble, and ſoon 
after ſent two men in a canoe to the ſhip, who hav- 
ing talked with the Cariari interpreters, came 
aboard without any apprehenſions, and by the advice 
of thoſe Indians gave their gold plates to the admiral, 
who, in return, preſented them with ſome trifles. 
This canoe returning, another appeared with three 


OF COLUMBUS. 103 


men, who behaved in the ſame manner, and amity 
being thus eſtabliſhed, the Spaniards went aſhore, 
where they found a greater number of Indians with 
their king, who only differed from the reſt in being 
covered with a large leaf of a tree, becauſe it then 
rained very hard. This prince, to ſer his ſubjects an 
example, exchanged his plate, and bid them barter 
for theirs ; which they inſtantly did, and: the Spani- 
ards received nineteen plates of pure gold. Here 
they ſaw an old wall, which ſeemed to be built with 
ſtone and lime ; and this being the firſt part of the In- 
dies where Columbus had diſcovered ſigns of a ſolid 
and regular 3 he won Oy en of its 
as a memorial. 

The admiral: now failing with a freſh gale to the 
eaſtward, held on his courſe to five towns of great 
trade, among which was Veragua, where the Indians 
ſaid the gold was gathered, and the plates made, 
which they wore about their necks; and continuing 
his voyage, he arrived at an harbour, to which he 
gave the name of Porto Bello, or Beautiful Port; 
from its being very ſpacious, and encompaſſed by a 
fine and populous country. He entered this harbour 
on the 2d of November, paſling between two ſmall 
iſlands, with which the ſhips lay cloſe to the ſhore, 
where he was obliged by the rain and bad weather, 
to continue ſeven days, during which he was con- 
ſtantly viſited by the people in canoes, who came 
from the adjacent country, to barter fine ſpun 
cotton and proviſions, for pins, points, and other 
trifles. 

On the gth he failed eight leagues to the eaſt- 
ward ; but the next day was forced four leagues 
back by ſtreſs of weather, and putting in among the 
iſlands near the continent where the town of Nombre 
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de Dios now ſtands, called the place Puerto de Baſti. 
mentos, or the Port of Proviſions ; becauſe all thoſe 
ſmall iſlands were covered with corn, Here a boat 
well manned being ſent in purſuit of a canoe, the 
Indians were ſo frighted that they threw themſelves 
into the ſea, and ſwam away, notwithſtanding all the 
endeavours of the Spaniards to take ſome of them; 
for when a boat approached any of theſe Indians they 
dived like a duck, and came up at the diſtance of a 
bow ſhot. 

Columbus ſtaid here refitting the ſhips till the 23d 
of Noyember, when he continued his courſe eaſtward, 
trading with the Indians on the coaſt for proviſions, 
and ſuch pieces of gold as hung at their ears and 
noſes. On the 24th, he entered a ſmall port, which 
he named The Retreat, from its being able to con- 
tain no more than five or ſix ſhips, and its being only 
15 or 20 paces wide at the mouth. On both ſides, 
the rocks appeared above water, but the channel be- 
tween them was ſo deep, as not to be fathomed, 
though if the ſhips inclined to either fide, the men 
might leap on ſhore, The admiral was induced to 
enter this confined harbour, by the miſrepreſentations 
of thoſe who were ſent to view it, whoſe avarice 
rendering them fond of dealing with the Indians, 
they were glad of lying cloſe to the ſhore, in order 
to have à conſtant opportunity of changing trifles for 
gold. 

The Indians at firſt came very familiarly to trade 
with the ſhips, till being provoked by the inſolence 


and diſſolute behaviour of the ſeamen, they began, io 
have recourſe to arms, and ſome ſkirmiſhes paſſed 1 
between them. As their numbers daily increaſed, their 


courage roſe in proportion, and they at length ſeem- 
ed reſolyed to board the ſhips, when the admiral 
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having in vain attempted to appeaſe them by patience 
and aQs of civility, found that he was obliged to alter 
his bebaviour, in order to convince them of his impor- 
tance, and therefore commanded ſome of his guns to 
be fired; but this noiſe, which they found unattend- 
ed with any conſequences, gave them no apprehenſi- 
ons, and therefore they anſwered it with ſhouts, and 
beating the trees with ſtaves and by threatening ſigns; 
ſhewed that they did not fear the noiſe. Upon which 
Columbus ordered one of the guns to be loaded with 
ball, and fired at the company of theſe Indians afſem- 
bled upon a ſmall eminence, when the ball falling in 
the midſt of them, made them ſenſible, that he could 
make uſe of a thunder-bolt as well as of thunder ; 
for they inſtantly fled, with ſuch conſternation, that 
for the future they durſt not appear even on the 
mountains. 


Theſe were the belt ſhaped Indians of any they | 


had yet ſeen, they being tall and ſlender, without 
the prominent bellies frequent in theſe parts. The 
country afforded but few trees and little graſs, and 
in the harbour there were very large alligators, 
which went upon the ſhore to ſleep, whence they 
diffuſed ſo ſtrong a ſcent, that it ſeemed as if all the 
muſk in the world was gathered together, If they 
found a man ſleeping they would drag him to the wa- 
ter to devour him, but were fearful and timorous 
when attacked. 
Ihe ſhips had been nine days confined here by bad 
weather, when Columbus perceiving, that violent 
winds from the caſt and north-eaſt continued to blow 


without ceaſing, and that it was impoſſible to trade 


any longer with the inhabitants of this coaſt, reſolyed 
| to return, in order to obtain ſatisfation about what he 
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had heard of the mines of Veragua, and therefore on 
the 5th of December failed back to Porto Bello; 
but the next day while he held on his courſe, the 
wind ſhifted to the welt ; however not thinking this 
a ſettled gale, he bore up againſt it for ſome days, 
during which the weather was ſo extremely unruly 
and unſettled, that the failors could ſcarce ſtand 
upon deck: they had heavy and inceſſent rains, 
the air was filled with lightening, and the thunder 
roared inceſſantly, The men who were conſtantly 
wet to the ſkin, and expoſed to all the violence of 
the ſtorm, began to be terrified, and to be filled with 
deſpair, eſpecially when they found, that when the 
weather ſcemed a little to favour their ſailing to Ve- 
ragua, the wind veered about, and drove them to- 
wards Porto Bello, and when they were in hopes of 
entering that harbour, they were beat off again. In 
the midſt of this danger and diſtraction, they were 
near being overwhelmed by a water ſpont, and to 
compleat their misfortunes, they loſt fight of one of 
the ſhips which they concluded was loſt, till they ſaw 
her again at the end of three dark and diſmal days, 
in which ſhe had been- obliged- to caſt anchor, and 
had afrerwards been driven to ſea: with the loſs of her 
anchor and boat, 

The men were now not only quite ſpent with cold, 
hunger, and fatigue, but the ſhips almoſt ſhattered 
to pieces by the tempeſt, when they were relieved 
by a calm which laſted two days, during which they 
were ſurrounded by a prodigious number of ſharks, 
that would bite at the hook, though baited only with 
a red rag. Theſe had a dreadful appearance to the 
ſuperſtitious ſailors, who imagined: that as the ravens 
are ſaid to ſmell out dead bodies at a diſtance, fo 
theſe rayenous fiſh were an omen of their deſtruction, 
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and were ready to devour them, as ſoon as the ſhip 
ſhould fall to pieces. Many of theſe fiſh were caught, 
and from the belly of one of them was taken an intire 
turtle, and from another the whole head of a ſhark, 
which the ſailors had caught and thrown into the fea; 
ſo that the individuals of this ſpecies ſeem to prey 
upon each other. The failors, however, notwith- 
ſtanding their apprehenſions, and this fiſh being: al- 
lowed to make a very indifferent meal, eat them with 
great eagerneſs ; for they had been now effht months 
at ſea, and had conſumed all their proviſions except 
their biſcuit, part of which was ſo full of maggots, 
that many delayed cutting of it till it was dark, 
to avoid ſeeing what they were obliged to ſwallow. 

On the 17th of December the admiral entered in- 
to a large harbour, where he permitted his men to 
repoſe themſelves for three days; during which, go- 
ing aſhore, they found that the inhabitants lived in 
buts built upon the tops of trees, ſticks being laid 
from bough to bough; and the huts erected upon 
them: a cuſtom which muſt liave ariſen from the 
fear of wild beaſts, or of land floods. 

In the beginning of January, 1503, they caſt an- 
chor near a river which the admiral named Belem or 
Bethlem; from his arriving there on the feaſt of the 
Epiphany, To the weſtward of this river was that 
of Veragua, the water of which was ſhallow; how- 
ever the boats went up it to the town, where they 
were informed that they ſhould find the gold mines 
of Veragua ſo often mentioned. The Indians at firſt 
ſtood upon their guard, in order to oppoſe the land- 
ing of the Spaniards ; but an Indian interpreter going 
aſhore, and repreſenting them in a favourable light, 
the natives were pacified, and exchanged with them 
twenty gold plates, ſome hollow pieces of the ſame 
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metal like joints of reeds, and ſome grains of gold 
that had never been melted ; but to inhance their ya. 
lue they pretended they were gathered upon certain 
mountains at a great diſtance, 

On the 9th the admiral's ſhip, attended by one of 

the others ſailed up the river Belem, when the Indi- 
ans ſoon came to barter with the Spaniards, bringing 
fiſh, which at ſome ſeaſons of the year come up theſe 
rivers in incredible numbers ; they exchanged ſome 
gold for pins, beads, and hawks-bells, and the next 
day they were joined by the two other ſhips that had 
ſtaid behind for want of water. 
On the third day after their arrival, Bartholomew 
Columbus went up the river with the boats to a town 
belonging to a cacique named Quibio, who hearing 
of the licutenant's deſign, came in his canoe to meet 
him, and having received cach other in a friendly 
manner, diſcourſed by means of their interpreter for 
a long time together. The next day the ſame prince 
viſited the admiral ; made him ſome preſents, and 
after a converſation which laſted an hour, during 
which his people exchanged ſome gold for bells, re- 
tired well pleaſed with his reception, 

They bad lived five days in this friendly manner, 
when the river ſuddenly ſwelled to ſuch a ſurprizing 
height, and ruſhed down with ſuch impetuoſity, that 
the admiral's ſhip parted her cable, and running foul 
of the ſhip Galega, brought the foremaſt by the 
board, and both the veſſels were in danger of periſh- 
ing. This ſudden ſwell of the river was ſuppoſed to 
proceed from a violent ſhower that had fallen upon 
the mountains of Veragua, which the admiral named 
St. Chriſtopher's, from their tops reaching above the 
clouds. On the 6th of February the ſhips being 
caulked and refitted, the admiral ſent his brother 
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with 68 men in boats to the river Veragua, the 
mouth of which was at a league's diſtance from that 
of Belem; when rowing up, they arrived at the ca- 
cique's town, where they ſtaid a whole day, enquir- 
ing the way to the mines, In conſequence of the in- 
telligence they received, they, the next day, tra- 
yelled four leagues and a half, and came to a river 
which on account of its windings, they paſſed forty 
four times; the day following they arrived at the 
place to which they were directed, and in two hours 
time every man had gathered ſome gold about the 
roots of the trees which were very thick, and of a 
prodigious height. The ſample was much valued, as 
none of thoſe who went had any tools to dig, or had 
before ever gathered any. As the ſole aim of this 
expedition was to obtain information relating to the 
mines, they returned well pleaſed to the ſhips, 
though as they afterwards learned, the place they 
called the mines from which they had picked it, were 
not thoſe of Veragua, which lay much nearer, but 
of Urira, a town belonging to a people at war with 
the cacique Quibio, who had artfully directed the 
Spaniards to his enemies mines, inſtead of his own. 
On the 14th of February the admiral's brother 
went into the country with 40 men, followed by a 
boat with 14, and marched to the river of Urira, 
ſeven leagues welt of Belem. The next day he was 
met by the cacique, attended by 20 men, who made 
them a preſent of proviſions and ſome gold plates. 
During this intercourſe the Indians chewed a dry 
herb, and ſometimes added to it a ſort of powder, 
Having reſted a while in this place, the Spaniards 
and Indians went together to the town, whence a- 
bundance of people came out to meet them, and a 
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houſe being provided for their lodging, they were 
hoſpitably entertained. Soon after came the cacique 
of a neighbouring town named Durira, attended by a 
great number of Indians, who brought ſome gold 
plates to barter, and told the lieutenant that up in 
the country there were caciques who had great quan- 
tities of gold, and that there were there many men 
armed like the Spaniards. 

The next day Don Bartholomew marched with 30 
men towards Zobabra, after his having ordered the 
relt to return by land to the ſhips. He here ſaw the 
ground for above ſix leagues covered with maize, 
and cultivated like the corn fields of Europe. He 
was at Zobabra kindly entertained by the natives, as 
he was allo at another town called Cateba, at both 
which places he purchaſed ſome gold plates; but 
having now advanced a conſiderable way from the 
ſhips, without diſcovering any harbour along the 
coaſt or river, larger than that of Belem, where he 
might conveniently ſettle a colony, he returned with 
a good quantity of gold to the place from which he 
had taken his departure, and where it was now a- 
greed to make a ſettlement under his command, 

Proper diſpoſitions being made, the failors began 
to built houſes of timber about a cannon ſhot from 
the mouth of the river Belem, which they covered 
with the palm tree leaves that grew along the ſhore, 
and a large building was alſo creed: to ſerve as a 
ſtorehouſe and magazine, in which ſeveral pieces of 
cannon with powder, proviſions, and other neceſſa- 
ries, were lodged for the ſupport of the planters'; 
while a- quantity of wine, oil, vinegar, cheeſe and 
grain was depoſited on board the ſhip Galega, that 
was to be left with the lieutenant, with cordage, neis, 
hooks and other fiſhing tackle for the uſe of the colo- 
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ny. Indeed theſe could not fail of ſignal ſervice in a 
country that abounds with ſuch quantities of fiſh, 
which are caught by the natives with books made of 
tortoiſe-ſhell, 

The houfes being erected, and proper regulations 
made for the preſervation of the colony, the admi- 
ral reſolved to return to Spain ; but his voyage was 
effectually prevented by want of water to carry the 
ſhip out of the river, and by a terrible ſurf that beat 
upon the ſhore, and threatened immediate deſtruction 
to any veſſel that ſhould approach it: to render 
theſe cireumſtances the more unfortunate, the rains, 
which alone could ſwell the river, were paſt; the 
bottoms of the ſhips were ſo worm-eaten that they 
reſembled honey-combs, and to compleat their vexa- 
tion, one of their interpreters reported that Quibio 
intended to ſet fire to the houſes of the Spaniards, 
who, contrary to his inclination, and to that of his 
people, had made a ſettlement in his dominions. 

Upon this occaſion the admiral concerted meaſures 
with his brother for ſeizing the cacique with his prin- 
cipal men, in order to carry them to Spain, as hof- 
tages for the good behaviour of his ſubjects: an ex- 
pedient, which however politic, was not at all 
agreeable to the humanity of Chriſtopher Columbus 
on other occaſions, and equally inconſiſtent with all 
the laws of nature and nations. However on the 
zoth of March, the lieutenant attended by above 70 
men, proceeded to Veragua, which conſiſted of ſtrag- 
gling houſes, and at a ſmall diſtance from that place, 
was deſired by a meſſenger from the cacique, not 
to come up to his houſe, which ſtood upon a hill; 
but notwithſtanding this requeſt, the lieutenant re- 
ſolved to proceed with only five men, ordering the 
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reſt to follow two and two at ſome diſtance, ang 


when they ſhould: hear a muſket fired, to beſet the 
houſes, and let no body eſcape. On his approaching 
Quibio's reſidence, he was met by another meſſenger, 
who entreated him not to enter the houſe, and told 
him that the cacique himſelf would come out, though 
he was wounded by an arrow, Quibio, on his com- 
ing to the door agreeably to his promiſe, was imme- 
diately ſeized by the lieutenant, and the muſket be- 
ing fired, the houſe was ſoon ſurrounded by the reſt 
of the Spaniards, and about 3o perſons made priſo- 
ners, without the leaſt oppoſition, amongſt whom 
were the wives and children of the cacique, with 
ſome of his principal ſubjects, who offered to ran- 
ſom themſclves with a large quantity of gold that 
was concealed in an adjoining wood, But the lieute · 
vant, diſregarding their offers, ordered them all to 
be bound and carried on board, before the country 
ſhould take the alarm; intending himſelf to ſtay with 
the greateſt part of the men, to ſecure ſome of Qui- 
bio's kindred and ſubjects, whom he had not yet 
been able to take; he therefore delivered the priſo- 
ners to Juan Sanchez de Cadiz, an able pilot, who 
with great confidence and alacrity, undertook to :ar- 
ry them on board to the admiral. The pilot em- 
barked with them in the boat, when Quibio com- 
plaining that his hands were too hard bound, Sanchez 
moved by compaſſion looſed them, but kept the rope 
with which he was tyed in his own hand. The ca- 
cique now finding his hands at liberty, took an op- 
portunity while the pilot was looking another way to 
plunge into the river, which he did with ſuch vio- 
lence, that Sanchez quitted the rope in order to ſave 
himſelf, and as it began to grow dark, and the boat 
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was inſtantly filled with confuſion, it was impoſſible 
to hear or ſee how he got on ſhore. 

The lieutenant perceiving that it would be impoſſi- 
ble to overtake the fugitive Indians, the next day re- 
turned with his men to the ſhips, and preſented the 
plunder of Quibio's houſe, which was worth 300 du- 
cats in gold plates, to his brother, who, after deduct- 
ing the fifth part for their catholic majeſties, divided 
the remainder among thoſe who were employed in 
this expedition, 

Soon after this the rains fell, and the floods com- 
ing down, opened the mouth of the river, upon 
which the admiral failed out with three ſhips, leaving 
one for the ſervice of his brother, He however came 
to an anchor at a league's diſtance, in order to wait 
for fair weather, and in the mean time ſent back the 
boat for water. 

Quibio ſeeing that the three ſhips were gone, and 
being grieved and provoked at the loſs of his wives 
and children, and alſo exafperated at the violence 
offered to himſelf, refolved openly to attack the ſet- 
tlement. The woods by which it was ſurrounded 
facilitated this enterprize, and enabled the Indians 
unperceived to reach a ſpot within ten paces of the 
houſes, from whence they ruſhed upon the Chriſtians 
with dreadful ſhouts, throwing their javelins, nor 
only at thoſe who appeared, but alfo through the 
lender roofs, fo that four or five were dangerouſly 
wounded before the Spaniards were able to put them- 
ſelves in a poſture of defence. Don Bartholomew 
however being a man of great eourage and reſolution 
fallied out upon the enemy with feven or eight of his 
men, ard notwithſtanding the Indians ſeveral times 
rallied, drove them into the wood; but though the 

K 3 


114 THE VOYAGES 


Indians would not engage hand to hand, after they 
had felt the edge of the European ſwords, and the 
teeth of a dog, by which they were furiouſly at- 
tacked, they continued to throw their javelins at a 
diſtance, till they were driven from their covert, and 
obliged to fly, after they had killed one Spaniard, 
and wounded ſeven others, amongſt whom was the 
hieutenant. 

Captain James Triſtan, whom the admiral had 
ſent aſhore with the boat, and who appeared juſt 
as the Indians were obliged to retire into the wood, 
ſtood an idle ſpectator during the engagement, with- 
out ſuffering any of his men to land, and the battle 
being over, rowed a full league up the river to take 
in freſh water, at a place quite covered with wood : 
when the Indians ſallying from the grove in their ca- 
noes, attacked him with a ſhower of javclins, and 
though the captain ſuſtained their onſet Sith great 
gallantry, both he and the whole boat's crew were 
foon ſlain, one perſon only happening do fall over- 
board in the midſt of the fray, dived te the bottom, 
reached the ſhare, and paſſed through the wood to the 
colony, where hc gave an account of ic diſaſter, 

The colony was fo terrified at this news, that 
they would immediately have abandoned the ſettle- 
ment, and joined the admiral in the ſhip he had leit 
them, had they not been prevented by the lowneſs of 
the water at the mouth of the river, which was not 
{ufficient to float their veſiel, and the ſea beat with 
ſuch violence over the bar, that no boat could be 
{ent to tha admiral with advice of their diſtreſs. He 
bimſclf rode in a very dangerous open road without his 
long boat, and was ignorant of the unhappy fate of 
the captain and his crew ; till he had the mortificati- 
on to ſee their bodies driving down the river, covered 
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with wounds, and preyed upon by a number of car- 
tion crows. This melancholy ſpectacle fpread great 
deſpondence amongſt his people, who concluded that 
the whole colony had periſhed. Mean while the In- 
dians elated at the advantage they had gained, re- 
turned to the attack of the ſettlement, which they 
carried on day and night without intermiſſion, ſo that 
every Spaniard. mult have fallen a ſacrifice to their re- 
ſentment, had they not removed to an open ſtrand, 
when they formed a barricado of caſks and other 
lumber, and planted their cannon in ſuch a manner as 
to make great havock among the enemy, who became 
terrified at thoſe dreadful inſtruments of ſlaughter, 
The admiral waited ten days for fair weather, in 
order to ſend the only boat that now remained for in- 
telligence, and to add to theſe yexations, ſeveral of 
the Indian priſoners who were confined in the hold, 
burſt open the hatchets in the night, leapt into the 
ſea and ſwam aſhore, and thoſe that remained being 
diſappointed in their hopes of eſcaping in the ſame 
manner, hanged themſelves, by which means they 
had no hoſtages, by whom they might make a peace 
with Quibio, | 
As the weather ſtill continued boiſterous, and the 
Spaniards on board grew extremely impatient to learn 
the fate of their companions, one of the ſailors of- 
fered to ſwim aſhore, provided he might be carried 
in the boat to the place where the ſurf began to run 
high. This propoſal, which was gladly embraced 
by the admiral, was ſoon put in execution, and the 
ſailor having obtained ſufficient intelligence from the 
colony, ſwam off again, and gave a circumſtantial ac- 
count of all that happened, and of the particulars of 
the diviſions and diſſentions which had now ariſen a- 
mongſt the men, who paid no regard to Don Bartho- 
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lomew's authority, and were unanimous in nothing 
but their reſolution to leave the place, They deſir- 
ed to be immediately taken on board, and reſolved, 
if that was refuſed them, to put to ſea in their own 
rotten veſſel, ſince they had rather truſt to the mercy 
of the waves, than continue expoſed to the reſent- 
ment of the ſavages. Upon this, Columbus agreed 
to ſend for them, and the weather becoming favour- 
able, they left the country, taking with them all 
their goods and effects in the boat, and ſome canoes, 
which they laſhed together, leaving nothing behind 
them, but the huſk of the ſhip, which was unfit for 
ſervice. 

The company being to their mutual joy, reafſem- 
bled, the admiral ſailed to the eaſtward, as far as 
Porto Bello where he was obliged to leave one of his 
ſhips, which was ſo leaky and worm-eaten, that ſhe 
could not proceed, and continued his courſe till the 
roth of May, when he obſerved two fmall iſlands, 
which he named Tortugas, from the great number 
of turtle found there, Then continuing his courſe 
30 leagues to the northward, he arrived at the 
iſland called Jardin de la Reyna, or the Queen's 
Gardens, ten leagues to the ſouth of Cuba, by which 
time the ſhips were ſo leaky, that the men were har- 
raſſed by. working at the pumps, though, as they had 
ſcarcely any proviſions left, they were but little able 
to ſupport ſuch fatigue ; and in this unhappy ſituati- 
on, they were overtaken with a dreadful ſtorm, in 
which the fhip Bermuda ran foul of the admiral, and 
both were in the greateſt danger of being foundered, 
and the ſame. night they narrowly eſcaped being 
wrecked upon ſome ſharp rocks. 

The wind being at length abated, the admiral 
failed to an Indian town on the coaſt of Cuba, where 
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having purchaſed ſome refreſhments, he ſtood over to 
Jamaica, pumping and baling all the way, notwith» 
ſtanding which the water roſe up almoſt to the deck. 
In this ſituation he put into an harbour called Puerto 
Rueno, but finding no freſh water there, ſteered to 
the eaſtward into another called Sama Gloria, where 
ſmding it impoſſible to keep the ſhips afloat, he ran 
them aſhore, along ſide of each other, cauſed them 
to be propped upon cach. fide to keep them upright, 
and ſheds to be made on the poop and forecaſtle, to 
ſecure the ſailors from the inclemencies of the wea- 
ther, and the attempts of the Indians. 

He here made it his ſtudy to oblige the natives, 
who reſorted in great numbers to the ſhips with what 
they had to barter, and appointed two perſons to ſu- 
perintend the market, and prevent frauds or abuſes, 
as well as to divide what was purchaſed equally 
among the ſailors, This regulation was both agree> 
able to his own men, and to the Indians, who ex- 
changed two ſmall animals like rabbits, for a bit of 
tin, and two of their cakes of bread for two green or 
yellow beads ; for things of greater value, a hawk's 
bell : and ſometimes a cacique or other conſiderable 
perſon had a preſent of a pair of ſciſſars, or a ſmall 
looking-glaſs, 

The admiral having canſulted with the officers on 
the belt means of leaving that iſland, it was agreed 
to. ſend an account of their ſituation ta Nicholas de 
Obando governor of Hiſpaniola, and to Alonzo San- 
chez de Carvajal, the admiral's factor there, to de- 
fire that a ſhip might be freighted and ſent to their 
relief at the admiral's expeace. . Two. canoes were 
choſen for this dangerous expedition, in one of 
which James Mondes de Segura the admiral's chief 
lecretary embarked, with 6x Spaniards and ten Indi- 
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ans to row it, and Bartholomew Fieſco, a Genoefe 
gentleman went with the ſame orders to return im- 
mediately with the news of their ſafe arrival. They 
then rowed to the caſtermoſt point of Jamaica, under 
the conduct of the admiral's brother, who took care 
to ſupply him with every thing neceſſary for the 
voyage, which was a very extraordinary one to be 
performed by canoes, ſince the diſtance between the 
two iſlands amounted to 30 leagues, without any in. 
tervening land except a ſmall rock or iſland about 
eight leagues from the coaſt of Hiſpaniola. Don 
Bartholomew made them wait for a calm, and then 
ordering them to proſecute their voyage, ſtaid till 
they were out of fight. 

They launched out at night, the Indians who row- 
ed, fometimes leaping into the water to cool them- 
ſelves, and then returning to the oar again, The 
ſecond day after their departure they all began to be 
much tired ; but the two chiefs encouraged the men, 
adviſing them to eat in order to recover their ſtrength, 
The Indians being heated by the ſun and by labouring 
at the oar, ſoon emptied their calibaſhes of water, and 
the heat increaſing, their thirſt increaſed with it, ſo 
that by noon they had no (ſtrength left. They were 
then relieved by the commanders frequently giving 
them ſomething to drink out of their rundlets, which 
fupported them till the cool of the evening. They 
were ſoon greatly diſtreſſed with the apprehenſion that 
they had loſt their way, and had miſſed a little iſland 
eight leagues from Hiſpaniola, where they expected 
to refreſh themſelves ; and that afternoon they threw 
an Indian over board who died with thirſt; others lay 
ſtretched out, and quite diſabled, while the reſt ex- 
pected death, and held ſalt water in their mouths to 
cool them: but could receiye no comfort from it. 
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They proceeded the ſecond night without ſeeing 
the iſland, till the moon riſing, it was happily diſco- 
yered, when they all joined in encouraging the Indi · 
ans; ſhewed them the land, and gave them ſmall 
ſips of water, which ſo revived their ſpirits, that by 
break of day they arrived at the iſland, They 
however found it to. be a ſolid rock, about half a 
league in. compaſs, without a ſingle tree or ſpring of 
water, yet going about from one cliff to another, they 
collected in the hollows more than was neceſſary to 
quench their thirſts ; for being ſcorched with drought, 
they drank ſo much, that ſome of the poor Indians 
died upon the ſpot, and others fell ſick. There they 
ſtaid till the afternoon, and having reſted and refreſh- 
ed themſelves with the ſhell-fiſh they picked up along 
the ſhore, went on board in the evening, and ſteered 
to the neareſt land of Hiſpaniola, where they arrived 
early in the morning. Fieſco having reſted two days, 
was deſirous of returning to the admiral according to 
bis promiſe : but was obliged to deſiſt, becauſe nei- 
ther the ſailors nor Indians would accompany him in 
the voyage. Menes, though he laboured under a. 
quartan argue, occaſioned by his ſufferings at ſea, im- 
- mediately ſet out for Xaragua, where he informed 
the governor of the admiral's ſituation, and, after 
much importunity, obtained leave to purchaſe a ſhip 
at St. Domingo. | 

To return to the iſland of Jamaica: ſoon after the 
departure of the canoes, the men who were left be- 
hind began to grow ſickly, in conſequence of a change 
of proviſions, and the fatigue they had ſuffered, 
whence a ſpirit of diſcontent diffuſed itſelf among 
them. They now privately murmured, and caballed 
2painſt the admiral, whom they accuſed of being the 
cauſe of all their misfortunes, The chicf promoters 
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of theſe diſcontents, were two brothers whoſe names 
were Porras, one of whom had been captain of the 
ſhip Bermuda, and the other purſer of the fleet. 
And theſe having gained over 48 of the men, re- 
folved to declare their intentions. Accordingly on 
the 2d of January 1504, captain Francis de Porras, 
whom they had choſen for their leader, went upon 
the quarter-deck, and addrefling himſelf to the ad- 
miral, aſked, ©** What is the reaſon, my lord, that 
© you will not return to Spain, but keep us here to 
«« periſh.” From this inſolent queſtion, Columbus 
readily ſuſpected that a mutiny was formed, and very 
calmly replied, that he did not fee how it was poſſi- 
ble for them to return to Spain, till they were aſſiſted 
by a veſſel from Hiſpaniola, and that they well knew, 
he had already, by their unanimous advice, ſent for 
a ſhip, and if they had any better method to offer, 
they might propoſe it. Francis de Porras replied, 
there was no need of much adviſing, and that he 
might embark immediately or ſtay behind, and then 
turning his back, added, I will go to Spain, with 
t that will follow me,” and being immediately 
ſeconded by all the mutineers, after cauſing much 
confuſion on. board the ſhip, ſeized ten canoes which 
the admiral had bought of the Indians, and being 
joined by many who were ſick, went to the eaſtern 
point of Jamaica, whence Mendes and Fieſco had 
departed for Hiſpaniola. In their way they commit- 
ted all manner of outrages upon the poor Indians 
whom they adviſed to apply for redreſs to the admi- 
ral, and to put him to death, if he refuſed to give 
them ſatisfaction, adding, that his delign in ſtaying 
was to involve them in ſuch miſery as he had al- 
ready entailed upon the inhabitants of the other 
iſland. | 


MER er _ _ 0 a« _ tw — 


O07F COLUMBUS 121 


Having reached the point, they attempted to paſs 
over to Hiſpaniola with ſome Indians whom they had 
compelled to go on board every canoe to ſerve as 
rowers ; but they had not got four leagues from 
land, when the wind, which was contrary, beginning 
to freſhen, and the ſea to riſe, they thought fit to 
lighten the canoes, which were heavy laden, by 
throwing what they had over board, except ſome 
proviſions, water and their arms, and at laſt the poor 
Indians who rowed. Theſe unhappy people ſwam 
till they were weary, and then hung by the canoes 
to recover themſelves, when the barbarous ruffians 
cut off their hands, and thus eighteen of theſe poor 
creatures periſhed, and none would have eſcaped, 
had not theſe inhuman monſters for their own ſakes 
kept a few to row them back to Jamaica, 

On their returning aſhore, fome were for taking 
the advantage of the eaſterly wind and currents for 
paſhng over to Cuba, whence they would have a 
ſhort cut to Hiſpaniola ; others were for returning 
and making peace with the admiral, or depriving 
him by force of all he had in his poſſeſſion. But it 
was agreed by a majority of voices, that they ſhould 
wait for a calm, and then make another attempt to 
paſs directly to Hiſpaniola. They ſtaid a month or 
fix weeks waiting for this opportunity at an Indian 
town near that cape, during which they plundered 
the poor natives ; but having made two unſucceſsful 
efforts to perform the voyage, quitted their canoes, 
and rambled from place to place, ſometimes barter- 
ing with the people for proviſions, and ſometimes 
taking them by force. 

Chriſtopher Columbus exerted all his addreſs to 
remove the bad impreſſions made by the mutincers 
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on the minds of the Indians, by which means he en. 
gaged them to ſupply him with proviſions, and at the 
ſame time employed his humanity in the relief of the 
ſick, all of whom recovered : but his being conſtant- 
ly ſupplied with proviſions, producing a ſcarcity 
amongſt the Indians, who ſowed little more than 
was jult neceſſary for their ſubſiſtence, they began to 
grow remiſs in their attendance, and he being no 
longer plentifully ſupplied, more of his men revolt- 
ed, and the natives who were already ſtocked with the 
commodities brought by the Spaniards, no longer 
conſidered Columbus as in a ſituation that command- 
ed reſpect or obedience. 

In this dilemma the admiral fell upon a very ex- 
traordinary expedient for retrieving his character and 
affairs with theſe ſavages. As he knew that there 
would be an eclipſe of the moon within three days, 
he ſent an Indian of Hiſpaniola who was on board 
and ſpoke Spaniſh, to aſſemble the cacique and prin- 
cipal men of that diſtrict, in order to confer with 
them on an affair in which they were nearly concern- 
ed, and they obeyiug the ſummons the day before 
the eclipſe, he told them, by his interpreter, that 
he and his people were Chriſtians, and believed in 
God, who cteated heaven and earth, rewarded the 
righteous. and puniſhed the wicked, and therefore 
would not ſuffer the rebellious Spaniards to paſs over 
to Hiſpaniola, though he had conducted Mendes and 
Fieſco to that iſland : that the ſame almighty Being 
was diſpleaſed at the Indians for neglecting to ſupply 
bis diſtreſſed ſervants with proviſions in exchange for 
their commodities, and was therefore determined to 
puniſh them with peſtilence and famine, as a proof of 
which, God would give a token of his anger in the 
ſky, and that very night they ſhould ſee the moon 
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rifng with a bloody aſpect, to point out the puniſh- 
ment God would inflit upon them. 

This prediction had different effeAs upon the In- 
dians, ſome of whom went away in a fright, while 
others laughed at it as an idle ſtory; but on their 
perceiving the moon actually eclipſed, and the dark- 
neſs increaſing as ſhe roſe, they were univerſally fil- 
led with conſternation, and running fiom all quarters 
loaded with proviſions, intreated the admiral to in- 
tercede with God, and prevail on him to be no 
longer angry with them, and that for the future they 
would take care to ſupply all his wants, 

The admiral replied, that he would offer up his 
prayers for them, and then ſhutting himſelf up, till 
the eclipſe was at the height and ready to decreaſe, 
told them that he had been offering up his petitions 
to heaven for their preſervation, and that God had 
been ſo good as to forgive them, on their promiſe of 
being kind and hoſpitable to the Chriſtians, and as a 
teſtimony of his forgiveneſs, they ſhould ſee the 
moon by degrees reſume her former ſplendor. . In 
ſhort the Indians perceived the eclipſe difappear, 
praiſed the God of the Chriſtians, returned the ad- 
miral many thanks, and continued to ſupply him 
plentifully with proviſions; for though ſome of them 
had formerly ſeen ſuch eclipſes, they all thought it 
impoſlible to foretel them, without an immediate cor- 
reſpondence with the deity, and therefore conſidered 
Columbus as in a peculiar manner the favourite of 
heaven, 

Eight months having elapſed, fince the departure 
of Mendez and Fieſco without the admiral's obtain- 
ing the leaſt intelligence of them, the people, ſup- 
poling they had either periſhed at ſea, or been killed 
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by the Indians of Hiſpaniola in their way to St. Do- 
mingo, began to be extremely dejected, and their 
fears were confirmed by a canoe, which they found 
overſet and driven by the current upon the coaſt. 
Theſe apprehenſions daily increaſing, at length pro- 
duced a ſecond conſpiracy, headed by one Bernard 
an apothecary of Valentia, and two of his compani- 
ons, who in imitation of the other mutineers, form- 
ed a ſcheme for deſerting the admiral ; but its exe- 
cution was prevented by the arrival of a veſſel ſent 
by the governor of Hiſpaniola. The captain, whoſe 
name was James de Eſcobar, having come to an an- 
chor near the wrecks, came in his boat to deliver a 
letter with compliments from the governor, and pre- 
ſented the admiral with a caſk of wine, and two flit- 
ches of bacon, and theſe being dclivered, Eſcobar 
weighed anchor and ſailed back the fame evening. 
Columbus was greatly mortiſied at his abrupt de- 
parture ; but however made uſe of this event, to put 
an end to this ſecond conſpiracy ; for he told the 
men, that as he had reſolved not to go away without 
them, and as that little caravel was not ſufficient to 
carry them all, Eſcobar went away ſo ſuddenly that 
he might loſe no time in bringing them relief. This 
declaration had ſuch an effect upon the conſpirators, 
that they immediately laid aſide all thoughts of their 
deſigns ; but the true reaſon of that ſnip's arrival 
was, that Lares governor of Hiſpaniola was appre- 
henſive that the admiral would, upon his return to 
Spain, be reinſtated in his government, and had ſent 
Eſcobar to obſerve his ſituation, and whether he 
might not eaſily be deſtroyed. However from this 
caravel, Columbus received certain intelligence of the 
ſafe arrival of Mendes and Fieſco at Hiſpaniola, and 
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did not doubt, but that in conſequence of their re- 
monſtrances, he ſhould be ſpeedily relieved. 

The admiral being deſirous of reducing the muti- 
neers who had behaved in ſo ſcandalous and baſe a 
manner, rather by fair means than by force, ſent two 
perſons to acquaint them with the advice he had re- 
ccived, to defire them to return, and to let them 
know, that, in that caſe, no notice ſhould be taken 
of what had happened: but Francis de Porras dread- 
ing the conſequences of a re - union, met theſe meſſen- 
gers at a diſtance, and anſwered, that they would 
not truſt the admiral ; but would bebave themſelves 
peaceably in the iſland, if he would promiſe to pro- 
cure a ſhip to carry them off, Or if he had but one, 
aſſign one half of it to them for their own conveni- 
ence, and give them an half ſhare of the cloaths and 
commodities that were ſtill in his poſſeſſion, fince 
they had loſt all their own effects, otherwiſe they 
would come and take the whole by force of arms, 
As for the caravel from Hiſpaniola, they aſſerted 
that it was only a deluſion, which the admiral, who 
was a great magician, bad raiſed by inchantment. 

The mutineers aQually reſolved to put their 
threats in execution, and marched to an Indian 
village within a quarter of a league of the wrecks, 
when the admiral being informed of their deſign, 
ſent his brother with 50 men well armed to expoſtu- 
late with them and perſuade them to return to their 
duty; but to refrain from all acts of hoſtility, till 
they ſhould be firſt attacked. Don Bartholomew 
polted himſelf on a riſing ground within bow-ſhot of 
the mutineers, and then ſet the two meſſengers the 
admiral had employed before to offer terms of peace 
but the mutineers treating this condeſcenſion as the 
effect of fear, they fell upon his men with great 
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confidence of victory: ſix of the boldeſt having ſo- 
lemnly ſworn to fight the lieutenant, whoſe death 
they imagined would difconcert his followers, How- 
ever they were diſappointed, for at the very firſt 
charge five of them were ſlain. Francis de Porras 
boldly ſingled out the lieutenant, and at one blow 
clove his target down to his hand, which he wound- 
ed: but not being able ſuddenly to recover his 
word was made prifoner, after his having received 
teveral wounds. The lieutenant then ruſhed upon the 
enemy, and being ſeconded by his men, obliged them 
to fly with precipitation, and having obtamed a com- 
pleat victory, returned to the wrecks with a good 
number of prifoners. 

The next day the fugitives ſent a petition to the 
admiral, in which they confeſſed their fault, begged 
pardon, and promiſed to ſerve him faithfully for the 
future; and this they ſolemnly {wore to perform. The 
admiral inſtantly granted them a free pardon, and took 
them again into his protection; but to prevent future 
animoſities, kept Francis de Porras a cloſs priſoner, 
ard appointed a proper perſon to command and lead 
them about the iſland, in order the better to produce 
ſubliltence in exchange for the commodines with 
which he cauſed them to be ſupplied. 

la this poſture were affairs in Jamaica, where the 
admiral had been a full year, when a ſhip arrived 
freighred by James Mendes, attended by a caravel, 
and Columbus embarking with his whole company on 
the 28th of June 1504, ſet fail for Hiſpaniola, but 
the wind and current being contrary, they had a 
troubleſome voyage, and did not reach St. Domiago 
till the 131th of Auguſt, The governor with all the 
city went out to meet him; payed him many compli- 


ments, and I:dged him in his own houſe ; but this 
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outward ſhew of reſpe& was meer affectation, for he 
cauſed Francis de Porras to be ſet at liberty, and 
threatened to puniſh thoſe who had adhered to the 
admiral in his greateſt dangers, 

Columbus being ſenſible of the deceitful manner in 
which he was treated, and of the true motives of the 
governor's behaviour, choſe to conceal his reſentment; 
prepared for his departure, and on the 12th of Sep- 
tember embarked on board a ſhip provided by his a- 
gents, and alſo took with him the veſſel that had 
brought him and his people from Jamaica ; but they 
were no ſooner out of port, than the main maſt of 
the leſſer veſſel came by the board. Upon which he 
ordered her back to St. Domingo, and continued his 
voyage in the other, He had not however been long 
at ſea before he met with a violent tempeſt, wherein 
all on board expected every moment to periſh, and in 
which they loſt their main maſt ; but making a jury 
maſt of the yard, they continued their voyage, and 
after being expoſed to another ſtorm, that carried 
away their foremaſt, arrived at the port of St. Lucar. 

Columbus upon his landing was greatly afflicted at 
the news of the death of his beſt friend and only pa- 
troneſs, queen Iſabella ; for though king Ferdinand 
always treated him with ſome degree of reſpect, he 
well knew, that he was far from having any real 
kindneſs for him, or ever any inclination to do him 
jultice. That prince thought the advantages he had 
ſtipulated for himſelf were too conſiderable, and 
therefore in ſtead of fufilling his engagements, of- 
fered him a large eſtate in Spain in exchange for 
what was his due in the Weſt-Indies. Columbus 
who' was confined to his bed was extremely diſpleaſ- 
ed with this treatment: but while he was endeavour- 
ing to obtain his juſt demands, his ſollicitations were 
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interrupted by king Ferdinand's taking a journey from 
Valladolid to Laredo to wait for his ſon in-law king 
Philip, and queen Johanna his daughter ; and before 
Ferdinand's return, Columbus's illneſs increaſing, he 
died on the 2oth of May 1506, aged ſixty four. 
His body was conveyed to the monaſtery of the Car- 
thuſians at Seville, where ſome authors ſay that he 
was magnificently interred in the cathedral of that 
city, and a monument erected to his memory, on 
which is the following inſcription, 


A CaSTIL1A, YA LEON, 
Nutvo MunDo pio Coro. 
In Engliſh, 

To Caſtile and Leon, 
Columbus gave a new world. 


Others aſſert that his body was carried from the 
above monaſtery to the city of St. Domingo in Hi- 
ſpaniola, and that he lies interred in the chancel of 
the cathedral, which may probably be true, notwith- 
ſtanding the above monument erected to his honour 
at Seville, 

Thus died this truly great man, who was the ſon 
of a woolcomber of Cogureto, a village in the terri- 
tory of Genoa, and yet by his abilities not only raiſ- 
ed himſelf and his family to nobility, but render- 
ed himſelf by his diſcoveries, the greateſt man of the 
age in which he lived. He was however, in many 
reſpects, treated with ingratitude both by the king, 
and thoſe who were under his own command ; and it 
is no ſmall blemiſh to king Ferdinand's character, 
that he did not do juſtice to his merit, but always 
meanly endeavoured to falſify his engagement with 
him. To Columbus juſtly belongs the honour of 
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giring a name to the new world, which from him 
ought to have been called Columba, while the name 
of America was beſtowed on what he diſcovered from 
that of Americus Veſputius, who had no juſt title to- 
that honour. Columbus by diſcovering a new world, 
opened new ſouces of commerce; he ſettled Hiſpa - 
niola, took a view of Cuba; viſited and reſided for a 
conſiderable time in Jamaica, beſtowed the name of 
St. John on the iſland of Porto Rico, and diſcovered 
almoſt all that could be properly called the Weſt · In- 
dies. He indeed but barely ſaw the continent, but 
then he ſaw both parts of it, and the iſthmus that 
unites them; and left behind him ſchemes for extend» 
ing theſe diſcoveries, and conjectures on the conſe- 
quences that might attend them. 

We ſhall conclude this account, with a deſcription 
of his perſon, and the character given of him by a 
Spaniſh hiſtorian juſtly eſteemed for his fidelity. 
« Columbus was tall of ſtature, had a long viſage, 
and a majeſtic aſpect, an aquiline noſe, grey eyes, 
« and a clear and ruddy complexion, When young 
« his hair and beard were fair ; but the many hard- 
„ ſhips he ſuffered, ſoon turned them grey. He was 
a man of wit and pleaſantry, was eloquent in diſ- 
« courſe, and yet moderately grave. His affa- 
« bility to ſtrangers, and his diſcreet converſation, 
gained him the affection of every ingenuous mind; 
and he had an air of authority and grandeur that 
« attracted reſpect. He was very ſtrict in religion 
according to the mode of his country, and obliged 
© ſuch as were under his command, to ſhew at leaſt 
* a decent regard to it. He had an earneſt concern 
*« for the converſion of the Indians, and endeavour- 
* ed as much as was in his power to allure them, by 
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« obliging the Spaniards to lead a life in ſome mea- 
© ſure agreeable to the faith they profeſſed. He 
% was a man of undaunted courage; was fond of 
« great enterprizes; temperate in eating and drink- 
© ing, and modeſt in his dreſs ; he was patient and 
% ready to forgive wrongs, and only deſirous that 
« offenders ſhould be ſenſible of their faults. He 
« remained unmoved amidſt the many troubles and 
« adverſities that attended him, ever relying on 
©« the Divine Providence In ſhort, had he in much 
« earlier times performed fo wonderful an enterprize 
« as the diſcovery of the new world, he would pro- 
« bably have had not only ſtatues and temples ere&- 
c ed to his honour, but ſome ſtar would have been 
dedicated to him, as was done to Hercules and 
« Bacchus, However his name will be remembered 
« as long as the world endures.” 
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A. 
— 

CUNHA, Alvaro de, ſent by the king of Portugal 
aboard Columbus ſhip, to examine him concerning his 
voyage, Page 30. 

Aguado, John, groom of the king of Spain's bed-chamber, 

60. ſent by their catholic majeſties order to Hiſpani- 
ola, to obſerve Columbus conduct, ibid, Behaves 
with great rudeneſs towards the admiral, ibid. 

Alexander VI. Pope, grants their catholic majeſties the 

dominion of all the Weſt Indies and America, that 
ſhould be diſcovered by Columbus, 33, 34. 

Alphonſo, Roderick, proprietor of the iſland of the Portu- 

gueſe Lepers, 67. | 
Arana, James de, made one of the commanders of the 
new fort built by Columbus in Hiſpaniola, 24. Slain 
by the cacique Caunabo, 41. 

Arana, Peter de, appointed by Columbus to be captain of 
a ſhip for Hiſpaniola, 66, His arrival there, 76. 


B. 


Z ALLES TER, governor of the town and fort of the 
Conception; defeats, by his vigilance, Roldan's 
ſeheme of ſeizing that place in oppoſition to 
Columbus, 73. 

Bchechico, a powerful cacique of Hiſpaniola. 57. 

Bernard, an apothecary of Valentia, heads a conſpiracy a= 
gainſt Columbus, 124. f 

M 
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Bohio, iſland of, firſt diſcovered by Columbus, 18. to 
which he afterwards gave the name of Hiſpaniola, 
20. |; | 

Bovadilla, Francis de, ſent to Hiſpaniola, by their catho. 
lic majeſties, as inſpector general, to enquire into the 
conduct of Columbus, 81. ſeizes, in an arbitrary 
manner, all the admiral's effects, and puts him and 
his brother Diego aboard a ſhip for Spain, where 

they were laid in irons, 81, 82. is obliged to reſtore 

to the admiral what he had unjuſtly ſeized, 83. 

Boyle, father, ſent to Hiſpaniola to convert the Indians, 
56. returns to Spain with Peter Margarite, ibid. miſ- 
repreſents to their catholic majeſties, eyery thing done 
by Columbus, 60. 


Go 


CABRAL, Peter Alvarez, the Portugueſe admiral, the 

flirſt diſcoverer. of Brazil in South America, 90. 

Caribbees, the inhabitants of Guadalupe fo called, 37. 

Caunabo, a powerful cacique in Hiſpaniola, 41. burns and 

| deſtroys the firſt ſettlement of the Spaniards in that 
iſland, ibid. is defeated by Columbus, and taken 
priſoner, 57, 58. ſent to Spain, 58. his opinion 
about a future ſtate, Go. 

Charles, king of France, preſents Bartholomew Columbus, 
with a hundred thouſand crowns to defray the ex- 
pence of his journey to Spain, 55. 

Columbus, Bartholomew, brother to the admiral, ſent 
over by him to England, with propoſals to Henry 

VII. 3. after ſome ſtay is introduced to the king, 
by whom he is graciouſly received, ibid. ſent to the 
Welt Indies by their catholic majeſties, to carry pro- 
viſions to their colonies, 55. meets with his brother 
the admiral at Iſabella in Hiſpaniola, ibid. is.created 
lord-licutenant of the Indies, 36. builds the 
town of St. Domingo, which he ſo named in ho- 
nour of his father, 72. fails with the admiral to 
diſcover the continent; lands near the Iſhiaus of 

_ Darien, and takes poſſeſſion of that country for their 
catholic majeſties, 94—97. is ſent by the admiral, 
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with a detachment, up the river Veragua; to make 
diſcoveries concerning the mines, 109. An aecount 
of his adventures there, 109 — 112. ſeizes, by order 
of the admiral, Quibio the cacique, who afterwards 
makes his eſcape, 112, etc, the unlucky conſe- 
quences of that affair, 113——116, defeats the 
mutineers at Jamaica, and reduces them to ſub- 
_ miſſion and obedience, 125, 126. 


+ Columbus, Chriſtopher, created viceroy of the countries, and 


admiral of the ſeas he ſhould diſcover, 3. his firſt voy- 
age, 1—4. the difficulties of it, 5—11. diſcovers the 
Lucayan or Bahama iſlands, when the ſailors, deſpair- 
ing of finding land, were about to throw him over 
board, 10—14. diſcovers Cuba, ibid. from thence he 
fails to Hiſpaniola, 20. builds a fort and town 
there, 24. He returns to Spain, 25 —— 32. An 
account of the reception he met with from their” 
catholic majeſties, 33. 


His ſecond voyage, 35. arrives at the Caribbee iſlands, 


and diſcovers Dominica, Marigalante, and Guada- 
lupe, 35, 36. he lands in Guadalupe, and endea- 
vours in vain to trade with the natives, 36, 37. 
diſcovers Montſerat and Antigua, 38. arrives at 
Hiſpaniola, where he finds the colony ruined, 
39 ——41. builds another town and fort, to which 
he gave the name of Iſabella, in honour of his 
patroneſs the queen of Spain, 42. having reſtored. 
things there to a good ſituation, and quelled a 
mutiny, ſets fail upon other diſcoveries, 4348. 
lands at Jamaica, 49. meets with a multitude of 
iſlands, to which he gave the name of the Queen's 
Garden, 530. ſteers along the coaſt of Cuba, 57. 
and after ſuffering hardſhips, returns to Hiſpaniola, 
$2—-55. Having made many new regulations, 
and reduced the Indians to obedience, fails for 
Spain, 56——64. is favourably received by their 
catholic majeſties, 64. 


His third voyage, 65. He ſteers a new courſe, paſſes 


by the Cape de Verd Iſlands, and anchors at one 

of them, where the Portugueſe ſent their lepers 

to be cured by living upon turtle, 66, 67. He 
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thence fails to the weſt, and diſcovers the iſland 
of Trinidad, and afterwards the continent, 68, 
trades with the inhabitants, and then returns to 
Hiſpaniola, 71, 72. A ſuccint account of the 
troubles of that iſland, and of the admiral's en- 
deavours to pacify them, 572—— 80. but the court 
of Spain being alarmed at the many complaints 
ſcent from the Indies againſt him and his brothers, 
depute an inſpector to go thither, to hear and de- 
termine them, 81. upon which the admiral is 
ſent home in irons with his brother Diego, 82, 
On his arrival, he is ordered to be releaſed, and 
is graciouſly received by their catholic majeſties, 
who appoint a new governor of Hiſpaniola, to 
oblige the former inſpector general to reſtore to 
the admiral what he had unjuſtly ſeized, 83. 
His fourth and laſt voyage, 91. He arrives at Marti 
nico, and thence proceeds to St. Domingo in Hiſ- 
paniola, 92. meets with the baſeſt uſage from the 

new governor; upon which he leaves that iſland, 

and proſecutes his diſcoveries along the coaſt of 

the continent, 92— 94. Sails to the iſthmus of 
Darien, where he expected to find a paſſage 

to the Eaſt Indies, 96. his tranſactions on that 
coaſt, with an account of the natives, 96 ——103. 
ſteers for the harbour of Porto Bello, 103. his 
behaviour to the Indians there, with an account 

of their perſons, etc, 103 — 18. Sends his bro- 
ther Don Bartholomew, with a detachment, vp 

the river Veragua to the Indian mines, 108, 109. 
after other excurſions into the country, he forms 

a ſettlement at the mouth of the river Belem, 
109, 110. being there informed that a cacique 
intended to ſet fire to the houſes, he cauſes him 
and his family to be ſeized, 111, 112. but they 
making their eſcape, attack the ſettlement, and 
kill ſeveral of the Spaniards, 113. 114. upon 
which the new ſettlers rejoin the. admiral, who, 
after ſuffering many hardſhips, run the ſhips on 
ſhore on the coaſt of Jamaica, 115-—117. hence 
they ſend two canoes to Hiſpaniola to inform the 
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governor of their ſituation, 117. the miſeries 
ſuffered by the crew in that voyage, and the 
troubles the admiral met with in Jamaica, dur- 
ing his long ſtay. in that iſland, 118 — 126. 
he leaves Jamaica, and ſails for Hiſpaniola, 126. 
After a ſhort ſtay there, he embarks for Spain, 
where he died, 127, 128. Some account of his 
perſon and character, 129, 130. f 

Columbus, Diego, brother of the admiral, appointed 
preſident of the council, to govern the iſland of 
Hiſpaniola, during the time that the admiral was 
diſcovering the continent, 48. .is put aboard a veſſel 
for Spain, and laid in irons with the admiral, by 
Bovadilla the inſpector general, 82. 

Columbus, John Antonio, kinſman and relation of the 
admiral, ſent by him maſter of a ſhip to Hiſpaniola, 
66. at his arrival is deſerted by all his men, by the 
treachery of Roldan, 76, 

Coronel, Peter Fernandez, appointed maſter of two ſhips 
for the Weſt Indians, with a ſuppy to the new colo- 
nies left by Columbus, 64. 

Corvajal, Alonzo Sachez de, ſent by the admiral, cap- 
tain of a ſhip to Hiſpaniola, 66. endeavours to make 
up differences between the admiral and Roldan who 
had revolted, 76, 77. the admiral's factor at Hiſ- 
paniola, 117. 

Cuba, iſland of, firſt diſcovered by Columbus, 16. deſcrip- 
tion of it, 16——18, 


D. 


DOMINICA, ifland of, firſt diſcovered by Colum- 
bus, 35. : 


E. 


EK MANUEL, king of Portugal, ſends a fleet to the 
Eaſt Indies, under the command of Peter Alvarez 


Cabral, who diſcovers Brazil. 
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Eſcobar, James de, ſent by the governor of Hiſpaniola, 


with proviſtons to the admiral in Jamaica, 124. the 
ſiniſter deſign of that meſſage, ibid, 
Eſcovedo, Roderick de, appointed one of the governors by 
the admiral of the firſt fort and town built by the 
. Spaniards in Hiſpaniola, 24. put to death by Caunabo, 
a powerful cacique of that country, 4r. 
Evangeliſta, iſland of; diſcovered by Columbus, 32. 


F. 


FE RNA N D A, an iſland in the Weſt Indies, diſcover- 
ed by Columbus, 14. 

Ferdinand of Spain, 3. never had any kindneſs for Co- 

lumbus 127. 

Fieſco, Bartholomew, a Genoeſe gentleman, ſent by the ad- 

miral in Jamaica, to the governor of - Hiſpaniola for 
ſuccours, 118, 119, etc. 

Fonſeca, Don Juan de, biſhop of Burgos, an inveterate e- 

nemy to Columbus, 65, 79, 82, 84. 


G. 


G UAC ANAG ARI. a powerful caeique of Hiſpanio- 
la, a friend to Columbus, 23, 24, 25. is inſtructed 
in the Chriſtian faith, 42. incurs the imatred of the 
other Indian princes for his connexion with the 
Spaniards, 57. 

Guadalupe, iſland of, firſt difcovered by Columbus, 36. 

Guarinoex, a powerful cacique in Hiſpaniola, being ſeduced 
by Roldan, enters into an aſſociation with ſome other 
Indian lords, to ſurprize and murder the Spaniards, 
74. the conſpiracy diſcovered, ibid. 

Guerre, Chriſtopher, a merchant in Seville, projects with 
ſome others an expedition to America, in order to 
acquire a ſhare of the riches of the New World, 8s. 
upon his return to Spain, is accuſed by his men-of 
defrauding the king of his duty, 87. 
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Guevara, Ferdinand, raiſes a commotion in Hiſpaniola, 


which is ſoon quelled, 80. 

Gutieres, Peter, appointed by Columbus one of the gover- 
nors of bis firſt ſettlement in Hiſpaniola, 24, is mur- 
dered by the Indians, 41. 


H. 


HENRY VII. of England, favourably receives Bartho- 
lomew Columbus, and enters into an agreement 
with him about diſcovering America, 3. 

Hiſpaniola, iſland of, firſt diſcovered by Columbus, and 
why ſo named, 20. the firſt ſettlement of the Spa- 
niards in that iland, 24. 

Hojedo, Alonzo de, 43, 47: tampers with ſome of the 
Spaniards in Hiſpaniola, againſt Columbus, 78. is 
forced'to ſubmit, and to leave the iſland, 79. projects 
an expedition to the New World, in company with 

| Americus Veſpueius, under the protection of the 
biſnop of Burgos, Columbus inveterate enemy, 


84, 85. 


I. 


JAMAICA, iſland of, firſt diſcovered by Columbus, 
49+ 

Johanna, queen; 128: | 

John II. king of Portugal, his unfair conduct to Colum- 
bus, 2. 

John, prince, 33. 

Iſabella, of Spain, approves Columbus“ ſcheme for the 
diſcovery of America, 3. her death an irreparable loſs 
to him, 127- 

Iſabella, an iſland in the Weſt Indies, firſt diſcovered by 
Columbus, and ſo named in honour of his patroneſs 
the queen of Spain, 15, 
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L. 


LARES, governor of Hiſpaniola, his barbarous intention 
towards Columbus, 124. 
Lepe, James de, his unſucceſsful expedition to America, 


89, 90. 


M, 


MARGARET, of Auſtria, 64: 

Margarite, Peter, has the command of a party of men 
given him by Columbus, in order to traverſe the 
iſland of Hiſpaniola, and make diſcoveries, 47. bis 
wretched conduct in that affair, 56. forſakes his poſt, 
and returns to Spain, ibid. where he accuſes Colum- 
bus, o. 

Marigalante, iſland of, firſt diſcovered by Columbas, 

36. 

Martin, Andrew, commander of the veſſel that brought 
home the admiral and his brother in irons, 82. 

Martinico, iſland of, diſcovered by Columbus, 92. 

Maximilian, the emperor, 64. 

Mendes, James, chief ſecretary to the admiral, 117, 
126. 

Miranda, earl of, 89. 

Monſerat, diſcovered by Columbus, 38. | 

Moxica, Adrian de, tried for a conſpiracy, and hanged, 
80, 


N. 


NINO, | Peter Alonzo, projects an expedition to America, 
Bs. A ſhort account of it, 85——987. returns to 
Spain, and is accuſed by his men of having defraud- 


ed the king of his duty, 87, 


— 


O. 


Oo BAND O. Nicholas de, ſent over by their catholic 
majeſties as governor of Hiſpaniola, in order to 
redreſs Columbus grievances, 83. his character, 
ibid. 


P. 


P ASA, Bernardo de, conſpires againſt the admiral, but 
is detected, and ſecured, 44. 

Philip, king, ſon-in-law of Ferdinand, 128. 

Pinzon, Martin Alonzo, commander of a ſhip, that firſt 
went out with Columbus to diſcover the New World, 
14. deſerts Columbus at Cuba, and fails for Hiſpa- 
niola, to engroſs the treaſures of that iſland to him- 
ſelf, 18, 19. is diſcoyered by the admiral, to whom 
he makes ſome frivolous excuſes, 25. a ſhort account 
of what he diſcovered in abſence of the admiral, 26. 
returns to Spain, is forbid the court, and dies of 
grief and vexation, 32. 

Pinzon, Vincent Yanez, brother to the former, who com- 
manded the third ſhip in Columbus? firſt expedition to 
America, 4. projects another voyage, in order to 
procure the riches of the New World, at his own 
expence, and fits out a ſquadron of four ſtout ſhips, 
88. his character, and an account of his expedition, 
88, 89. 

Porras, Francis de, heads a conſpiracy againſt Columbus 
at Jamaica, 120, is defeated and taken priſoner, 
125, 126. 


Q 


QUIBIO, a powerful cacique of the continent, 108. 
being ſuſpected by the admiral of plotting againſt 
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him, is ſeized and made priſoner, 111, 112. makes 
his eſcape, and. falls upon the Spaniards, 113, 114. 


R. 


R OL DAN, Francis, rebels againſt Columbus, and? ſet up 
for himſelf, 73. an account of his tranſactions during 
that period, till he is reconciled again to the admiral, 
ran / 


Sr. JOHN BAPTIST, iſland of, 39. 

St. Maria le Antiqua, iſland of, now called Antigua, firſt 
diſcovered by Columbus, 38. 

St. Martin, iſland of, 38. 

St. Mary of the Conception, ifland of, 14: 

St. Mary Redonda, another of the Leeward Iſlands, 38- 

St. Urſula, iſland of, 39. 

St. Salvador, iſland of, the firſt land that Columbus dilco- 
vered in his firſt expedition to the New World, 12. 
takes poſſeſſion of it for their catholic majeſties, ibid. 
the inbabitants of it deſcribed, ibid, 

Sanchez, Juan, an able pilot, 112. 

Spaniards, account of their diſcoveries in the Weſt Indies, 
excluſive of Columbus expeditions, 84—90. 


F. 


TORTUGA, iſland of, 20. 
Trinidad, iſland of, 68. 
Triſtan, captain James, killed by the Indians, 114+ 


» 


VESPUCIUS, Americus, obtains, in a clandeſtine 
manner, from the biſhop of Burgos, Columbus 
inveterate enemy, all his plans and draughts 
which he had lodged in that prelate's hand by 
order of their catholic majeſties, 84. and with 
theſe, under the protection of that prelate, fails 
for America in order to make diſcoveries, 84, 
85. has no juſt title to the honour of diſcoyer- 
ing America, 129. 1 


